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Introduction

Presented in the book are eighteen selected coins among China's best coins throughout the
3000 years' history of Chinese currency, which were circulated in Ningbo and had been closely
related to Ningbo' development. Some of them are the scarce titbits minted in different dynasties.
All the coins are genuine and arranged chronologically, Also provided for readers are their
background knowledge when issued and the corresponding historical events in Ningbo as well.

All the coins in the book are provided by museums and appraised by experts.
They are of high value as cultural relics, some of which are prohibited for sale abroad and

hence the book can only be published in China.
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The history of Ningbo
Foreword

China, as a country of ancient civilization. has

ot only a long history but a rich culture as well. In
China's cultural history, coins cover one of the dazzlingly brilliant pages. Millions of coins
existihg today are the mirrors reftecting various cultures. many of which are rarities
minted in different dynasties .
S Coins are a medium for goods exchange and the witness of history. Ningbu is 4
famous international trade port, which beeame open to the world in Tang dynasty.
Ningbo is a treasure with rich coin and commercial cultures due Lo its continuous
evelopment and  cultural accumulation. Ningho's coins are an important
component of Chinese coins.

Ningba is a place where I have been living and stutying, After Lread the
book The History of Ningbo, [ felt very much proud of our homeland and
cople, besides appreciating a lot of searce collector's coins. Those

| photos, coins and words seem to have told me the history of
Ningbo. Reviewing the history -of Ningbo, especially its
modern history, can stimulate us to promote Ningbo's
o development and encourage us 1o wark even harder

for our country.
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® Ningbo is famous city with longstanding history and |
civilization. About 7000 years ago our ancestors H SEERRGE (AT2E) . KT
c:—:;uedl Hevmu':lu c.;mza?iu:, The r‘;nho.runnmn nInd AMBESHABHAE, BUEFS (0%
shifanglun is the embryonic forms o inese annular WHEE  ATRFE LRSI

coin.
@  After founding a united China, Qinshibuang divided [ FEHMAE (LHTIE) , SEE
the whole country into many counties under 36 EEERME LA CH R

prefectures. In today's Ningbo area, there were such
counties as Yin, Mao, Juzhang .etc. They were all under
the prefecture of Kuaiji.

@ Inthesccond year of Ciwia of Wu (239 A.D.) during the
Three Kingdoms, Kan Ze, then Taizitaifu, changed his
private house in Juzhang into Puji Temple, which

became the first Buddhist temple in Ningbo.

In the fifth year of Xianhe (330 A.D.) in Jin Dynasty. Yu
Xi, & scholar in Yuyagawnd year difference i

ronomy.
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uliang

Bunliang coins first appearcd in Qin during the Warring States, which are the first round
coins witha squire hole in the center, In 221 B.C., afier Qinshihuang founded a united China,
Banliang coins became cireulated in the whole country until the Fourth year of Yuanshou (119
B.C) of Han Dy,
as long as 2000 y

sty. Since then, this kind of coins were/used by all the dynasties 1o come in
ars . which even influenced the neighboring countries. It was not until the

appesrance of machine-made coins thut such round coins with a square hole were withdrawn

A %

WERTHAE (DTHII8EY , EEH, HEKE. HRIEN, A@N
MAG#E HEESEKEME (AT6215) AEXPLER. AHREH
BEHR2s,28, THTI0F, BRENTE EEeE R .

Wuzho

frommgireulation

In the fifth year of Yuanshou (|18 B.C) of Xikan Dyhasty, Banliang was ubalished and
Wiizhiu minted, which bid tovered Donghian Dynasty, Six Dynastics and Sui Dynasty. und did
not stop it:

irculation until the forth year of Wude of Tang Dynasty (C. 621). Wazhu had been

']
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uscd for 739 years and has the longest cireulation history in China

Huo

Huoquan was minted by Wang Mang in fate Xihan (€. 14), who was the first one tocall it

“spring” * instedd of “money” *. Literatey throughout following dynasties tended to-use
the word “Quon” instead of the plain “money” .
®InChinese, *spring” and “money " are homonymsund both pronsunced “quan” .
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.D.) of Tang
hed and Yao
, Mao and

In the sixih to seventh year of Zaichu (695-696
A.DJof Tang Dynasty, Tianfeng Tower was first
buiit.

® In 738, Mac County became Mingzhou, which
was named after the famous Siming Mountain. That
year Mingzhou had 42 027 houscholds with a
population of 207 032, which is the earliest record
of Ningbo's population .

@  In 744, Qianzhen began his third voyage to Japan
but stopped by the storm. He had to stay in
Anyuwang Temple. Lu Nan, the magistrate of Mao
County led people to expand Wanjin Lake (today's
Donggian Lake), which could irrigate 500 qing of
field.

