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Presentation on
June 9, 1995
at
Walt Whitman
Birthplace
by
Dr. Joann P. Krieg
Professor. Hofstra

University
& Board member Of Walt Whitman
Birthplace Association

Professor Li Shi Qi, Professor of Foreeign Languages at the Bei-
jing University of Posts and Telecommunications, has been an academ-
ic lecturer since 1956, during which time he has distinguishen himself
by scholarship in Javanese, English, and Russi an as well as in his n-
ative tongue. In 1982 Professor Li published the first of his Witman
translations, “Give Me the Splendid Silem Sun" and “Song of the
Barmer at Daybreak”.

Succeeding years brought one translation after the other of Whit-
mans Poems and some of his prose selections In 1987 Professors essay
in English on “Whitman’ s Poetry of Internabionalism” appearde in
the Birghplace Association’ sannual, the West Hills Review. In 1993
he producde a biography of Whit — man published by Xinhua Publica-
tion. 1994 brought the pulication of Highlights of Whitman’ s poems,
selections from Leaves of Grass with full and complete annotation . In a
Letter to me, Professor Li described this book as his “representatie
work in literature and translation”.

The Walt Whisman Birthplace Asslciation is proud to recognize
Professor Li Shi Qi not only for this “representative work” , but for his
long dedication to Whitman and the earnestness with which he has

striven to bring the poet’ s message to the people of China. We Con-

fer upon him our first Imternational Honorary Life Membership; with i /’/7 et

ﬁaﬂ'



go our deep and sincere good wishes.
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