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PREFACE

Of all the forelgn la.nguages in the world, the English
language, so far as pronunc1at10n is concerned is the
most difficult or rather the most puzzlmg one. As we
know only too well, the same letter more often than not
may have more sounds than one; for instance, the vowel
“a” has as many as eight sounds or so. The difficulty
that first comes in the way of a beginner is no doubt—
the pronunciation. And what seems to me the most
important thing for the student is—the pronunciation
(of course I mean correct pronunciation). However, it is
indeed a deplorable fact that ‘correct pronunciation is
something conspic/lious by its absence in most Chinese
schools. Even the “best” students in school, when they
come to read something in English, would, first of all,
give one the impression of incorrect pronunciation. Of
course the teachers are somewhat responsible ‘and to
blame; for without fearing of bringing hornets’ nest
about my ears I dare say that most Chinese teachers of
English' neglect correct pronunciation themselves (but
saving your reverence, sir)!

On the other hand, the lack of a suitable book on
English pronunciation in China is also responsible for
the bad pronunciation of the average Chinese student.

Now Mr Zia has ingeniously supplied the need and
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produced this ‘wonderful book, which is among the few
books on English pronunciation that I would strongly
recommend to every student of the English language.
Of all the good features in the book, ““Stressed and
Unstressed Syllables in English” is the most prominent.
But “One Thousand Common Words Often Mispro-
nounced by Chinese Students” is worth a world of books
on English pronunciation and a study of it will do not
only students but teachers good. It, therefore, claims
the full attention of both. '
C. S. Chosen Tsou (40 & W)

National Holiday, 1930.
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SOME PRACTICAL HELPS
TO PRONUNCIATION

THE IMPORTANCE OF ACCURATE
PRONUNCIATION

«For two entirely contrary reasons,” says
Harold E. Palmer, one of the foremost phoneticians
of today, ‘“perhaps the majority of language
students (and alas, also their teachers!) tend to
belittle the importance of pronunciation. The
first reason is that it is considered to be too
difficult, arid the secon ! is that it is considered to
be too easy!”

No matter how easy or difficult accurate
pronunciation may be, its importance within the
last forty years has been gradually recognized by
all educators.” In order to have accurate pro-
nunciation students of English or of any language
should have a thorough and accurate knowledge
of the fundamental sounds of the language, * They
must be taught to listen, to analyze, and to °
reproduce ; they must learn to control their speak-
ing mechanics, in such a manner that they may
become able to make their organs of speech assume
and retain certain definite positions at will.
The sounds must be practised vigorously and
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energetically; there must be no slurring allowed,
and no apathetic attempts to get somewhere near
the sounds.

Accurate pronunciation, I think, gives us at
least four advantages. Let me enumerate them
as follows:

1. Accurate pronunciation makes us under-
stand each other fully and readily. The Chinese
proverb says, “The discrepancy of a single hair
will lead to an error of one thousand Z.” If
we say ““bald’’ ifor “bold,” *‘lice’”’ for *rice”
“pepper” ‘for “paper,” “light' ‘for ‘“right”
“load” for “road’’ and so on, then how can we
make others understand what we méan or make
ourselves understand what others say? To un-
derstand easily and instantly is more desirable
than to understand with delay and difficulty.

2.  Accurate pronunciation makes us bold to
vead and bold to speak. Many students are shy
when they are spoken to, or when they speak or
read something before others, because they are
not sure whether their pronunciation is correct or
not. They will be bold to speak and read when
they have formed good pronunciation habits.
Good pronunciation habits will quicken our learn-
ing and cultivate our memory.

3. Accurate pronunciation will enhance our
litevary and aesthetic appreciation of what we read.
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A secure grasp of the sounds of a language
is a great strengthening of the mastery of its
forms and meanings. A minute discrimination
of similar sounds is the surest safeguard against
inevitable confusions. Only through accurate
pronunciation can we appreciate the beauty of
poetry, the emotion of an oration, the feéling of a
dialogue, and so.on.

4. Accurate pronumciation s one of the
qualifications of a good teacher of English. Palmer
says, “The teacher of a foreign language is the
doctor of his pupil’s pronunciation system; it is
for him to diagnose, to treat and (with good
technique and good luck) to effect a cure.” We
cannot expect students to attain even a fifty per
cent accuracy when their teacher’s pronunciation
is of less than fifty per cent accuracy. The teacher
is responsible for their future pronunciation habits.
To my mind, a teacher of a language is of neces-
sity a teacher of phonetics. I mean that teachers
need to specialize in phonetics, though not in
the sense nor to the extent of specialists. In
a word, a teacher of English who does not
understand phonetics and does not pronounce
correctly is not qualified to be a teacher of the
language he is teaching.
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CAUSES OF MISPRONUNCIATION

“By ignorance we mistake; by mistake we
learn.” To learn English is not an exception to
this proverb. Now let us find some causes of
mispronunciation from which, I hope, we may
learn to improve our pronunciation.

I.  Pronunciation of words that we have never
heard correctly pronounced. We always pronounce
a word in a certain way because all pronounce it so.
For instance, we seldom hear the following words
pronounced correctly:—housewife (htiz'if),* comfort
(kim'fért), compass (kiim’pas), forehead (for’éd),
stomach (stiim’#k), question (kw&s’chiin), etc.

