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CET Spoken English Test
Sample Paper

Topic A-1
Topic Area: City Life
Topic: City Traffic
Part 1 (5 minutes)

Examiner:

/ Good morning (Good afternoon) , everybody. Could you please tell me your\
name and the number of your admission ticket? Your name, please. And

your number?... Your name? ... And your number? ... Thank you.

/ Now would you please briefly introduce yéurseivesf to each other? Remember, )
you should 7ot mention the name of your university. (1.5 minutes)

/ OK, now that we know each other, we can do some group work. First of |
all, T'd like to ask each of you to say something about life in the city.
ial, ez, c3
1) How do you like living in Beijing?
2) What do you think is the most serious challenge of living in a city like Beijing?
3) How do you like shopping in a supermarket?
4) Where would you like to live, downtown or in the suburbs, and why?
5) What measures do you think we should take to reduce air pollution in Beijing?
6) Can you say something about the entertainment available in your city?
7) Where would you like to find a job after graduation, in a big city like

Beijing or Shanghai or in a small town, and why?
8) What’s your impression of the people in Beijing?
Mol e
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TEX—EYH, BRATLL 2008 4 5 AHHM. AEOBEFARLENF, HF4H5
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. BREOESFRBAE—NIREER, STAFRBENAERAR, LKL
HELIBA—H. SEERRRHRR—ISEHEN, HAEMEER.

' Topic Area: Holidays

Topic: Week-long Holidays

[ZERTY O, AEOESHESFETHK, SREHIWK, BREFHY
ik, B, THFEIN—HER, TUBKEER + 5%, yREME, S5
K topic area PA R B topic ZEARIA . ZETFHERBRIBIH 2R opic, EFM
WEHAEB N ZHUE R

Part 1 (5 minutes) |
Examiner: Good morning (Good afternoon) , everybody. Could you please tell me your
name and the number of your admission ticket? Your name, please. And your number? ...
Your name? ... And your number? ... Thank you.

(EERTY X% P, EFERFAUNECHBATESIES. Bl
W, AEOEERELBRRTREN, TERHACELSNESESUERHAE
&, WATEREFAR.

Examiner: Now would you please briefly introduce yourselves to each other? Remember, you
should not mention the name of your university. (1.5 minutes)

[(ZERT] Z—BIBERGUFEE—MENERNA, BB “BE” %,
LARE BhE A REEA NARE . BRNMEARPBAETAAEHRE, BREXRE
AR, EREAFESAERFALES, RET HCHBEA ML LREET i
T, HEHF—HFBRSEEHRNOR. FUERFELLEROEE—T, T
FAECKEL. UREN, ZEUBETHEHSE, SRS EHTET RN
F—ER. BRABKEXR, BABNEERAXIH QRN AR, WRE
SUMARLTE, ZHRMATE. TELGAR-1SHHEHM.
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¥/-U'Topic Area 1: Family Life

¥

Topic 1: Parents

l Part 1 Warm-up Questions

Try your best to answer the following questions,

1) What is your father / mother like?

2) Do you think parents’ love for their children is the greatest love in the world? Why?

3) Do you often call or write to your parents? What do you usually tell your parents on
the phone/in your letters?

4) Do you always remember your parents’ birthdays? What do you usually do for your
parents on their birthdays?

5) Do you celebrate Mother’s Day? How?

6) Do you turn to your parents for help when you have problems? Why or why not?

7) How would you describe your relationship with your parents?

8) Is there a generation gap between you and your parents? How do you solve your
differences?

9) Do you and your parents believe in different values? Are your parents living models
of their system of values?

15
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[Part 2 Useful Expressions

Here are some sentences and structures that you might find useful in talking about the

above questions,

13 Parents’ love for their children is selfless / forever strong / never changing.

2) There is no love like mothers’ love for her children.

3) No bond is stronger than that between parents and children,

4) My parents always tell me that I'm special / always find time for me when I need
comfort and encouragement.

5) I think of my parents whenever I find that I've made some progress in my studies /
when I win an award.

6) I miss my parents when I’m short of money / when I've got problems / when I don’t
get on with my roommates / when I was sick.

7) I love my parents because they give me life / have sacrificed a lot in bringing up me
/ are always there for me whenever I need them.

8) I respect my parents because they have taught me to be honest, generous, open-
minded / because they have taught me how to share with others / how to forgive
others.

9 I know I always turn to my parents for help when I have problems, but I don’t want
to make them worry about me / but I don’t want to upset them unnecessarily.

10) My parents make clear rules about what I can do and what I mustn’t do.

11) My mother is thrifty and hard-working / generous and compassionate / a career

woman.

12) My parents sometimes don’t see eye to eye with me.

13) My father and I seem to disagree on almost everything, but we never let our

arguments hurt our feelings for each other.

14) There are bound to be differences between parents and their children. A good way

to solve differences is to sit down and have a face-to-face talk.

[_Part 3 Possible Answers

1) How would you describe your relationship with your parents?

I have a very good relationship with my parents. We are a close family and love
each other very much. I like to tell my parents about what I do at school and they are
always interested in what I have to tell them. Since I came to college, I think there have
been some changes in our relationship. I remember when I was in middle school, it was

usually my parents who did most of the talking when we spent time together. They
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2) Most men would like their spouses to be young and beautiful. Others consider inner
beauty more important.

