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1 ' A Woman on A Mission

As a young woman, Jane Addams' did not know what she wanted to do with her
life. Born on September 6, 1860, in Cedarville, Illinois, Addams grew up in an era
when women were expected to marry and raise children. Addams knew she wanted to
do something different.

She found the inspiration that would lead her to fight for the rights of children,
help the poor, and became the first American woman to receive the Nobel Peace
Prize.

After recovering from an illness, Addams went on a tour of Europe in 1883 — 1885
and 1887 - 1888. She and her traveling companion®, Ellen Gates Starr’, discovered
Toynbee Hall* in London, the world’s first settlement house’, which is an institution
that provides community services. Toynbee helped the poor by providing them with
social services. Hoping to do the same for poor immigrants in Chicago, Addams and
Starr returned to Illinois and purchased the former Hull mansion in Chicago.

At first, Hull House opened a kindergarten and provided assistance to needy
families, but so much more was needed. What could two people do to tackle the
enormous problems brought on by poverty?

As more people, mostly women, came to help, Hull House expanded to include a
nursery, adult education classes, social clubs, and a community kitchen.

At the center’s first Christmas party, Addams was surprised when several little
girls refused the candy she offered them. The girls, she discovered, worked long hours
in a candy factory. Soon, Addams, Starr, and others at Hull House worked toward
establishing child labor laws. They also fought for equal rights for women and in
international peace. '

Today, Hull House continues to build on Addams’ work. Jane Addams found her
inspiration from London’s Toynbee Hall. Where will you discover your life’s

inspiration?
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2 By the Boardwalk

Pull on a woo! flannel bathing suit or hop on a rolling chair, it’s time to go to
Atlantic City, New Jersey, in the 1800s.

Atlantic City grew from Dr. Jonathan Pitney’s idea to make the New Jersey shore
into a health resort. Development began in 1850. Atlantic City, with its beautiful
beaches and luxurious hotels, soon became a popular summer resort and winter health
spa' .-

What kind of suit would you wear to the beach in the late 1800s? Women beach
goers at that time wore bathing dresses of wool flannel’ with stockings, canvas shoes’,
and large straw hats. Censors' roamed the beach looking for bathers who showed too
much flesh.

What could you do in Atlantic City after your day at the beach?

You could stroll down the famous boardwalk and shop, eat saltwater taffy’ , or sit
in an elegant restaurant. Alexander Boardman, a railroad conductor, thought up the
idea of constructing a wooden walkway from the beach into town as a means of
keeping sand out of the hotels. On June 26, 1870, the first section of the Atlantic City
boardwalk opened along the New Jersey beach. It was eight feet wide and one mile
long. Soon the walkway was extended and stretched to five miles long. By 1884, if you
didn’t want to walk, you could travel along the boardwalk in a rolling chair. The
rolling chair was the only vehicle allowed on the boardwalk.

Can you think of an event that happens each year in Atlantic City today?

The Miss America pageant® has been held in Atlantic City since 1940. Have you
ever watched it? Atlantic City hosted beauty contests for years before the Miss
America pageant, like the contest for the 1926 Golden Mermaid trophy’ .
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3 Boss Tweed Escaped!

ZREERBHEE T !

On December 4, 1875, William Marcy Tweed, better known as Boss Tweed,
escaped from prison and fled to Europe. How he landed in prison in the first place is a
story of American politics and corruption.

Tweed started out as a bookkeeper and volunteer fireman in New York City. He
was elected alderman' (a member of a city’s legislative body) in 1851, and later he was
also elected to a term in Congress. By 1870, he was so powerful and had so many of
his friends (known as his “Tweed Ring” cronies’) in political positions that he was able
to pass a new city charter allowing him and his friends to control the city treasury.
. Between 1865 and 1871, Tweed and his associates stole between $ 30 million and
$ 200 million from the city.

The “Tweed Ring” managed to steal the money by faking leases, padding bills
with false changes and paying for unnecessary repairs and overpriced goods and
services bought from suppliers controlled by the ring. A growing movement was
determined to expose and overthrow Tweed, led by George Jones, the publisher of
The New York Times, and reform lawyer Samuel J. Tilden. Cartoonist Thomas Nast
also helped spark public outrage® against Tweed by creating wicked caricatures of him
in Harper’s Weekly magazine.

Tweed unsuccessfully attempted to bribe both Nast and Jones to leave him alone,
but on November 19, 1873, Tweed was tried and convicted* on charges of forgery and
larceny’. He was released in January 1875, but was immediately rearrested. The state
sued him for $ 6 million, and he was held in a debtor’s jail until he could come up with
half that amount for bail’. In the debtor’s prison. he was allowed daily trips,
accompanied by the jailer, to see his family. On one of these trips, in December
1875, he escaped and fled to Spain. He was a fugitive there for a year, working as a
common seaman on a Spanish ship until he was recognized by his likeness to a Nast
cartoon and captured. He died in a debtor’s prison on April 12, 1878.
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4 Education for All

Imagine what it would be like if you were not allowed to go to school to learn
while others around you were. After they were freed from slavery when the Civil War
ended in 1865, African Americans thirsted for books and education, but were not
allowed to attend schools where white kids went. Guess what happened.

The Fisk School, created for black students, opened its doors for the first time on
January 8, 1866, in former army barracks' in Nashville, Tennessee. The school was
named after General Clinton B. Fisk’, who provided the building.

The idea for Fisk School was born soon after the Civil War. A group called the
American Missionary Association’, formed in 1846 from three antislavery societies,
helped to found Fisk School (later to become Fisk University), along with other
historically black colleges, including Atlanta, Hampton, and Howard universities.
The idea was to offer the best education a university could offer to an individual,
regardless of' race. The first students at Fisk ranged from 7 to 70, all ex-slaves cager to
learn. These historically black colleges still exist, and today African Americans are
welcome at all colleges.
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