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1 took the airplane to the living

room and played with it for a long
time. I was still mad at my mother® and - <

| hurled the airplane into the air. It was
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The Toy
It was 1952 and my father was away at war, leaving my
mother and me behind to face hardship alone. | was ten. My
mother was a surgeon and worked at the local clinic a few
blocks from where we lived. We both resided in a medieval
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apartment in the city. It was nolsy and cold in the winter,
whereas humid in the summer. My mother argued with the
landlord constantly, as did the other tenants. To their
dismay, the landlord made promises, which he never kept.
My mother's only revenge for this devil was that he would
burn in hell someday. | learned a valuable lesson that year
which carries on to this day.

The bell rang and thoughts of Christmas were the only
thing on my mindV | raced home from school in the fresh
snow that fell while | was in school. It lay there on the
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ground, white and smooth, waiting for my bo
its beauty. / stopped briefi'® to gather some|
hands, packing it tight, then | threw it at Susid
her.

“Danny, I'm telling your mother on you
laughed and run away.

The five--story building where | lived was m|
bricks. There was a large, cement stoop in
building as you entered. A spiral staircase reac!
apartment and continued to the top of the by
very top of the steps was a door that led you
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For the want of a nail the shoe was lost,

For the want of a shoe the horse was lost,

For the want of a horse the rider was lost,

For the want of a rider the battle was lost,

For the want of a battle the kingdom was lost,

And all for the want of a horse shoe nail.

Benjamin Franklin
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The Toy

It was 1952 and my father was away at war, leaving my mother and me
behind to face hardship alone. I was ten. My mother was a surgeon and
worked at the local clinic a few blocks from where we lived. We both resided
in a medieval apartment in the city. It was noisy and cold in the winter,
whereas humid in the summer. My mother argued with the landlord constant-
ly, as did the other tenants. To their dismay, the landlord made promises,
which he never kept. My mother’s only revenge for this devil was that he
would burn in hell someday. I learned a valuable lesson that year which car-
ries on to this day.

The bell rang and thoughts of Christmas were the only thing on my mind.®
I raced home from school in the fresh snow that fell while I was in school. It
lay there on the ground, white and smooth, waiting for my boots to disturb its
beauty. I stopped briefly® to gather some snow in my hands, packing it
tight, then I threw it at Susie as I ran past her.

“Danny, I’'m telling your mother on you®  "she cried. I laughed and ran
away.

The five-story building where I lived was made of brown bricks. There
was a large, cement stoop in front of the building as you entered. A spiral
staircase reached up to our apartment and continued to the top of the buil-
ding. At the very top of the steps was a door that led you to the terrace. The
summer brought many parties up there® . Sometimes I would go up there and
watch old man Macinni tending to his pigeons.

The apartment was empty when I arrived and a note was attached to the
refrigerator. My mother was working a double shift and left me instructions
for the day.® | became angry and ripped the note in several pieces. We had
planned on making Christmas biscuits and apple pies together, but my mother
spoiled it by working.

I sulked® for several minutes, and then realized I was alone. My mother
hid the Christmas presents somewhere in her bedroom and I found this to be
the perfect opportunity to investigate. 1 carefully rummaged through® her
closet, finding most of the gifts wrapped in linen cloth. All but one toy, a
model airplane.

I took the airplane to the living room and played with it for a long time.
I was still mad at my mother® and I hurled the airplane into the air. It was so
crisp and crashed down on the floor, breaking one of its wings.

I stood frozen with my eyes and mouth wide open, staring down at the
plane. Oh boy, am I in trouble!® Picking up the broken parts of the plane, I
thought, how was I going to explain this? I had not got even a coin in my
pocket. Where did my mother buy the plane? How can I make some money to
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replace it? Who would give me a job now? On Christmas Eve!

Then I heard my mother coming through the door. This is awful! Why was
she coming home now? I raced to my room, hiding the broken plane under my
sweater.

“Danny?”

“Yeah Mom?"I shouted through the closed door.

“I'm on a break. I came home to take a present to one of my patients,” she
shouted back at me.

I sat on my bed, unable to come up with a good explanation® for the toy
missing in her closet. The silence was torture® . 1 did not hear my mother asking
herself, where did that toy go? Or yell for me to come in her room. All I heard
was a gentle knock on my door. I slowly went to the door and opened it. My
mother stood there, leaning against the doorframe with her arms folded in front
of her. She stared at the lump that protruded from my belly® .