3) When a woman chooses her spouse, she often puts emphasis on his character /
temperature / education background / profession / income / appearance / family
background, etc.

4) Happiness in marriage does not depend on material wealth.

5) Mutual respect and understanding between husband and wife contribute much to a
happy marriage.

6) A marriage based on mutual love creates a happy and harmonious atmosphere in the
family.

7) Education is an important condition for a good marriage because a couple whose
educational levels do not match may not have much in common / may have constant
arguments over family issues, big or small.

8) A marriage based on romantic love alone will not necessarily last long, for a sense of
responsibility is also essential to a successful marriage.

9) I would marry someone who loves me and cares for me most / who is generous /
intelligent / ambitious / broad-minded / considerate / good-looking / kind-hearted /
has a strong sense of humor.

10) I wouldn’t like to marry someone who is too money-conscious / stingy / selfish /

hot-tempered / narrow-minded / rude / impolite/ possessive, etc.

11) The rising divorce rate is often caused by hasty marriages. As the saying goes,

marry in haste, and repent in leisure.

12) Lack of understanding / of tolerance over differences may also cause a marriage to fail.

13) Living together, as a kind of trial marriage, is quite common among the young in the

West, but in China, people usually get married before they move in with each other.

Part 3 Possible Answers J

1> Do young men and young women have the same standards in choosing a spouse? If
not, why?

T don't think young men and women have exactly the same standards for choosing a
spouse. There are a large number of studies showing what these standards are for men
and women in different parts of the world. Generally speaking, you’ll find that the
differences have a great deal to do with cultural traditions and social influence.

2) How do young people in China and some Western countries differ in their attitudes
toward the marriage?

It is very hard to generalize but my feeling is that most young people in China

19
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10) Have you ever noticed any changes in relationships between neighbors in recent
years?

11) Do you have any problems in handling interpersonal relationships?

12) How do you maintain a good relationship with your friends?

13) Are you satisfied with the interpersonal relationship in your class?

14) Do you think money problems will affect the relationship among family members?

15) What do you think is the most efficient way for people to keep in touch with each
other and why do you think so?

[Part 2 Useful Expressions

1) Some friends come and go like a season. Others are arranged in our lives for good

reason.

2) A true friend is someone you can disagree with and still remain friends. If not, they

weren’t true friends in the first place.

3) True friendship is felt, not said.

4) I believe in angels, the kind Heaven sends. I am surrounded by angels, but I call

them my best friends.

5) True friends are hard to find, difficult to leave, and impossible to forget.

6) True friendship is based on trust, honesty and sincere generosity of our hearts.

7) Friends are like stars. You don’t always see them, but you know they’re always

there.

8) Memories last forever, never do they die. Friends stay together, never say goodbye.

9) Sometimes life is hard to bear when a friend is just not there.

10) When it hurts to look back, and you’re scared to look ahead, you can look beside
you, and your best friend will be there.

11) The best part of life is when your family becomes your friends, and your friends
become your family.

12) Friends are always friends no matter how far you have to travel back in time. If you
have memories together, there is always a piece of your friendship inside your
heart.

13) True friends are always together in spirit.

14) It’s hard, but sometimes it is better to have no friends for a time than to have the
wrong friends. The wrong group can lead you down all kinds of paths you really

don’t want to be on.

15) A great sense of self-worth comes from sharing important experiences with good
friends.
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16) With clothes the new are best; with friends the old are best.

17) Friends have ways of speaking without words.

18) Friends bring the most joy and the most pain. But they always find a way to mend
your heart back together after they break it.

19) An insincere friend is more to be feared than a wild beast; a wild beast may wound
your body, but an evil friend will wound your mind.

20) Truths and tears clear the way to a deep and lasting friendship.

21) I can trust my friends. These people force me to examine, encourage me to grow.

22) A best friend is someone who loves you when you forget to love yourself.

23) Friendship is the only cement that will ever hold the world together.

24) In the end, we will remember not the words of our enemies, but the silence of our
friends.

25) Tt is better to have one friend of great value than to have many friends of little
value.

26) Much of the vitality in a friendship lies in the honoring of differences, not simply in
the enjoyment of similarities.

27) True friends are the people who are there for you unconditionally. They are the
people who never question you and support you no matter what the circumstances

are. They are the people worth living for.

| Part 3 Possible Answers

1) How do you maintain your friendships?

Best friends require one-on-one contact to survive. Telephone calls and getting
together are musts for best friends to continue. Besides, being a good listener is another
advice. Refrain from offering advice or moralizing, and respect your friends’ point of
view. Different personalities can complement each other; it isn’t always necessary to see
eye to eye. Never betray a trust. Trust, when violated, can ruin even the best
friendship. Support and praise your friends; ignore their failures and imperfections.
Never resent a friend’s success. Instead, strive to admire her achievements.

2) What are the real meanings of friendship?

I consider friendship to be one of the most important things in life — whatever your
status, married or single. A lot of us get so involved with material values, family
problems, “keeping up with the Joneses”, etc., that we forget the real meaning of
friendship. They say “A friend in need is a friend indeed”, which is partly true, but a
true friend should also be able to share your happy moments — without feeling jealous.
A good friendship is one where you accept and forgive faults, understand moods, and

23
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