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Abstract

The Realism theory of Marxism is the main component of Marx-
ism thoughts on literature and art. Engel concluded the main charac-
teristics of Realism Theory as Authenticity, Quintessence and Orien-
tation . Later on Western Marxism, Georg Lukacs amnong others, suc-
ceeded the exploration of Marx and Engel and made them systematical.
After that within the Western Marxism, lukacs had contended with
Bertolt Brecht, Theodor Wisengrund Adorno and others over Realism
and Expressionistn {Modernism) .

Not only one kind of literature production method, Realism and
Modernism has always been one kind of esthetic spirit. We should
think over the theory and practice of Realism and Modernism from the
perspective of Esthetics. In terms of Esthetics the relationship between
art and reality is exactly the relationship between Esthetic subject and
object. Realism and Modernism are all Esthetics with dialectic feature.
Esthetic subject and object are two dialectic co — existed corners: real-
ism can incline to object without ignorance of the presence of subject;
however, Modernism can be apt to the subject while in no way aban-
doning object. Literature and art should combine both object world and
subject world, and only paying attention to object world without con-
sidering the subject’s psychiatric complexity will bring trouble. The
pervasive weak point of Modernism is the denial of social life and the
departure of psychiatric phenomenon with social life. So the scientific
methodology of Marxism dialectic should be adopted when we lock into

the history of Realism and Modernism as Realism and Modernism are
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both eternal and developing. Any existed form of Realism and Mod-
ernism can only be regarded as something forever moving and termnpera-
ment, otherwise the vitality of the literature thought would be eroded.

This paper consists of three sections. The first section includes
Lukdcs' s Realism theory, Brecht and expressionism, Adorno” s
Modernism Esthetic and conclusion titled necessary strength . This sec-
tion is based on controversy over Realism and Modernism within Ger-
many writer Lukdes, Brecht and Adorno in 1930s. The tension be-
tween realism and modernism is something really necessary and this
kind of tension is the reflection of dialectic between them., Only
through the existence of this kind of tension can literature develop
well,

Section 2 only covers chapter S titled modernity and Maodernism
and examines the regularity of Modernism creation with the perspec-
tive of modernity. So this section can be treated as the logical and his-
torical bridge between section I and section 3. As we talk about the
movement law of realism and modernism in China today, necessarily it
will has something to do with the ways in which contemporary Chinese
society and culture modernize. Under China’s circumstances, the situ-
ation of modernity is completely different from those of western coun-
tries. Enlightening modernity is an overwhelming discourse. From
modern history, awareness of linear time conception, historical view of
destination and their implication in literature creation reafism narra-
tive mode prevails; on the contrary, the modernism that criticizes en-
lightening modernity has never acquired some fundamental sell — disci-
pline.

Section 3 comprises Hufeng ' s Realism, modernism and post
modernism in context of globalization, re — experience of culture

movement of Realism and Modernism . This section focuses on Real-
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ism and Modernism history of China’s Modern literature. Compared
with western social and cultural background, China lacks material,
philosophical and psychiatric foundation in producing modernism. The
modernism itself cannot fulfill its duty on constructing China’ s ad-
vanced culture. Accompanied by modernism, post — modernism e-
merges in China which has turned down traditional realism and mod-
ernism and those values recognized during new era literature. China’s
contemporary post modernism is merely one kind of mimic of western
post modernism. In modern China, the process from realism to mod-
ernism and then post — modernism is a huge culture fall within a very
short time, and it indicates that weak culture subjective succumbs to
foreign powerful culture. The process is not one that is sell — disci-
plined and dialectic. Anyway, the most important thing is to give
proper position o the Esthetic subject. The conclusion is that facing
new situation of 21 century, China’s contemporary iiterature should be
multiple integrated. Based on 1980s" literature, we should re — experi-
ence realism and modernism movement. Not only ecommunicating with
some post — modernism discourse, but also inheriting the ideality and
values of literature tradition after the enlightening discourse, we can

therefore create modern advanced socialism culture.
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