After telling my mother the horrible truth, she made me put my coat on and
told me to follow her. We left our apartment and walked to the hospital. I
stayed one pace behind her®, my head bowed down as we walked. The avenue
was illuminated with Christmas lights. People busied® the streets with their arms
full of packages. I thought they all were staring at me for the terrible thing I had
done. I knew why my mother was taking me to where she worked. The county
clinic bore many tales.

Climbing the steps without catching our breath, we entered the clinic. We
climbed more steps and reached the floor where my mother worked. Several
nurses my mother knew greeted us with a “Merry Christmas”. My mother re-
turned the greetings without stopping as we continued down a lobby. We
stopped outside a ward and I peeked inside the dim ward. There in a bed was a
lad who looked very sick.

“That boy is going to die, Danny,” my mother told me. “Possibly today,
maybe tomorrow. He loves planes. I knew his mother could not afford to buy
him one. So I did. I count my blessings every night and think of this boy and
how grateful I am that you are not in that bed. ”

The words cut hard and sharp in my heart. The tears rolled down my face
and I was so guilty. I ran as fast as I could, down the lobby and out of the clinic.
I ran home and into my room where I cried myself to sleep® .

Nowadays, 30 years have elapsed, 1 am sitting behind my desk at my elec-
tronic enterprise, waiting for my wife. Susie and I married when we graduated
from high school. On Christmas Eve, Susie and I take toys for the little infants
at the local shelters® . Hitherto, we have never missed this seasonal tradition.
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Fish Fancier

A man was admiring the tropical fish in the pet shop where | used to
work. When | offered my assistance, he mentioned that his new wife was a
fish fancier. After | showed him around, he shouted, “There she is! That's
the one I'll take.” As I scooped out a large, sluggish goldfish with a gray
splotch at the top of its head, the man exclaimed, “My bride will love this!
She’s always wanted to know what my first wife looked like!”
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My Strange Experience

It was the morning after the night before® . I was aroused by the sound of
the stereo from downstairs and the smell of bacon permeated the air. Usually
such an odor would be from paradise, but not today, for my throat was thirsty
and my head dizzy® .

I rubbed my eyes and tried to focus on my surroundings. Yes, I was in my
flat, though I couldn’t remember how I got back here last night. The only
plausible thing I could recall was meeting my best friends Brian and George at
an urban café before we left for the college ball. Just who was downstairs
making themselves at home® , 1 wondered.

My eyes suddenly fixed on the female underwear lying on the chair next
to my bed. On the floor below lay a white crumpled dress. I blinked twice to
be sure that my eyes weren't deceiving me. It wasn't just any old dress—it was
a superb wedding dress!

[ stumbled out of bed, suddenly fully alert, my heart beating wildly in
my chest. 1 tried to think back to the previous evening, but there appeared to
be an alcohol-induced gaping hole® in my memory. Suddenly, a few obscure
images were evoked—there was a smiling ambassador, rings were being ex-
changed. Brian and George were there too, I was sure of it. Did I get roa-
ring® drunk and marry a complete stranger?

Surely they wouldn’t have let me go through with it , my supposedly intimate
friends?® They wouldn’t let me get married—or were they also so drunk that
they didn’t care? It had to be a bad dream. But then who was down in my
kitchen cooking breakfast and listening to the radio? It certainly wasn’t my
flatmate for I didn't have one. I crept over to my wardrobe and [ished out@
some clean clothes—sock, jeans and an old T-shirt—anything to cover myself
up from the strange woman downstairs who'd left her underwear and silky
wedding dress beside my bed.

Just then I remembered a Mediterranean film I had seen once about a man
and a woman who got drunk and ended up getting married two hours after
meeting. | sat on the bed, trying to rack my brain® for answers. Surely I
couldn’t have been so stupid! I looked over at the crumpled dress on the floor
and my heart sank as I thought of how my poor parents would react when I
broke the news: “Hi mum, hi dad—I just got married to a complete stranger I
met when [ was drunk. Sorry I didn’t invite you, but it happened so fast...”

