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t's Never Too Late for Success
Charles D. Rice
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You and your parents can stop worrying—Pasteur, Edison,

Darwin and lots more were far from being geniuses in their
i teens. ,

History books seldom mention it, but the truth is that many of our greatest
figures were practically “beatniks'” when they were teenagers. They were given to
daydreaming, indecision, hebetude’ (plain dullness) , and they showed no promise
of being a doctor, lawyer or Indian chief.

So, young men and women, if you suffer from the same symptoms, don’t
despair. The world was built by men and women whose parents worried that they
would “never amount to a hill of beans” . You don’t hear too much about their early
failures because parents prefer to cite more inspiring examples.

So it goes. You have the Wright brothers, who were brilliant at engineering in
their early teens, and you have Thomas Alva Edison, whose teacher tried to get him

out of the class because his brain was “addle’*” . You have the Nobel Prize

physicist Enrico Fermi, who at 17 had read enough mathematics to qualify for a
doctor’s degree. And you have the great Albert Schweitzer, who wavered between
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music and the church until he was 30. Then he started his medical studies.

And added to all the aforementioned paradoxes’, you have a small army of
child prodigies who graduated from college when they were 15, and are now obscure
clerks in accounting departments. And you have a small army of men who were too
stupid or indolent to get into or finish college and who are today presidents of the

firms that hire the prodigies.
So who's to say what about youth? Any young boy or girl who knows what he
wants to do in life is probably better off for it. But no teenager needs despair of the

future. He has that one special advantage over the greatest man alive—time.
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Beautiful Words

1. Any young boy or girl who knows what he wants to do in life is probably
better off for it.
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2. But no teenager needs despair of the future. He has that one special
advantage over the greatest man alive—time.
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if | were a Boy Again

Anonymous
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If I were a boy again, I would practise perseverance’

oftener, and never give up a thing because it was hard or

Perseverance can sometimes equal genius in its results.
“There are only two creatures,” says a proverb, “who can surmount’ the
pyramids—the eagle and the snail. ”

If I were a boy again, I would school myself into a habit of attention; I would
let nothing come between me and the subject in hand. I would remember that a good
skater never tries to skate in two directions at once.

The habit of attention becomes part of our life, if we begin early enough. I often
hear grown-up people say “I could not fix my attention on the sermon® or book,
although I wished to do s0o”, and the reason is, the habit was not formed in youth.

If I were to live my life over again, I would pay more attention to the cultivation
of the memory. I would strengthen that faculty * by every possible means, and of
every possible occasion. It takes a little hard work at first to remember things
accurately, but memory soon helps itself, and gives very little trouble. It only needs

early cultivation to become a power.
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If 1 were a boy again, I would cultivate courage. “Nothing is as mild and gentle
as courage, nothing is as cruel and pitiless as cowardice,” says a wise author.

We too often borrow trouble, and anticipate evils that may never appear. “The
fear of ill exceeds the ill we fear. ” Dangers will arise in any career, but presence of
mind will often conquer the worst of them. Be prepared for any fate, and there is no
harm to be feared.

If I were a boy again, I would look on the cheerful side. Life is very much like
a mirror; if you smile upon it, it will smile back upon you; but if you frown and look
doubtful on it, you will get a similar look in return.

Inner sunshine warms not only the heart of the owner, but of all that come in
contact with it. “Who shuts love out, in return shall be shut from love. ”

If I were a boy again, I would school myself to say “no” oftener. I might write
pages on the importance of learning very early in life to gain that point where a young
boy can stand erect, and decline doing an unworthy act because it is unworthy.

If I were a boy again, I would demand of myself more courtesy’ towards my
companions and friends, and indeed towards strangers as well. The smallest
courtesies along the rough roads of life are like the little birds that sing to us all
winter long, and make that season of ice and snow more endurable.

Finally, instead of trying hard to be happy, as if that were the sole purpose of
life, I would, if T were a boy again, try still harder to make others happy.
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