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People say that as a child, I was a musical genius.
As soon as | heard a piece of music once, I could sit down and play
it, without using sheet music.

[ will never forget one performance at the Court Theater in Vienna.
Moved by my performance, Queen Maria Theresia gave me the prince’s

clothes as a present.
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As a youth, I went to many places with my father

to perform.

On my musical journey, I performed on the
piano, violin, and other musical instruments for lords
and nobles at parties. I also played music at theaters
and in many big cities including London and Paris.
After the long musical tour, I returned to my

hometown, Salzburg, Austria.
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When I came back™o Salzburg, I took the job as conductor of the
Court orchestra in Salzburg. Although it was an honourable profession
I had to play the music that the nobles or archbishops demanded.

Archbishop Colloredo became quite an annoyance for me because
he always forced me to play church music. It seemed to me that I was

nothing more than a bird in a cage.
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As time went by, the relationship between me and the archbishop worsened.

“I cannot always perform the music you request because I think music should be
created freely,” I told him.

“What? Then I shall have to give your position to another person,” he replied.

This made my father angry. “You can compose your own music even as you
conduct for the Court. Go to the bishop and ask for a pardon.”

“No, I will not go. I would rather go to a bigger city to play my own music.”

Soon after that, I left Salzburg against my father’s will.
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I made money by teaching music here and there, but life was difficult.
I earned so little money that I was barely able to buy bread to eat.
I wore thick gloves and blew on my frozen hands to stay warm.

But I never regretted it. Even though I was poor, I was finally free.
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People laughed at me when they saw me.
“Mozart! You are not a genius musician any more. You
should have continued conducting for the Court Theater,” they
mocked.

But I never let myself become depressed.

“I will become a famous composer someday.”
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