I couldn’t possibly do it. Herd® I was only 21 and had just received a di-
ploma in architecture, had a brilliant job lined up already. Mom and Dad
were so proud of me at my graduation a week ago. What a mess!

I could hear the clatter of plates coming from downstairs and the butter-
flies in the pit of my stomach began multiplying by the second.® [t was time

(O L

@ FHeycEoE KT,
HkF B, i
# head 5 dizzy Z
18 B4+ T was,

@ #®ETE—H
make oneself at home:
M1, A TR o

@ — A iE ML T
RO TG, ik
R ¥ iF ik, ¥ miad
5 A 8

® seaAE“AEF 6, B
PG e

® b 4 8§ they PP 45
my supposedly inti-
mate friends; go
through with it #&
5 g A AL,

GF: &880 ¥

rack one’s brain(s):
JiE A2

(O PUE b ¥ i o

@ M AR — %) A2 R AP 2
TR 69 K FHTT & He ],
“the butterflies in
the pit of my sto-
mach” £ ¥ & A & T
Wk A Hr sk gl ALy
R ek i B L




to face the music. ® 1 would go downstairs and choose my words carefully. Who-
ever | had married, surely she would be most likely to be full of regrets also? No
one could be that arbitrary to get married, could they?

“Listen, " I'd say as politely and as calmly as possible. “I'm sure you're an
elegant lady and all that, but this was not a good idea for us to get married. It's
just not the right time for me. Another time, another place perhaps, but...”"
Just then the words “Grub’s® ready!” reverberated up from downstairs. Hang
on, I thought—that’s not a woman'’s voice. In fact I recognized it distinctly. I
got up from the bed and cautiously made my way down to the kitchen.

There was a figure lounging on the couch, tapping the table. In fact, it was
Brian, my best friend. He graduated one year earlier than me. A year later he
became the chief clerk of a commercial association. He turned round to greet
me, a huge grin on his face. “Well isn’t it the new bride!” he quipped cheerful-
ly. “What a state you were in last night! You drunk so many cocktail and so
much champagne that I thought I'd better bring you home and stay over the
night! " “What happened?” I pleaded. “You made a lovely bride,” he laughed,
“don’t you remember—it was the final college ball last night. Fancy dress. ®
You insisted on swapping outfits with some girl who was dressed as a bride.
There was someone dressed up as an ambassador, and hey—you married
George!” With this he collapsed into heaps of laughter as I breathed a huge sigh
of relief. "And,” he added, “you two even exchanged rings!"

I looked down at my hand. Sure enough, there on the third finger of my left
hand was an absurd ring-pull® from a beer can.

Suddenly I had a robust appetite. I picked up a chunk of steak sausage and
bit into it, thinking to myself how lucky I was to be young, free and single. . .

(847 words)
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associate [o'souftert] vr. ERAEBKR,EEXE vi. X | heap [hip] n. (—)#,K8,FZL o (up)f(i)

=, 4% n BEANEBE a 3H . hole [hovl] n. &, FL

association [aisovfi'elfon] n. <, K, BXS, BEEK, | induce [m'djuws] v. 31, S8 3135F, s, B
B2AE BAR intimate [ 'mtimit] a. EEH, BYIN

butterfly [ 'batoflar] n. Bt ! jeans [dsinz] n. (pl. )41{F#

deceive [di'siiv] v. HRIR,5#k | laughter ['lafto] n. % (7)

diploma [di'plovms] n. EENV ST, SAIE B

distinet [di'stigkt] a. (from)EATREH  ELH,BEHN
distinction [ di'stigkfon] n. Z 3|, X 4>

dizzy ['diz1] a. L2 BEH,BEX2M

drunk [dragk] a. EEEH

elegant ['eligont] a. {LER, LI, FEEH

evoke [1'vouk] v. B|#E,M4,3| %

exchange [ iks'tfeind3] v. /n. (for)3z5#h,iE#, H ik, 3

odor ['suds] n. Sk, ZFE

S A SR . paradise [ 'paeradaiz] n. K&
fancy ['fensi] n. 247, BB, %% v 8%, 448  Permeate ['pamrert] v. 3R:&8,B%H , 8% BN, 55
a. HRE, SISH, BN . opit [pit] n. LU, BARH, EF, B 4
female [ 'fimerl] n. % ME# . ZIERY, Mgy, 3 | Plausible ['plozobl] a. AFAIREY, UF T fEHY
s . plead [plid] v. B3K,EK; N P
focus ['fovkes] v. (on)B£,EH n FA, previous [ 'priwvios] a. 5E, 87, ARTAY; (o) FE--- - 2 A1
gap [gep] n. 501, )RR rack [reek] n. #YIZL, HEWZ o (EEE,ITE
grin [grin] v. BETE, B BEWEE react [ri'eekt] v. R, ¥R ; (against) 3T, AR A

