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PREFACE

Tiger is a fantastic and imposing flagship species in the world with its charm and rally
power, and its function of is very important for Asia forest eco-system as well. However, since
1900s, the population number of tiger has dropped persistently. At present, 3 subspecies of
tiger include Bali tiger, Caspian tiger, and Javanese tiger, had been extinct one after another.
Moreover, as one of 5 existing tiger subspecies, Chinese South Tiger, which is endemic to
China, haven’t been found for nearly thirty years. Now, there are still 3 subspecies distributed
in China, they are: Amur tiger, Indo-chinese tiger, and Bengal tiger. The Amur tiger was
distributed across most forests of Northeast China, but the wild population has been dropping
dramatically because of habitat loss, fragmentation and degradation, and poaching as well.
Presently, there are only around 20 Amur tiger left in Northeast China. Fortunately, there still
exist vast intact forests which provides basic safeguard for restoring of Amur tiger population.
The population of Amur tiger has been closed to saturation in Russia Far-east area where
neighbored to China by adopting effective protection work in past 50 years, and it tends to
diffuse to northeast China. Therefore, if we initiate the work of restoring tiger habitat and pray,
as well as protecting forest farming landscape in an appropriate manner in Northeast China,
the population of Amur tiger will be surviving healthily for a long time, that is even welfare for
human generations in future.

In very act of Chinese traditional tiger year, the positive attitude of government and
various social organizations is signal sense for conservation of wild Amur tiger. And with
the great efforts and supports from international society, the conservation work has been
promoted. The book of “The Study on Tiger Potential Habitat in Changbaishan Area, China”
is a joint work by WWF” is an joint work by WWF, WCS, and experts from Northeast Normal
University, KORA, and Montana University. With advanced analysis measures of world, Amur
tiger habitats and potential habitats have been indentified and classified in Changbaishan
area by combining many year studies experiences of China and Russia, Nine Tiger
Conservation Priority Areas were indentified and the potential diffusing corridors of Amur tiger
was forecasted in this book. In addition, the suggestions on recovering Amur tiger population
and habitat were proposed for getting support of government policy.

This book provides a solid theory foundation for the conservation work of Changbaishan
Amur tiger in China, and in future, it would be a guidance of Amur tiger conservation work in
field.

Ma Jianzhang, Academician of Chinese Academyof Engineering



PREFACE

As a global flagship species, tiger plays a critical role in maintaining the health of forest
ecosystem. However, the wild tiger population is at a tipping point. Tigers are experiencing
a range collapse, occupying 40% less habitat than was estimated just one decade ago.
The estimated number of wild tigers is frighteningly low with only 3200 individuals left
in the world. Wild tigers are now facing the threats of habitats loss and fragmentation;
poaching; inadequate enforcement and weak—all of which in combination have contributed
to the decline of the wild tiger. Without immediate, strong action, the next few years will be
catastrophic for wild tigers —and leave the species beyond saving.

WWF proposed a bold plan in 2007: to galvanize political will and take action to double
the number of wild tigers by 2020, focusing on 13 landscapes that the world’s top tiger
experts have identified as offering the best chances of growing the world’s tiger populations
across the species’ range. Amur-heilong ecoregion is one of the 13 tiger landscape and
existing habitat of Amur tiger, in which Amur tiger is extremely threatened, especially in
Changbaishan areas of Northeast China.

To address this situation in Northeast China, with the supports from State Forestry
Administration, P. R. China, departments in charge of forestry of Jilin and Heilongjiang
Provinces, and WWF network, WWF China and WCS et.al. worked together to study the
protecting priority areas and outline the principle suggestions focusing on wild Amur tiger in
Northeast China, meaning to restore the tiger populations and distributions to at least 20% of
their former range by 2020.

This study is to identify those areas where tigers could potentially survive in the wild,
determine where sufficiently large blocks of habitat could retain populations of tigers, identify
where connectivity between patches of habitat exists or could be created to link populations,
prioritize areas on the basis of their importance for tiger recovery in Northeast China, and
show us the possibility of the re-colonization of previously occupied tiger habitat in Northeast
China. It is an appreciated pre-step before field works.

This study represents the joint efforts from WWF, WCS and the experts from Northeast
Normal University, KORA and the University of Montana et.al. So, | would ljke to appreciate
all the authors and contributors.

Dermot O’'Gorman
WWEF China Country Represefytative
2010-03-03
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