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Preface

To commemorate the 40th year of production following the resumption of operations, this picture album of Benxi
Iron and Steel Co. has been created for public figures from various circles at home and abroad.

Bengang (short form of Benxi Iron and Steel Co.) has existed for 80 years, from its birth up until today, during
which time a great number of workers and staff members have experienced many hardships and setbacks and have put all
of their strength into their work. In doing so, they have made great achievements in this pioneering enterprise.

The Bengang picture album illustrates the historical character and features of different periods, the remarkable
changes in iron and steel production the spirit of community and workers life. The album also embodies Bengangs’
spirit of working hard for the prosperity of the countryv.

After viewing the album of pictures, people will be deeply impressed by Bengang s progress and will be inclined to
explore and strive for the new objectives.

The picture album is an appended volume of the Bengang annals, with about 300 photographs in all collected from
different historical periods.

During the time spent collecting, sorting and compiling the pictures. some units gave us warm support and instruc-
tion and some photography enthusiasts provided us with many rare pictures. We express our heartfelt thanks for their

help.
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A General Introduction of Benxi Iron and Steel Co.

Benxi Iron and Steel Co. is located in the famous iron and coal city of Benxi on the liaodong peninsula. Benxi lies at
the hub of Shen—dan. Xi~liao and Xi—tian railways and roads. Thus communications are extremely convenient. Benxi is
rich in natural resources and an excellent place for developing iron and steel industries.

Bengang is one of the largest iron and steel integrated complexes in the country encompassing mining. ironmaking.
steelmaking. rolling mill. coking and coke chemicals production. refractory production. eletricity generation. transporta-
tion, machinery repairing. civil and engineering construction as well as scientific research. design, schools. hospitals and

welfare facilities.



There are at present 143 thousand workers and staff members, with 3.800M yuan fixed assets and total sales of up to
2,500M yuan / a.

There are two large opencut iron mines, including Nanfen mine which is one of the largest ferrous metallurgical
mines in our-country. In addition,Bengang operates 5 blast furnaces, with a total effective volume of 4,900m?, 12 electric
arc furnaces, 3x120t BOF, one 1150mm universing bloomer and a 1700mm hot strip mill.

Today Bengang has become an exceptional iron and steel integrated complex with iron production of 3M tons., basic
converter steel, 2M tons and electric steel, 300 thousand tons. The cast iron produced in Bengang has come to be known
as “Ren Shen ”iron and has consistently obtained gold medal ratings in China. Electric steel for the blades of steam tur-
bines with 0.3~0.6M kw / h. won the silver medal. Lenticular pattern steel and 14 Mn steel for cylinder of converter steel
come-up to advanced world standards. The products made in Bengang have been widely marketed within 28 provinces
and municipalities at home and in 15 countries and districts in the world.

Bengang is an old enterprise first established in 1905. It was initially occupied forcibly by Japanese firm without
permission of the Chinese government, and then latter it was run by both China and Japan. After victory in the war of re-
sistance against Japan, production was brought to a standstill.

In 1949, with the formal resumption of production, Bengang began a new chapter in its history. During the period of
the first 5—year plan, Bengang was one of 156 projects to be constructed under the help of the Soviet Union. Since 1970.
Bengang has carried out large scale reconstruction and expansion.

Over the past 40 years, Bengang workers and staff have developed their enterprising spirit of “working hard for the
prosperity of the country, opening a new path for the development of production and technology, managing strictly and
based only on the facts and trying to be first at bringing about excellent results” . In doing so, they have made a
coutribution to the economic development of our country. Bengang has so far produced accumulatively about 68M tons
of iron, 18M tons of steel, 10M tons of rolled steel and has turned over 5.066M yuan of profit tax to the state. Moreover
Bengang has also sent 1,400 workers and cadres to other units to help with construction.

In the past ten years of reform, Bengang has given full paly to the superiority of natural resources, talented persons.
technology and products to speed up the technological restructuring. Bengang has made a great progress in production
scale, product structure and economic profits. Between 1979 and 1988, the profit tax increased 3.89 times and the total
value of the output doubled, with steel increasing 3.7 times and rolled steel 13 times. The “75”development plan has been
realized 2 years ahead of schedule. So, Bengang has been elected as a second class enterprise of the country; a first class
enterprise of standardization and an advanced unit in technical remaking by the state.
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In November 1986, vice—premier Li Peng inscribes during his inspection
on Bengang.
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Vice—premier Li Peng has an interview with the leaders of Benxi and
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In 1956, Zhu De, Dong Bi—wu and Lin Feng inspect Bengang and have a picture with part of Bengang I




