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g % A hundred years or more after the time

d g of Alfred the Great (king of England, 849~
it 899), there was a king of England named
7 Canute. The great men and officers who

were around King Canute were always
praising him.
“You are the greatest man that ever

lived.” one would say.

And another would say, “Oh,king!
There can never be another man so mighty
as you.”

Then another would say, “Great

Canute, there is nothing in the world that
dares to disobey you.”

The king was a man of sense, and he
grew very tired of hearing such foolish

speeches.




One day he was by the seashore, and his officers were with him. They were
praising him, as they were in the habit of doing. He thought that now he would
teach them a lesson, and so he bade them set his chair on the beach close by the
edge of the water. .

“Am I the greatest man in the world?” he asked.

“Oh, king! ” they cried, “there is no one so mighty as you.”

“Do all the things obey me?” he asked.

“There is nothing that dares to disobey you, Oh,king! ” they said. “The
world bows before you, and gives you honour.”

“Will the sea obey me?” he asked,and he looked down at the little waves
which were lapping the sand at his feet.

The foolish officers were puzzled, but they did not dare to say “No”.

“Command it, O king! And it will obey.” said one.

“Sea,” cried Canute, “I command you to come no farther! Waves, stop your
rolling, and do not dare to touch my feet! ”

But the tide came in, just as it always did. The water rose higher and higher.
It came up around the king’s chair, and wetted not only his feet, but also his
robe. His officers stood about him, alarmed, wondering whether he was not mad.

Then Canute took off his crown, and threw it down upon the sand.

“I shall never wear it again,” he said. “And do you, my man, learn a lesson
from what you have seen? There is only one king who is all powerful; and it is he
who rules the sea, holds the ocean in the hollow of his hand. It is he whom you

ought to praise and serve above all others.”
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Passing through the Atlanta airport
one morning,l caught one of those trains
that take travelers from the main terminal
to their boarding gates.Free,sterile and im-
personal ,the trains run back and forth all
day long.Not many people consider them
fun, but on this Saturday I heard laughter.

At the front of the first carlooking out
the window at the track that lay ahead,
were a man and his son.They had just
stopped to let off passengers,and the doors
were closing again. “Here we go! Hold on
to me tight! ” the father said.The boy,
about five years old, made sounds of cheer
delight.

I know we’re supposed to avoid mak-

ing racial distinctions these days,so I hope



no one will mind if I mention that most people on the train were white,dressed for
business trips or vacations and that the father and son were black,dressed in
clothes that were just about as inexpensive as you can buy.

“Look out there,” the father said to his son.“See that pilot? I bet he’s walk-
ing to his plane.” The son craned his neck to look.

As I got off,I remembered something I’d wanted to buy in the terminal. I
was early for my flight,so I decided to go back.

I did and just as I was about to reboard the train for my gate,l saw that the
man and his son had returned too. I realized then that they hadn’t been heaving
for a flight,but had just been riding the shuttle.

“You want to go home now? "the father asked.

“I want to ride some more! ”

“More?” the father said,mocking exasperation but clearly pleased. “You’re
not tired? ”

“This is fun!! ” his son said.

“All right,” the father replied ,and when a door opened we all got on.

There are parents who can afford to send their children to Europe or Disney-
land, and the children turn out rotten. There are parents who live in million-dollar
houses and give their children cars and swimming pools,yet something goes
wrong.

“Where are all these people going,Daddy? ” the son asked,

“All over the world,”came the reply.The other people in the airport were
leaving for distant destinations or arriving at the ends of their journeys. The father
and son,though,were just riding this shuttle together,making it exciting,sharing
each other’s company.

He was a father who cared about spending the day with his son and who had
come up with this plan on a Saturday morning.

Parents who care enough to spend time,and to pay attention and to try their
best.It doesn’t cost a cent,yet it is the most valuable thing in the world.

The train picked up speed,and the father pointed something out,and the boy
laughed again. e
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I never go into the office

capitulation. I cannot have my

i

While the Presidential election was
taking place in the House of Representa-
tives, amid scenes of great excitement,
strife and intrigue, which was to decide
whether Jefferson or Burr should be the
chief magistrate of the nation, Jefferson
was stopped one day, as he was coming
out of the Senate chamber, by Governor
Morris, a prominent leader of the Federal-
ists.

Mr. Morris said, “I wish to have an
earnest talk with you, Mr. Jefferson, on the
alarming situation of things.”

“I am very glad,” said Jefferson, “to

talk matters over with you.”



