


| pEnkibE4

Chinese Bamb()o ; )= ‘
Weaving Art [ £

ey % |

Xu Huadang |




EBER%KE (CIP) #7
FEPTHRZAR /A . — dbme . b E AL HREE, 2010, 1
ISBN 978—7-5038—5393—7

I =

AR OLATSR— A E  1V.J528.5

o A P 4548 C TP BE 4% 57(2009) 5502899 1 -

KX miE
BiERmIE
ERRmLE
il 1E
H R
Y2 1T
2 Rl
hiz =
EM R
FF Vi
Ep S
2 #
TE 9

N &
wANFE BKE B
B Jr
L

B E AR AR (100009 JhRTERE X HETE)
M 4k . www.cfph.com.cn
E-mail:forestbook@163.com ®, 3% .(010)83222880
B E AR R A

A = & BB R A IR A F

201041 A#Z 1K

2010451 A& 1%

215mm x 280mm

13

1 ~4 0004

260.0070

NAEREIT(m)RE)




B (P EMLRETNR) BEo

® i8] . ArEAR  fTHEAL A ord XEE

oF . i

® EERY. REY

® BHURBREMHE.
fEil xFE Fre ok ZAE WBTR
HHE REF KRPHE K K K # REH
X EE WAE AHE MAR EHA

® HNEF - FRE




F: NIz

CLT 03 Artistic Bamboo Weaving
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China is one of the countries with the richest bamboo species and highest
production output. Bamboo has a wide distribution area in China from Yelow
River Basin at north to Hainan Province at the south, and from Taiwan
Province at the east to downstream of Yarlung Zangbo River of Tibet at the
west, covering 17 provinces (autonomous regions). The area to the south of
Yangtze River is the distribution centre of bamboo in China, including mainly the
provinces of Zhejiang, Hunan, Guangdong, Fujan, Jiangxi and Taiwan.
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(—) Yrg% charm of Bamboo

PR HUIERAT ] , 250X A SRR [ SR OB S AR R, 1T T B 2E K1 s A b 2t th
BER AT SET 2, fEENAE KBTI 2,k 25 BE RUATR A BT Fh
MACEI S , IR, R 2 1T TR RS AN SR T E AT % P AR 20 B 45
AR HIAE TR (b B AE BN A, AR BB B, B ERRITT FEIH £fE
FERIFELE BN TR B E A , ANSRER A3l 1 BOARIRARER , LB =, e
B0, ST AR SR AHLER A B0 SRR I T, 4H BV S T R T o R R L
PR “ R IR R A BOTESTIL L, B BB E SRR MO A, e
BUSEEAE LTS s H RN L L 3B FF , A A — P A R R SR e 4R g

BTER T FIAR—AE “PUZTRHES 487  FNHEA— L “BLFET L AN, B — R FRAN TS
e T A E RS XS , EAGECHh8) PORs B 78, ZEBR TC AT R ER TR A2 30, L
BEEE , AR —IETE SR G, AN E =, T B4 T ARG IR, B RS 25 2
B , EE T T IR THE A R AR TR , ZEMIR 2 M L
H AFFEPRER, ERBTE M SR TR A R ST i, (R SR B AR a3, Bor
HFhEIAENL.

Having vast territory China has various cimate and geographic conditions,
therefore bamboo species are different from place to place. Normaly, bamboo
growing in northern China is in scattered or mixed way due to dry climate. With
decreasing latitude (to the south direction), the mean temperature is going up,
rainfall is increased gradualy, and more bamboo species can be seen. The
structure of bamboo forest is also changing from interspersion way to cluster
way and from loose to dense growth. Various bamboo forests have shown us
its fantastic charm.

The bamboo is ever green and cold—resistant. It may break, but never
bend. It cares nothing to poor land and buids a Green Great Wall along rivers.
Bamboo is able to overcome hard conditions and fatal harm, for instance,
without roots and top bamboo can survival and continues its strong green
vitality .

Bamboo has symbolzed Chinese moral concept and cultural quality. Chinese
people have personified bamboo as a fair—minded and upright person and respect
the spirit and noble mind.
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() Yk Fine and Tasteful Bamboo
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The bamboo can be processed into art handicrafts, which can maximize
value of bamboo. The bamboo threads and strips can be used for weaving
basket, vase, plate, pot, box, case, screen, furniture, lanterns, toy, animal,
buiding and figure. Above—mentioned art handcrafts are traded both in home
and abroad, including USA, Japan, ltaly, Australia etc. The value is higher than
that of bamboo itself by over 10 times. The value of one weaving hen equals
to 10 live hens.

In 1980s China had over 200 enterprises dealng with bamboo weaving products,
which were distributed mainly in Zhejang, Fujan, Sichuan, Hunan, Anhui, Jangxi,
Yunnan and Hubei Provinces. The weaving articles produced in different places
have various styles, which fuly embody inteligence and skils of bamboo weaving
artists.
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Bamboo weaving technology represents a Chinese ancient art.

In order to make green bamboo threads and strips it has a long

and complicated process (over 10 working procedures), including bamboo cutting,
node removing, sectoring, splitting and other working procedures.

The threads and strips are different in terms of fineness. For instance,

Within 3cm total of 150 bamboo threads can be woven,

and within 1 cm total of 100 bamboo strips cam be layered.