[ ] In 771, the magistrate of Mao County maved his
office to "Sanjiangkou" (today's ¢ity center of
Ningbo). In 821, the office of Mingzhou was also
moved there and an inner city was built afterwards
(today's Gulou is located at its south gate ).

In 833, Wang Yuanwei, the magistrate of Mao
County led the people to build Tashan Weirs with
long stones, which could retain fresh water, stop sea
water, and discharge Moods. Tt has become a key
e —histOLi cultural relic of our country.
gﬁ? 4 kiln owner in Shanglin Lake of

Cixi, was buried in a tribute kiln in the North Hill,
earliest record of Shanglin Lake

as dlso become a key historical and

ig.of our country.
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Kaivuan Tongbao

yuan Tongbao were minted in the fourth year of Wude ( 621A.D.)

" & Dynasty. The Chinese characters on the coins, neat and beautiful,
were written by the famous calligrapher Ouyang Xiu. They are the first
coins with the character * W ” on the surface, The Emperor Gaozu
abolished the tradition way to value the coin with weight into and created
abrand new system. [tisa decimal system, i.e. 10 gian make upone /iang.
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" Qianyuan Zhongbao

Qianyuan Zhongbao were first minted in the first year of Qanyuan
( 758A.D.) of Tang Dynasty, which is the earlicst Zhongbao coin and equal
to ten or fifty coins in value. and thus leading to its repeated devaluation
In 762 A.D. the government stopped the circulation of any high value coins
and restored low value coin system. However, almost all the dynasties

afterwards still forged Zhongbao coins.




B REg=% (AxesE) . @E
(CEHEEET) BERTFER
B, EMeMBEAM, EFRME.

B RETFofF (A7T999F) . WM
MEmE, SHM. rHmEEawH
CERE" . FETMEATERBHE.

B RAFFE (ATI078F) , W
ERBEMITETRANGAR, 24
“EEBGEER M R CEF W
A, HERE. FBATHE (S8

) HESW. MERE. ARRKE
.
B REEZHF (ATI079F) , B

EHME. MAZEWMRBAER
50006 (148% FH1000%) . 4UAE
M HEERE. AR, SRR, X
S EEREMEL

In the third year of Chunhua (992 A.D.). King of
Shepo (today's Indonesia) sent a fleet of six ships to
pay tribute in Bianjing via Mingzhou

In second year of Songzhenzong (999 AD.),
Mingzhou Ocean Shipping Department was
established. which formed the Three Departments
together with Guangzhou and Hangzhou Ocean

:Shlppiug Departments. And at the same time the

Persian Office was set up to the west of the
Department.

In the first year of Yuanfeng(1078 A.D.), the
government ordered Mingzhou to build two huge
ships. and sent An Tao and Chen Mu as envoys to
Korea from Dinghai(today's Zhenhai). When they
teached there, thousands of people turned out to
welcome them.

In the second year of Yuanfeng (1079 A.D.), the
gnvcmmum issued the rzgnhnnnx that if the trade
K mw S000 ji ( one ji equals

X lmm"fﬁmm-n should go to Mingzhou

@ng Department for registration,
gwmud licence, otherwise, he would be

~ punished asa smuggler.
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Chunhua Yuanbao

In the first year of Chunhua(990A.D.Jof Northern Song Dynasty, Chunhua Yuanbao
began to be minted. The characters on the coin were written by Zhao Wu, Emperor
Taizong in three different calligraphical styles: Zhenshu(regular script),
XKingshu(running hand) and Caoshu(cursive hand). So this coin is called Yushu (written
by the emperor)cain. As Emperor Taizong believed in Buddhism. people cherishied this
coin as a mascot, therefore many were lost. That is why its existing quantity is refatively

TElE

smaller than other coins in Nothern Song Dynasty.
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Yuanfeng Tonghao

In the first year of Yuanfeng(1078A.D.), Yuanfeng Tongbao were minted, whose
characters were in Zhuanshu(seal style), Xingshu and Lishu(official script), Some were
written by such great calligrapher as Su Dongpo, some by the emperor. and some even

by Japanese and Vietnamese calligraphers, which makes Yuanfeng Tongbao a single
kind of ancient coins with the most colorful calligraphical styles.
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In the 3
of Song Dynasty, Zhang Zongatin, an |
Mingzhou, and other 37 peapl 1
And Du Daoji and Zhu Yanzuo,
businessmen, went Korea and s

