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Passage 1

Questions 21 to 25 are based on the following passage:

To us it seems so natural to put up an umbrella to keep the water off when it rains. But
actually the umbrella was not invented as protection against rain, Its first use was as a shade
against the sun.

Nobody knows who first invented it, but the umbrella was used in very ancient times.
Probably the first to use it were the Chinese, way back in the eleventh century B.C.

We know that the umbrella was used in ancient Egypt and Babylon as a sunshade. And there
was a strange thing connected with its use: it became a symbol of boron and authority. In the Far East
in ancient times, the umbrella was allowed to be used only by royalty or by those in high offices.

In Europe, the Greeks were the first to use the umbrella as a sunshade. And the umbrella
was in common use in ancient Greece. But it is believed that the first persons in Europe to use
the umbrella as protection against rain were the ancient Romans.

During the Middle Ages, the use of the umbrella practically disappeared. Then it appeared
again in Italy in the late sixteenth century. And against it was considered a symbol of power and
authority. By 1680, the umbrella appeared in France and later on in England.

By the eighteenth century, the umbrella was used against rain throughout most of Europe.
Umbrellas have not changed much in style during all this time, though they have become much
lighter in weight. It wasn't until the twentieth century that women's umbrellas began to be made
in a whole variety of colors.

21. The first use of umbrella was as
A. protection against rain
_B. ashade against the sun
C. asymbol of power
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D. asymbol of honor

22. were the people who first used umbrellas.
A. Chinese B. Romans C. Greeks D. Egyptians

23. The umbrella was used only by royalty or by those in high offices ____
A. in Europe in the 18th century
B. in ancient Egypt and Babylon
C. in the Far East in ancient times

&

"D. during the Middle Ages

24. According to the passage, which of the following is NOT true?
A. Women enjoy using umbrellas with varied kinds of colors nowadays.
B. The inventér of the umbrella is unknown.
C. Once ordinary people had no right to use umbrellas.
Iy Umbrellas were popular and cheap in ancient times.

25. Which of the following is the best title of the passage?
A. When Was the Umbrella Invented?
B The History of Umbrella
C .- _Umbrella——A Symbol of Honor
D. Who Used Umbrella First?

—. BERIER

1. keep---off MF, AEIE
Keep your dog off me.
AR BABIXILETFF.

2. invent vt. R, A&

Who invented the steam engine?
R T RSN
3. protection n. R
protect vt fRI
Her coat gave her protection from the rain.
NP b AR
4. against prep. P&, BifH
against the cold Bi#4



%180 REM

5. ancient adj. HARH
to study ancient history #7000 58

6. sunshade n. AL, FEE, Kl
7. connected adj. BAEE—REHI, HXRRH

That solitary old man was suspected to be connected with the crime.

AU 2 KR BE SR FHF K.

8. symbol n BRIk, 5
White is the symbol of purity.
R4S I RAE
9. authority n. #J7, HAX
You don't have any authority for entering this house. It's private.
AT B AR BTN KT ES T, RREFAE.
10. royalty n. T%E, BK
11. incommon use W MFFH, EH

12. disappear vi. ¥H&, AW (R A appear vi. I )
The boy disappeared round the corner.

BEREHBAHEKRT .

13. throughout adv, prep. &4, Elib, &K
He is famous throughout the world.

2 T 5.
14. stylen. (BSHD 2, Xk
a new style of car FrEI/NKE

15. variety n FFp, BHK, ZHH
a (considerable, great, wide) variety of B EFH], RKRELH
The shopping-centre sells a variety of goods.

XA LR EF R M.
= MEAIRELR

1. But actually the umbrella was not invented as protection against rain. Its first use was as
a shade against the sun.



