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Bern out of Networks: A Sociological Analysis of the

Emergence of the Firm

BIAN Yanjie
(School of Humanities & Social Sciences, Xi’an Jiaotong University, Xi’an, 710049, China)

Abstract: What roles do social networks play in the start-up of a business? In this paper, I try to answer these two
questions with the assistance of two kinds of data. Based on the self—reported stories, I then formulate a typology of
market and network images of the emergence of the firm in contemporary China. The second source of data is based on a
survey of 830 firms in the Pearl River Delta region. The latter provides the basis for testing hypotheses about the specific
roles of social networks in a business’ starting up process.

Key Words: Social Networks; Entrepreneur; Enterprise Research in China
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