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PREFACE

ERMITTED in the providence of Giod to complete a full
) cyele of missionary life in China, it has been my
privilege to witness a series of changes unparalleled in the
higtory of the world. At the instance of my friends I have
accordingly drawn up in English a record of the experiences
of my life-time and on the occurrence of this, my ‘‘ diamond
jubilee,”” it appears desirable to give the substance of the
same to the people of this country in their own language.

My father was a pioncer in the MHome Missions  of
Indiana, a new state, where I was born in 1827, One of my
uncles went as missionary to the Hawaian Islands; and one of
my sisters becanie a missionary to the Zulus in South Africa,
Broucrht up in a missionary atmosphere, it was natural that
my thmwhtq should early turn to a foreign ficld.

After taking my degree in the St e U niversity, and in
the Theological C~emlnar§, now represented by the McCormick
\emm‘uy of Chicago; T thought 1 heard the call of far off

China, the gr: andest field on the face of the globe, then newly
opened to missionary effort.

Though I had filled the c¢hair of Greek and Latin for one
vear in a chartered college, and was urged to accept a
permanent appointment, I pleh‘wd to seek wn educational
areer in the Far Fast; expecting in a quiet way to preach the
Grospel, and to do something toward the raising up of a Native
ministry,—how could T foresce that T should be led to spend
the greater part of my life in superintending the education
of young men for thie Government service; in the Imperial
College and in the National University; that I should prepare
text-books of International Law for their usge and live to
witness the renovation of this etfete Empire, in this new era,
after passing through the horrors of the Boxer uprising, which
marked the close of the last century.

The hand of God has been conspicuous in defeating the
counsels of those who sought to cloge the door against the
Gospel of Christ, and T foel that T aun (hachu‘omg a duty in
pointing this out to the thinking people of this ancient Empire,

W. A P. M.
Deliing, Feb. 26, 1910.
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