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CHILDREN OF WEN CHUAN AND I
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Beginning in 2002, I visited my homeland of China often, making seven trips to the region of Wen Chuan, in
particular, to gather inspiration for my work. During these visits, I developed a connection to the local children of the
area. Then, the sudden earthquake disaster that hit the area in 2008 left me devastated and full of grief. A post—quake
visit left me with overcome with emotion. The children of Wen Chuan — before, during and after the earthquake —
inspired me with hope, courage and never left my thoughts, motivating me to create this series of paintings about the
children of Wen Chuan.

I dedicate this series to the inspiring children of Wen Chuan, who showed amazing courage and strength in the face

of the great earthquake of May 12.
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