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Foreword

Avian Influenza ( AI) refers to a syndrome of infection and disease caused
by Influenza Virus A to poultry and fowl. Since the late of 1990°s, the spread of
Al has been reported across the Continents around the world, making the world
economy suffer enormous losses. Al has attacked China many times, not only
seriously compromised the poultry industry, poultry export market, poultry
feed market as well as other associated industries, but also caused enormous
social and economic losses to the affected villages and poultry producers, or
even pushed some to the edge of poverty. In terms of poultry producers,
poultry producing in China features free range in the backyard, about 113
million of them each raising less than 50 poultries. To what degree has the
outbreak and countermeasures impacted the backyard and small-scale poultry‘
producers? What policies or measures can reduce the impact on them to the
least degree?

The governments and academic communities of different countries have
taken initiatives to conduct extensive studies on Al, hoping to find the solution
and method to effectively prevent and cure those people infected by such
disease. Many academic institutes concentrated on the field of biological
science, for instance, the molecules features of Al virus and its vaccine.
However, a deeper analysis of the social and economic influence of the
epidemics on poultry producers from the microscopic view is neglected. The
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations re;;orted that the

social and economic issues have significant influence on Al prevention, selection
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and implementation of countermeasures.

In consideration of the serious economic and social impact of Al on small-
scale poultry producers, the College of Humanities and Development Studies of
China Agricultural University, launched the study on “Socio-economic Impact
of HPAI Outbreaks and Control Measures on Small-scale and Backyard Poultry
Producers in China” with funds from the International Development Research
Center (IDRC) of Canada. This research was carried out as part of the
APEIR ( Asian Partnership on Emerging Infectious Disease Research )
collaboration with funding by the IDRC. The study aims to propose more
feasible measures to tackle Al by analyzing the social and economic impact of Al
and related coutrol measures on small-scale and backyard poultry producers.
This book summarizes the study process, findings, conclusions, and policy
suggestions.

The author appreciates IDR.C for its funding and expresses gratitude to Mr.
Hein Mallee from IDRC for his constructive technical guidance and Mr. Wang
Gongmin, Deputy Director of the China Animal Disease Control Center, who
not only provided the most abundant and updated information on Al prevention
~ and control for the study, but also gave enormous support to the field work.
Thanks are also extended to Zhang Peng, Director of Liaoning Center for
Prevention and Control of Epidemic Diseases, Zhang Heping, Director of the
Center for Prevention and Control of Epidemic Diseases at Ningxia Hui
Autonomous Region, Yu Tiande, Director of Guizhou Provincial Center for
Prevention and Control of Epidemic Diseases and Shi Lirui, Director of the
Center for Epidemic at Yangquan County of Shanxi Province. Thanks to their
great help, filed surveys were conducted in four provinces to collect the first
hand information.

Moreover, thanks will go to the epidemic preventing personnel in the
system at municipal, county, town and village level for their great support and
cooperation in the process of investigation, the village cadres for their all-

weather and around-the-clock efforts in leading us to interview the farmers, the



Foreword 3

«<c—

poultry producers for their answering the questionnaires and accepting the
interviews. It was their active cooperation that helped us get the most detailed
and authentic information. Last but not least, gratitude is also given to all
members of the survey team who overcame many difficulties in the field surveys
and ensured the authenticity and reliability of the survey data and interview

information with earnest and down-to-earth work.

By the author
In January, 2010
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