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Born when the Ch’ing dynasty was showing signs of decay, Wei Yuan (ZH7E , 1974-
1857), was the pivotal figure of the violent intellectual revolution in his time, when the
socio-moral-minded scholars consciously rebelled against the scholasticism and political
indifference of the Old Text School of Confucianism. He went even further and stressed
that moral cultivation in itself was not adequate: it had to be supplemented by institutional
arrangements and reforms. He tried to blur the distinctions between sage and hero, and to
close the gap between the ideals of “wang tao” (way of philosopher-kings) and “pa tao”
(way of hegemony). To him, seeking wealth and power, science and technology, was not at
all unbecoming, but essential, to the task of a Confucian scholar for the prosperity of the
community. In this and the way to use verses from the Book of Poetry for elaboration, we
found the heritage from Hsun Tsu.( &jF ) who also accommodated certain Legalist goals of
statehood within the framework of Confucianism. This revolutional belief was his basic
principle found in all his works of which ‘‘sheng wu chih” ( B2iR32 , Record of Imperial
Military Exploits) and the 100-vols. of “hai kuo t’u Chih”, ( ¥EE% , Maritime
Countries), both published soon after the Opium War, were the most celebrated ones. The

latter was actually an encyclopaedia of new knowledge for China at that time, with the aim
of “learning superior skills of the barbarians in order to control them” ( Efizs > £ LI4IE ).
It was soon to become the spirit of an entire new epoch in nearby Japan and the slogan of
many Chinese reformers after Wei. In fact, his practical proposals all forecasted the main
lines of China’s development, delayed for almost 20 years after his book, while his appeal
for moral rearmament and spiritual reform was neglected. The core of Wei’s thought was,
in short, a Heraclitus’ “flux” which he derived from the Book of Change, the Work of Lao
Tzu, and the notion of “kalpa” (%} ) in Buddhism to which he devoted in his last years as
a disciple — a Kulapati ( 5+ ).

Indeed, Wei’s academic position in the mid-nineteenth century was comparable to that
of Ku Yen-wu ( @#¢# ) in 17th and Tai Chen ( #28 ) in the 18th.
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