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#% Preface

English is an international language. It is also beautiful, so
why not use it and enjoy it to better our world? How to teach
yourself English, how to be able to say something about
yourself, how to get to know and understand each other, and
how to express yourself in art form, that is what I'd like to
present in this little book.

Teaching itself is an art. Art is the creation or expression of
what is beautiful. Gymnasts show their beauty better with music
accompaniment. Our English teaching should also let English
learners enjoy better learning. Business English is English used in
business. Our English should also be used into the arts for better
communicating and understanding.

In order to motivate learners to learn English, to make
English easier for them to learn and to give them more practice,
| will follow music creation to present in this book a piece of
music “Song of Spring”. It is divided into three movements
(chapters). Chapter 1 aims at broadening one’s international
vision. Chapter I aims at helping lay a solid foundation.
Chapter Il aims at offering different art forms of activities, so
that learners can use English in their work and lives. My
classroom is like a buffet restaurant, where learners are free to
choose what they need. 1 also conduct my class in the way of
thinking globally and acting locally. Situational teaching and
learning integrates the features of visual, auditory, and
kinesthetic learning.

English learning, as presented in this book, has been well
received by my students in Seniors’ University. We know that
God only helps those who help themselves. Teach people how
to fish, and they can feed themselves for a lifetime. All students
can be taught well. The only problems that can’t be solved are



these we haven’t worked hard enough on. English learners can surely keep
themselves happy if they never give up, even if they have to start all over
again from the very beginning.
| come from an old and well-known teacher’s family, but I am not lucky
enough to have been taught by my elder generation due to historical
reasons. Being imperceptibly influenced by what | constantly see and hear, |
know very well that education is an art of regret, which has no best one but
only better one. We will never feel satisfied with what we have done. We
must keep learning to catch up with and surpass an advanced level and keep
improving things. Since | graduated from the English department of the
former Suzhou University 40 years ago, | have taught many many people,
including pre-school kids, young and old college students, and international
learners from the countryside to big cities such as Shanghai and New York. |
feel deeply that there is no end to learning. Life is about making progress.
I’m proud of my students who make me very happy. That’s why | today dare
to cast a brick to attract jade (offer a few commonplace remarks by way of
introduction so that others may come up with valuable opinions). Criticisms
and suggestions are welcome. Let’s join hands to push forward our
educational cause so that it can develop well.
Jane Chen
Spring 2010
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You are here!
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Go straight ahead and take the 2nd turning on the left. s is
on the corner. You can’t miss it.
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