(somewhere on today's

®  in the first year of |
Songningzong named Ming
which covered today's Yin, Ci
Ninghai, Xiangshan, Dai
the same year, the Ocean Shi
at Jiangyin, Xi
abolished, only that
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Chongning Tongbao
Chongning Tongbao was minted during the years of
Chongning(1102-1106 A.D.} of Northern Song Dynasty. It is a real
ancient coins that had been buried underwater for nearly a thousand
years. Zhao Ji, Songhuizong, wrote the four Chinese characters on
the coin, so it is called "A Coin with Emperor's Handwriting ", which
is kinown as"Shoujin Style" and an outstanding ancient artistic rarity
in calligraphy. The strokes of this unique handwriting appear tight
and forceful as if cut with iron and silver.
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Zhenghe Tongbao

During the years of Zhenghe (1111- 1 118A.D.) of Northern Song

Dynasty, Zhenghe Tongbao were minted with copper and iran. such

as one as one, or one as two. Their editions are very complex, among

which enly coupled coins have over ten types. Zhenghe Tongbao are
known in history as the coins with the most editions,
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Inthe fourteenth year of Hongwu( 1381 A.D.) of
Ming Dynasty, to avoid the country name
“Ming" | the government changed it to Ningbo,
which means * When seas are ¢alm, waves are
tranquil.” Up to now this namie has been used for

‘more than 600 yeuars.

In the 41" year of Wanli(1613A.D.) of Ming
Dynasty, Xu Xiake, the fumous geographers, began
his long travel around the country from the west

gate of Ninghai. In the fifth year of
Chengzhen(1632,A.D.) of Ming Dynasty, he
returned to Ninghai for a rest, where he started his

monumental work “ The Travel Notes of Xu
Xiake" .
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Hongwu Tongbao began its circulation from the first year of Hongwu( 1368 A.D.y
of Ming Dynasty. After Zhu Yuanzhang became the emperor, he issued the currency
system, which were divided into five different sizes, The abverse of all the-coins must
carry four characters: # 8 (Hongwu Tongbao) ; the reverse also carried some
characters, which became the first of such coins in the Chinese Tongbao series.
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Chongzhen Tongbao were first minted in the seventh year of Tiangi(1627 A.D.) of
Ming Dynasty, which was then on the decline. In order to avoid economic collapse,
Emperor Chongzhen ordered to issue huge numbers of coins, which led to still more
coins forged by local and even private mints. On the reverse of Chongzhen Tongbao, the
characters can be divided into six categories in terms of face value, weight, place, year,
mint and star and moon, which are famous in history for their most complicated
characters on the reverse. Chongzhen Tongbao consists of more than 400 versions
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In the second year of Kangxi (1663 A.D.} of Qing Dynasty,
Huang Zongxi devoted himself to studies and writing books
after his failure to fight against Qing Dynasty. That year he
wrote The Record of Visit to Mingyi. and later The Case of Ming
Confucianism, which established Zhejiang School. Today's
Baiyun Villa is the place where Huang Zongxi gave his lectures
in those years.

In the third year of Kangxi { 1664 A.D.). Zhang Changshui,
disappointed to restore Ming Dynasty, dismissed his army and
lived in seclusion, where he was arrested . On September 20, he

was killed in Hangzhou.

In the 21" year of Daoguang(1841 A.D.), British warships
cruised near the coast of eastern Zhejiang. Lin Zexu, dismissed
from office by Emperor Daoguang, was sent to help defend

Zhenghai. However, he went to Yili, Xinjiang on exile very soon.
On Qctober 1, 29 British warships with about 4000 soldiers
invaded Zhenhai, the Chinese army, led by Ge Yunfei, Wang
Xipeng and Zheng Guohong, rose to fight against the invaders
for six days and nights. The thiree officers all fought until death.

In the 22% year of D: 1842 A.D.), the humili
Nanjing Treaty was signed. And Ningbo became one of the five
seaports open to foreign trade.

ln the 24' year of Dwmnng(lsﬂ A.D.). Ningbo was
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Kangxi Tongbao

Kangxi Tongbao came into being in the first year of Kangxi(1662 A.D.),

who ruled China for 61 years, the longest of all Chinese emperors. On the
cains were forged the names of the mints. Apart from the central mints, there
were 20 local mints all over the country.
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Daoguaneg Tonghao

In the first year of Daoguang(1821 A.D), such coins were first minted,

with 21 varieties. The coins minted from the end of Daoguang to Xianfeng

were inferior to any previous ones . whether in character, material, weight
orin quality. They are the most chaotic coins in China's curreney history.
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In the third year of Xianfeng (1853A.D.).
Beiyang ocean merchants established Qing 'an
guildhall at the Jiangdong, Ningbo.

In 1875, Yang Changjun, the governor of
Zhejiang province, with the permission of the
central government, employed people to exploit
Nantian Island of Xiangshan and brought its land
under cultivation .

In 1885, France warships kept attacking
Zhenghai, the Chinese army fought back very
bravely. On August 20, the Sino-French War at
Zhenghai ended, Ningbo port began its service.




