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Foreword

It is over twenty years now since close ties
have linked the People’s Republic of China and
the Swiss Confederation. Switzerland is proud
to have been one of the first countries to
establish diplomatic relations with the Chinese
government.

Since 1954, a long series of reciprocal contacts
have marked the development of Sino-Swiss
relations: meetings between statesmen and higher
officials, the exchange of commercial missions,
organization of exhibitions, opening of direct
air links, and visits by journalists, to mention
only the most important. Taking place in a
spirit of friendship and mutual understanding,
these frequent contacts have enabled the two
countries to get to know each other better
and gradually to organize their relations on a
concrete base.

Among these many contacts, exhibitions deserve
particular mention. Everyone will remember the
keen interest Chinese trade circles showed in the
Swiss exhibitions put on in Peking, especially
the one held in August 1974. Similarly, the
participation of the People's Republic of China
as guest of honour in the Lausanne National Fair
in 1975 aroused considerable interest and was
greatly admired by the Swiss people.

The aim of this publication by the Swiss Office
for the Development of Trade is to contribute
to better mutual understanding by giving detailed
information on the technology and achievements
of a large number of Swiss firms. We feel that
it will help promote trade among all circles
concerned and will make it possible to intensify,
in a spirit of mutual understanding and respect,
the existing economic relations between our
two countries.

A land-locked country without direct access to
the sea, poor in natural resources, possessing a
relief quite wunsuitable for intensive farming,
Switzerland has consequently been compelled
to become an industrialized country and to
specialize more and more in the production of
goods possessing great intrinsic value. An in-
sistence on good workmanship and quality,
conscientiousness, precision and imagination —
these are some of the fundamental qualities to
which the country owes its present prosperity.
And it is pleased to see that the People's
Republic of China owes its remarkable economic
development to very similar qualities; added to
the complementary nature of the economies of
the two countries, this similarity will enable
them more and more to concert their individual
interests.

Gérard Bauer
President of the Swiss Office
for the Development of Trade
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