The thick strips are very elastic, which have special use in weaving.
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Long history and culture:
Historical footprint of bamboo weaving
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Since thousands years ago bamboo has enjoyed an extremely important
position in culture, art and daily life in China. In particular, the bamboo weaving
has longest time of use. The ruins of Hemudu, which was found in Yuyao City

of Zhejang Province in 1978, can date back 7000 years, and have some bamboo
weaving articles unearthed.
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Echo of ancient bamboo weaving
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The history of bamboo weaving may trace to the early neolithic period.

The archaeological studies have proved that human being after settled
ways of life tried to make baskets by using plant branches. The bamboo due
to its special property such as elasticity and tenacity was chosen as main
material for weaving at that time.

[t was found that the potteries unearthed at ruins of Hemudu had weaving
moulage. At ruins of Miaodigou and Sanligiao the unearthed potteries had also
weaving moulage, including cross weaving and V—shape weaving. We may
conclude that bamboo weaving technology should be started earlier than that
of potteries.
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Taishan ,the founder of Chinese weaving technology
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During the Warring States Period (403—221BC) a person named Taishan, who
made great efforts to study bamboo weaving skils, is historicaly recognized as
weaving technology founder. Taishan was a disciple of carpenter Lu Ban. Under
guidance of Lu Ban Taishan soon learnt skils of woodworking technology, such
as sawing, ax splitting, shaving and chiselng. Instead of wood he preferred to

process bamboo. People curiously noted that bamboo articles coud fuly compare
beauty with wooden ones.
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Bamboo weaving flower developed by culture of Chu Kingdom
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Chu Kingdom was one of the kingdoms in Warring States Period. During that
time Chu Kingdom was a power country with vast territory and developed
economy. The sharp iron tools were used instead of bronze. This progress
played a significant role of promoting processing technology of bamboo. The
bamboo woven products of Chu Kingdom that we can see at present mainly
include bamboo mat, bamboo case, bamboo fan, bamboo basket, and holder and

so on. Total of 100 pieces of bamboo woven products of Chu Kingdom were
unearthed.

During period of Qin Dynasty (221—206 BC) and Han Dynasty (202 BC—220 AD)
the bamboo weaving technology was following Chu Kingdom. In 1980 a bronze
chariot with horses was unearthed in Xi’an City. On the seat bottom there was
a grid grains, which was identical to that of Chu Kingdom.

FLIBT S S P B0 VE K, JE 50, O EK, 17y B84 B SE A LI A0 PR,
DI LTI RS R “ R R BRI IR T N A7 Yn IR S B, R R L, R 58
£ FEATT IR 1 s TGt A A 4 v P B S G BT BRI €, SR TR AR BRI 2L
IS T AR T , SEUTAR O — A PR AT FEFL . B D & S A 48 B8 T T A, AL
45 e | R S B I g T A AT B S AT RS R R SR E AT
Bt HH 2R R E T I L B R E R 2GR E SR B A T Z A0 =,
EEAEENT RS A CIHIBIFETE 4 LR SOT B T 45 E N2 i 45 FA T2 — 1 xE
Rz ik,

e A B RS SR AT AR S A Ra AR, ER I TR AT AT , 4B R
4y B N SR AR, AR I EFE RO S T AT S R R A

Z= YRR SR I 28 T AR E BT R T S Hogm AR T I AN SO SE A AN FE T S
—Rf,19804F , FeE e T/EZBEPIZH £ 7 “RERMAZED” , i 210 = 2 BE LR HED
AT TTHRG O B AT, X TT AR SO R ARYE 24 7T 4 i T 9% 2R R T A% SCRI B 1
FSORE B BB B H b sl A E BT SRR

FECATEE HH SR T 4 g 2R B e R AR O, FH B G T SR G 2H A 1L
TR T AT 45 By e g 5eTR] , S B— RS BT STANAT 5 76 24 ISR S8 AR U AR T
FH oL BETE200053 4R fS 145 TR, T AR-Z B AT R 31, Hogm 2207 13, 0 FA 1T ie
M.

— . R KRNI PEM%&NH Lo < 15



(DY) 5 Bk L i

The thin bamboo strip likes cicada’s wing
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The bamboo weaving technology of Chu Kingdom of Warring States Period
had a further development in Qin Dynasty and Han Dynasty, and disseminated
to southern part of China and southeastern coast, where was bamboo distribution
area.

In the middle of fourth century Xu Xun, a famous poet of Eastern Jin
Dynasty(317—420 AD) moved from Beidianshan of Xiaoshan County of Zhejiang
Province to Jinting of Shan County (how Shengzhou City of Zhejiang Province).
He saw a fine bamboo woven round fan and with pleasure inscribed a poem on
the fan covering, saying that fan covering is so thin and transparent as an
autumn cicada’s wing. From this fact we can conclude that bamboo weaving
technology of Shengzhou was well known as early as 1500 years ago.

During Tang Dynasty (618—907AD) and Song Dynasty (960—1279AD) bamboo
artists in Qichun City of Hubei Province made bamboo mat using Qizhu bamboo
(Bambusa mutipex) a native bamboo species. The bamboo mat was nice and
beautiful as sik. According to Xintangshu, the historical note, it was an
indispensable article of tribute to the imperial court of Tang Dynasty.
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