6

o likely ['latkli] a. RETEERY, BHREM ad. KK, 23
lucky ['laki] a. SEIEM, =M

- mess [mes] n. JREL,BZBEEL v FEL, FAE,IEE
. multiply ['maltplai] v. (by)3€, 485k, 80, 855

: obscure [ob'skjue] a. HEHAM, MERH; BEHY, BAEHY

outfit [avthit] n. S PRI, K&, Gt
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recall [ri'ko:l] v. [EZ;#5H, W@l sausage [ 'sosid3z] n. &%, B

regret [ri'gret] v. /n. 1RIE,BIE, K stumble [ 'stambl] v. /n. Bk,

relief [r1'lif] n. (FBEEZ )RR, B BR, KT superb [sju'pab] a. HREFH, SHREN

ring [rig] v. R (), 8 n fo. FTHEIF surroundings [ so'raondigz] n. IREE, FEMNEY

robust [rou'bast, 'revbast] a. &M, BEN throat [Orout | n. NAME , B F

rub [rab] v. ()& urban [ 'sbon] a. WHH
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Fantasy Farm

When my classmate Rashed informed me that Reza was back, I was really
very happy. For the last two weeks Reza had not been at his house without any
notice. Rashed also informed that Reza was not like his usual selfO | he
looked rather a shadow of the person we knew. Of course it could be true.®
For the last few days Reza had been working really hard to gain body fitness.
The last time I saw him, he was running in his red tracksuit. When [ asked
him, “Why are you running so early in the morning?” In reply he boasted, “It
is beneficial to your health. ”

Since | was so eager to know where he had been for the last two weeks, I
did not waste time to meet him after school. I went straight to his house. He
opened the door. Yes, Rashed was right. Reza was really sick. He had be-
come thinner. He could not even walk properly. He was a bit lame and feeling
pain in every step. With the help of a stick he managed to sit on his bed. He
asked me for a mug of water.

I became even more curious to know what had happened. I asked him,
“What happened? Did you have an accident?”

He did not answer. He started trembling in unknown fear. Then he asked
me in a low eccentric voice, “Have you ever heard of the ‘Fantasy Farm'?”
“No."” “Thank God, he just spared your life.” He then put a pillow behind his
back and started telling me his story.

“I think you know my friend Rafat. I heard about ‘Fantasy Farm’ from
him. He had heard about it from another friend. One day Rafat’s friend went
to ‘Fantasy Farm’. It is a large farmhouse on approximately 50-acre of land.
It has a flock of domestic animals and their breeding facilities like any other
suburban farmhouses. But ‘Fantasy Farm’ is different from other farms for one
reason. It has a ‘Fun House’; a round, well-protected area for different sorts
of funny games. There is even a balcony for spectators to entertain the games
in the fun house. It is like a mini indoor gym.

“Rafat’s friend went to the farm and participated in the fun game. It was
so simple. He bought a ticket with 20 fakas® . He was given a black blouse and
a black bag by the cashier, and asked to find eggs in the ‘Fun House’ in a stipu-
lated time of two minutes. Eggs were hidden under the sand. He managed to
find 11 eggs in the stipulated time. Consequently, he won a flower crown.

“In the next week Rafat went to the farm to participate in the fun game.
This time he was given a yellow blouse and given a stipulated time of ten minutes
to catch as many hens as he could. Rafat was not ready for something like this.
He tried his best to catch a hen but failed. The audience applauded him for his
great effort though. It was great fun for the spectators.

“After that Rafat informed me about the ‘Fantasy Farm’. I thought it was a
great opportunity for me. If I visited the farm I could get valuable knowledge
about farming as well as take the chance of attaining something in the ‘Fun
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