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Jntroduection to Law.
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" warming-up

> Listen & Do

Situation: Just as the new semester begins, Urban and Ivory come together to
Professor Justin’s office. They have a free discussiori with Professor
Justin about the new course “Legal English”.

Task: Listen to the dialogue of this unit and try to complete the following
sentences according to what you have héard from the CD-ROM attached
to your textbook.

[1] Professor Justin says legal English is challenging but

[2] The aim of the “plain legal language” movement is to make the legal
language and to be understood by common people.

[3] The first unit of the textbook deals mainly with such basic knowledge as
the of law and the of law.

[4] Unit Nine is about the » which is the dream of many students.

[5] The course aims at improving students’ legalv as well as legal

Surf & Learn ‘
This unit aims at a general ARPTCH EBRE LA TEER

understanding of the basic legal concept EFEFBREARMNEEE X . BEEE
of law. In addition, Text C gives an RFEFHZE,Text CHENE T EHE

Unit 1 Introduction to Law v



introduction of the origins and features
of legal English. To understand the
definition and grasp the sources of law,
the learners are supposed to try every
The
Internet-based learning would be more

means, especially the Internet.

effective if the learners could cooperate
with each other more frequently.

FERMBE R R . XEREE
BT R EM K AR, B
WS FHEAA R, fF 52
ELHER, B AR A A AR
MER, FHNRERIOENR
REFEI T k. M1 RE
ML A, mRRMR, R
Hifg.

http: //en. wikipedia. org
http: //www. google. com

Useful Websites:

Web Skills.

(1) Visit Wikipedia, type your
question or key word into the sc;afch
space before touching <ENTER>>, and
you will have a new page which could,
more often than not, satisfy yoﬁr needs.
And you could deepen your leérning by
opening relevant hyperlinks.

(2) Visit Google, type “definition.”
followed by your legal word and Google

P& -
L %%“&%ﬁﬂiﬁ TR

.ézaﬁaﬁf\n@;wae%ﬁ B

BT, e Bk BT, ZE LN
W, JIRPSUEC B S 3 NEE YT
’fﬂ_fuﬁﬁﬁﬁ& R

©)) %lﬁ%}%ﬁiﬁ E’lﬁ’?’lﬁ

- B3 A “definition: ¥ iE 8 iF”

(F: 7E definition SEHWE S5

RRAZERA S, FEBL L K

will turn out a series of definitions of the WA — R 5 # %T{#ﬁ%‘
word. ¥, '
N Key Words to Look Up
affidavit arrest breach case contract
defendant felony jury lawsuit lawyer
legislation legislature misdemeanor offeader plaintiff
pleading prosecutor statute sue testify
tort will

ok AR F 15 Kb A AR
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5? Pre-reading Questions

°s9

1. What do you think law is?
2. Do you think law is far away from our daily life? Why or why not?

3. What’s the dividing line between law and ethics?

4. Have you ever encountered the law in your life? If yes, please share your
experience with your classmates.

[1] Although “the law” may seem to be abstract and far away from
everyday life, it actually is a framework for much of what you do. Perhaps
you get a traffic ticket or want a local store to replace a defective shaver you
purchased. Perhaps you have been called for jury duty® or must testify as a
witness t6@ an accident. Perhaps you want to stop a road-widening project
near your home or must sec that the provisions of a will are carried. out
Each of these involves the law. What is law then? ‘

" [2] Law is the set of rules that guides our conduct in éoéiety’ ahd 'is
enforceable through public agencies. Our relations with one another are
governed by many rules of conduct — from important concepts of ethics and
fair play to minor etiquette matters such as which fork to use and how to
introduce strargers to one another. W'e‘obey? these rules because we think
they are right or simply because ‘we desire the approval of others. If we do
not follow these rules, others may treat us differently — from giving us a

O HEEFRRARE RSB, B Gury) B S SRS 3 T LR AR E W B, 2k
R6%:, S BRI SRR N R T FUIRE 8 R sk,

@ . fEIE(to testify as a witness t) BB MARSRMEE N F. I RRIE T HSESEH, 4%
B[R REEBUIEN R A S ST A,
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disapproving glare to completely excluding us from the group. Generally,
our government is not involved in expressing disapproval for disobedience of
these kinds of rules.

