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Prologue

Rao Weichun
August 30, 2009

The modern world is fast developing with the risk of
eliminating many old towns and old villages that have existed
for centuries. Such a crisis should not be the unavoidable
outcome of social development as people are concentrating
more on sustainability.

A large piece of urban land excavation increases people’s
desire to improve their housing conditions. A great number
of historical relics and sites disappear when old city sites are
pulled down for renovation.

In places where social-economic development moves
comparatively slower than that of some fast growing places
in China, such a crisis seems to be less serious in terms of the
conflicts between development and protection. Yunnan, in
particular some rural areas, lags behind the most developed
areas in China, yet this slower pace of development helps the
province to retain some historical sites, some old towns and
even old villages.

However, the lagged development in social and economic
aspects has made it difficult for Yunnan to find enough
energy and funds to repair and protect the surviving history
and culture. Most of the old houses we can find today are in
rural areas. Among the survivals, is Zhengying, a small village
which offers us a rare look at an old site rescued from cultural
disaster.

During the development of history, old cultural sites and the

culture of the old villages accumulate profoundly. Moreover,
cultural connotation and historic value are continuously
replaced and deposited before and after coming into being.
The longer an old culture stays, the higher it is valued.
The remaining historical culture can never be replicated
or reproduced, which serves as the basic concept for our
protection of old towns and old villages.

Both Shiping and Zhengying are categorized as old towns
and villages due to their massive historical and cultural
remains. The ancient architecture is the carrier of culture
speaking for and through history, and these two places
constitute magnificent evidence of such ancient real estate.

Shiping has maintained a long history. It was enlisted by the
Yunnan Provincial Peopl'es Government as a famous historical
cultural town in Yunnan. In particular, the old town of Shiping
was especially enlisted as a key protection focus. Zhengying
was denominated as a famous historic cultural village, and
later ranked as a state-rated famous cultural village.

The old town of Shiping presents a well-retained city setup,
and the remaining ancient architecture and historic ambience
have truly recorded and continued the historic and national
cultures. In fact, it exhibits traces of historical vicissitude,
which is a historic imprint that reflects the social-economic
development of Shiping. On the other hand, it is an important

material proof for studying the social-economic development



of Shiping, and the material and spiritual wealth of the whole
Chinese nation and the ethnic groups inhabiting Yunnan.

The ancient architecture cluster consists of streets, shops,
governmental offices, colleges, ancestrals hall, temples,
pavilions, bridges and residences. Many constructions
were completed during the dusk of the Qing Dynasty and
the beginning of the Republic of China, and some were
built during the Ming and Qing dynasties, through several
enlargements and reconstructions.

This album is a fine collection of old architectures reflecting
the patterns and styles that come down in one continuous
line. It has collected the courtyards of different forms
including three-sided house courtyard and Siheyuan (four-
sided houses) courtyard. The structures embrace through-
jointed frame, brick wall, and earth wall structures. Slope roof,
yingshan roof, xieshan roof, and xuanshan roof are quite often
used in all kinds of houses, symbolizing the typical Chinese
traditional style in construction.

Decoration varies dramatically to display the colorful cultural
ideas in ancient architecture. There are tons of architectural
elements, including the carving works and paintings in the
dougong, and wooden lattice. Exquisite stone carvings are
used widely in stone stairs, column base, platform, and arch
bridges. The elegant decorative arts appeared in the screen

walls, plaques and steles embodying the cultural connotation,

and expressing very high historical, cultural and artistic values.

Shiping Ancient Architecture concludes the preliminary
outcome regarding the survey and research of the remaining
ancient architectures. More work will be carried out to map
and record the key ancient architectures, to leave valuable
real estate for our coming generations. It must be a significant
attempt to provide technical data and a basis for retaining the
ancient houses.

It necessitates a multi-disciplinary effort and systematic
practice to implement protection for old towns and old
villages, since it requires coordination and support from multi-
disciplinary departments. If every famous historic town could
follow Shiping’s practice in seriously and conscientiously
protecting and maintaining the old sites, it would definitely
bring a huge inner driving force to future social-economic
development.