2. Pronunciation of new words by guess. For
instance, from “pin” (pin) we pronounce p-i-n-t as
pint; from “break” (brak) and ‘“fast” (fast) we
pronounce b-r-e-a-k-f-a-s-t as brak’fast’; from
“vyine” (vin) and ‘“yard” (ydrd) we pronounce
v-i-n-e-y-a-r-d as vin'yédrd’; from “south” (south)
we pronounce s-o-u-t-h-e-r-n as south’érn; and so
on. The correct pronunciations of the above-men-
tioned words are pint, brék’fast, vin’yard and
stuth’érn.

3. Words wrongly pronouncea under the wn-
fluence of local dialect. Some natives of Shanghai
pronounce “wine”” as “vine” or vice versa; many

* housewife (hzi/if) ¢4 (hous/wif) =E4@.
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Cantonese pronounce ‘“China” as tsin’q; many
natives of Thing (ff8) pronounce the letter c as
sh; and so forth. ‘

4. Wrong accent or syllalnﬁcatwn Students
often put the accent on the wrong accents in the
following words:—character, éxcellent, admirable,
terrible, comparable, permanent, etc. All these
are accented on the first syllable. To illustrate the
irregularities of accents let me give the following
examples :—

Words of two syllables
Accent on the first syllable—answer (an’sér)
Accent on the second syllable—reply (ré-pli’)
Words of three syllables
Accent on the first syllable—character (kir’sk-tér)
Accent on the second syllable—abdomen (ib-
do'meén)
~ Accent on the third syllable—employee (8m-ploi-&’)
Words of four syllables
Accent on the first syllable—melancholy (m&l’in-
kol-)
Accent on the second syllable—telegraphy (té-

1&g 'ra-f1) -
Accent on the third syllable—mausoleum (mé-sé-
1&'%m)

Accent on the fourth syllable—avoirdupois (dv’-
€r-dii-poiz’)
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; Words of five syllables

Accent on the first syllable—c1rcu1atory (sﬁr’ ka-
la-to-ri)

Accent on the second syllable—preparatory (pre-
par’a-to-ri)

Accent on the third syllable—spontaneity (spon-
ta-né'i-ti) :

Accent on the fourth syllable—apotheosis (d-pE’)th’ -
€-0'sis)

5. Confusion arising from the defects of spell-
ing. The spelling of English words is unscientific
and untrustworthy as a guide to pronunciation;
and so it is an obstacle to students of English
Not every letter stands for one sound nor every
sound is represented by one letter. The same
letter may have different sounds, for example:

ough—enough (é-nif’), bough (bou), thought
(thot), cough (k&f), lough (I6k), through (throo),
hiccough (hik’lip), thorough (thiir’s)

Different letters may have the same sound.
For example: ai—aisle (il); ay(e)—(1); ei—height
(hit); ey—eyas (i'ds); eye—eye (1); i~—bind (bind);
je—lie _(li); io—pious (pi'#s); oi—choir (kwir);
ui—guide (gid); y—buy (bi); y—Afly (fli); ye—
bye (bi).

There is another confusion arising from the
silent letters. For instance, b, ¢, ch, d, h, 1, m, w,
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climb (klim), muscle (miis’’l), drachm (drdam),
handkerchief (han'kér-chif), shepherd (sh&p’érd),
~ chalk (chék), autumn (6/t#m), who (h6o), catalogue
- (kat'a-15g).

So we must banish from our minds any idea
- that pronunciation follows spelling.

- 6. Lack of precision in tone quality. The
_ causes are two in number. The first cause is the
nability to adjust certain muscles of the vocal
~ordans in such a way as to produce accurately a
given sound or group of sounds. Take ng, th, th,
1, and zh for instance. These are the sounds
which most Chinese students of English neglect.
- The second cause is the lack of proper training,
 These defects make one’s pronunciation slovenly,
vulgar, and indistinct.

7. Superfiuous or needless sounds. We some-
times pronounce “little ” as lit'{il’: ‘““eagle,” eg'iil’;
“couldn’t,” coold’#nt; “page,” pa'je; ““should, "’

shoold; and so on. The r, being but an obscure

vowel-murmur, should not be pronounced with a

strong trilled “throat r”’ when we pronounce

“first,” “arm,” “form,” etc.

- 8. Lack of willingness. Sometimes we are

too proud or too afraid or too shy to pronounce

those words we have studied. We do not lack

knowledge or skill, but we mispronounce them.

s
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It is not that we cannot pronounce correctly but
only that we do not try. :

9. Lack of practice. 'When we have learned
the correct pronunciation of some words, we are
apt to forget it soon, because we have not yet
practised them often enough. Practice makes
perfect.

10. Lack of a guide. It is often hard to find
a teacher or a friend who has correct pronunciation
to teach us. We may not know where to find
models for us to imitate. In a word, we tan
hardly get a trust-worthy guide to lead us on the
way to correct pronunciation.
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SOME METHODS OF STUDYING
ENGLISH PHONETICS

Phonetics is the science of speech-sounds, the
art of pronunciation. It deals with the gymnas- -
tics of the organs of speech, both in theory and
in practice. It is to language what mathematics
is to physical sciences.

English, like all the other living languages,

changes from generation to generation. The
vulgar pronunciation in one century may become
fashionable in the next. New distinctions may
be made and new sounds may arise. There is no
better way to have good pronunciation than to
- study phonetics. How to study it? To answer
~ this question let us discuss some practical methods
- of studying it.
First, we should know the actions of the
organs of speech by which sounds are produced
- and describe and classify them according to their
 likeness to the ear. For instance, to pronounce r
we may notice that the tongue is slightly drawn:
- back from the teeth and lies loosely in the middle
of the mouth and in this position the tip of the
ongue interferes with the current of sound. As
or classification we may notice that p, b; t, d I
. g are explosive, m, n, ng nasal, and so on.