[3] Some rules of conduct, however, are considered so important that
they are enforced through the government. Traditionally, the most serious
breaches of society’s rules are labeled crimes, and people who commit crimes
may be arrested, prosecuted, and punished by officials paid by the
government. Crimes are kinds of misconduct consideire‘d:so hérmf;ul: that the
society employs public officers to try to prevent the misconduct and to punish
those who engage in it. The prosecution of a crime is a lawsuit between the
people of a state in their collective capacity (represented by a prosecutor and
called the State) and the offender. Murder, rape, assault, theft, and fraud
are categories of misconduct that have.been considered crimes. Serious
crimes (for example, rape, burglary, theft of valuable property, and deadly
assault) are -called felonies; lesser crimes ¢for example, minor assaults,
shoplifting, petty thefts, and traffic offenses) are called misdemeanors(D.
Punishments are more severe for felonies than for misdemeanors.

[47] The North Carolina General Assembly@ (the state Icglslature) has
divided felonies into classes from A through I for punishment purposes.
Class A is the most serious felony classification and results in the severe
punlshment North Carohna s only Class A felony is f1rst-degree murder®
Class H and I felonies include offenses such as stealing a flrearm and stealmg
an ATM card. Misdemeanors also are d1v1ded into classes for pumshment
purposes: Al, 1, 2, and 3. Class Al ,Ims,demeanors, which are typically
assaults, are the most serious. | |

[5] Illustratlon A Misdemeanor o

Simpson and Smth, inabarona Frlday mght, begm to argue Slmpson
punches Smith and gives h1m a black eye. The police arrest Simpson for

O HBAEBEPHEERHT, FTFER. K. felony (E ), misdemeanor (B 3R); plaintiff (or
prosecutor) (JFi44) ,defendant (B4 y criminal law (%) civil law (RER) .

@ The North Carolina General Assembly: Jt-E¥ M &, ML TR,

@ first-degree murder, —#RifS, HEH, BEMBE—~RER . THIERZH . —HIERBBRHE
B A IR % (an unlawful killing that is both willful and premeditated).
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simple assault, a misdemeanor carrying a punishment of up to sixty days in
jail.1 The exact punishment depends on whether Simpson has any prior
criminal record. 2

[ 6] Illustration: A Felony

The next night at the same bar, Smith’s friend Baxter encounters
Simpson’s brother, knocks him down, and knifes him, causing a deep
wound. The police charge Baxter with assault with a deadly weapon causing
serious injury.® This is a felony carrying a punishment of up to seventy-four
months in prison. Again, the exact punishment depends on whether Baxter
has a prior criminal record.

(7] Disagreements among people and some kinds of misconduct toward
others are considered less threatening to society as a whole and are not
labeled as crimes. Yet such matters are important enough that our society
provides a government forum — the courts — for resolving them. These
disputes are called civil lawsuits and are handled in civil .court. Most
incidents of unintended physical harm by one person to another (called
torts) and most contract disputes may be heard in civil court, and a decision
is made there as to whether the defendant has acted wrongly.4 Unlike
crimes, these disputes are between individuals (sometimes corporate
individuals). The government is not a “prosecutor” in these lawsuits — it
merely provides a forum in which two parties can handle a dispute.5 A
government body (for example, a town or a state) can be either a defendant
or a party seeking relief in a civil lawsuit. The way in which civil cases are
resolved is an important aspect of the “law” and helps determine our legal
responsibilities to one another. | ‘ |

[8] INustration: A Tort . .

Reed runs his car through a stop sign and hits Jones, who is crossing the
street. Jones’s leg and arm are broken. Jones sues Reed for the tort of
injuring her by negligent operation of the car.® She requests that Reed pay
her medical bills and compensate her for pain and suffering.?

[9] Hlustration; A Contract

Bell agrees to paint Jackson’s house for $2,500. Bell finishes the job,
but Jackson refuses to pay more than $1, 750. Bell sues Jackson for

Unit 1 Introduction to Law
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breaching their contract, asking that Jackson be ordered to pay the $2,500
agreed on.8

[10] Our society pays a great deal of attention to the law as it is used in
our courts to deal with crime or resolve disagreements. Even so, law is
probably more significant in our everyday lives as the set of rules that helps
us shape our relationships with one another (through contracts, marriages,
and wills, for example) and avoid conflicts and disagreements. In the second
illustration above, Bell made a contract with Jackson to paint Jackson’s
house for a set amount of money.? Had both parties fulfilled their
obligations, they would not have had to go to court.!? In this manner, law
defines the types of agreements we can make with each other; it also allows
us to enforce the terms of these agreements through the courts when
necessary.

[11] Laws also describe rules government bodies may establish for
regulating certain behavior and activities. These types of rules typically do

_not fall clearly into the categories of either criminal or civil law. They

include such matters as regulation of food safety in supermarkets and
restaurants, building codes, how subdivisions may be developed, air and
water pollution, hunting, and marriage license requirements. Law also
defines how government bodies and personnel should perform their
responsibilities. Government officials who fail to act lawfully may lose their
jobs or be punished in some other manner.
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