Hopefully, the publishing of Shiping Ancient Architecture
will arouse the concern and attention of the governments
at all levels and people of all walks of life, to earnestly and
continuously implement the protection of old towns and old

villages.
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Sketch drawing of dougong, column and column base
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Overview

Zhang Zuo

Shiping is a city of long history and glorious natural
landscape, with a rich cultural heritage. It is a famous cultural
offering of southern Yunnan.

The ancient architecture of Shiping is the carrier of historic
civilization. It is an important mark of developed civilization.
The ancient residences scattered throughout the old city
especially attract people's attention.

At the beginning of the Ming Dynasty, the Han troops and
civilians from the south and center of China came to Shiping,
aiding in the development of this border city. The enclosed
courtyard style houses of the Han people took hold and began
to multiply. From the Qing Dynasty to the time of the Republic
of China, the Han people of Shiping used mining and business
to accumulate great fortunes, and one by one luxurious
Han-style houses were constructed throughout the city and
villages.

There are three types of ancient residences in Shiping:

The first type is the mansion of the mine proprietors and
wealthy business people. This type of construction is of the
best quality and of the largest area, with many splendid

engravings. These are all very luxurious large houses. Most

of this type of residences were built at the end of the Qing
Dynasty and the beginning of the Republic of China period.

The second type of residences were the homes of scholars
and government officials. Emphasizing individual's
accomplishments and personal sentiment, the doorways and
courtyards are decorated with small engravings. This is an
elegant and tasteful style of house. This style was mostly built
during the Qing Dynasty.

The third type are large village houses built for country
squires and landlords. This type is of average quality with a
fairly large area. The doorways and courtyard is decorated with
simple engravings. This style was designed to be a practical
village house for the wealthy. This type of architecture was
mostly built from the late Qing Dynasty to the early period of
the Republic of China.

The ancient homes of Shiping. True natural luxury, and
scholarly simplicity.

The main gates are composed of two parts: the door-wall
and the door. There are two types of door-walls: the first in the
shape of the Chinese character of the number 1, and the other

for the Chinese character for the number 8. The number 8



door-wall is much more dignified.

There are many types of front doors (still containing a
second and third door). There is the "character tablet" style,
the "sign on four posts” style, the "western style", and "hanging
flower" style. From the top of the door to the steps are intricate
engravings for decoration. People call this, "Big Flower Door".

There are ornate stones laid on each side.

The door-wall of each residence is built of layered earth.

More prominent individuals inlaid their outer walls with horse
posts. If the area in front of the gate is relatively large, a large
screen wall was built.

Between the front door and the second door there is an
open-air space, this is a buffer area between the main gate
and the living area; this space is called "preceding space" in
Chinese architecture. This space has many purposes: one is
to make the living space more private; the second is to enrich
the space of the home in the pursuit of beauty; the third is to
separate the living space from the noise of the street; and the
fourth is to increase a feeling of safety.

The main courtyards are mostly built according to the shape

of the mountains, topography, and Fengshui. Most of them are

built facing the south, but there are many built facing different
directions. The size and number of the courtyards depends
upon the wealth of the proprietor. There can be one to three
courtyards.

The main structural designs of the residences are "three
houses with one screen wall", "four-side enclosed courtyard
with five patios", "four horses pushing cart", and "three rooms
and six ears around a flower hall", among others. The patios
are usually laid with slabs of blue stone or square bricks. There
is a principle among the people when building a house, that

"

is to build a patio in the form of “—" (meaning the shape of
the Chinese character for 1) patio, not a coffin patio”. In the
"four horses pushing cart" style of house, although the patio is
built in a long rectangular shape, the craftsmen often build a
screen, or horizontal wall, at about one third the length of the
patio. This makes the structural design of the house and the
customs of the people fit together perfectly. On each side of
this screen wall are doors, this shape separates the bigger and
smaller patios, and upper and lower halls. The smaller patio
is called the lower courtyard, and the room with the relatively

lower foundation is called the lower hall. The bigger patio is



