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HOLLYS DIHEET

Design BEYOND THE VOID,

Stephan C. Exstemnbrink, Julia Karla

Design Team Kang Dong-wha, Paik In-hwa,

Park Hee-ryoung, Choi Ho-bin

Location Dunsan-dong, Seo-gu,

Daejeon, Korea

BuittArea 280m?

Finish Fioor : Concrete, Epoxy resin
Wall : Felt Panel
Ceiling : Open Ceiling

Photograph CP Group

F£i&H. BH]E, Stephan C. Exsternbrink, Julia Karla.
¥ %% H PA . Kang Dong-wha, Paik In-hwa, Park Hee-ryoung, Choi Ho-bin
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—Wall gypsum board 100mm
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HOLLYS COFFEE

1,200

Elevation A

Plywood 30mm / finish mable / laquered
fixed on the bar front from inside

Corian 20mm

20mm spacing — steel tube

L—Front panel: MDF 30mm thicknes$
finish from both sides and edges
green laquered

Section A

5,745

—Waffle showcase

Elevation B
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Section B
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—Glass showcase @

Acryl 3mm folded
Buffer 2mm soft foam

Front panel: THK. 3mm MDF
/ Green lacquerec



Even though the first coffee house opened ten years ago, the
current density in the mega metropolis Seoul is actually higher
than 'in the west'. Layered in several floors from top to each
other or located directly side by side, the coffee house has
become an overlay of business haunt, study room, or simply
a place to escape the hectic daily routine of Korean cities. A
brief analysis of the situation found in terms of architecture and
design could only lead to one answer: apparently far too much
was copied from each other over the last years; completely
lacking architectural identity. With the necessary distance from
outside, the German office 'beyond the void', which is based
in Seoul, developed a new brand identity for the internationally
expanding coffee chain HOLLYS COFFEE. Therefore, a major
goal of the project was to even increase the already good market
position of the coffee chain.

A review of the original company values, overlaid and interpreted
by a contemporary understanding of spatial layout, brought the
the HOLLYS COFFEE of a new brand
identity, a design concept for the entire coffee chain, which was

final concept to light:

first realized in Daejeon, Korea, in 2009.

Taking the broad variety of more than 200 outlets into
consideration, the design concept is answering this challenge by
a surprisingly simple solution: while the actual space is treated
as simple white envelope, the leitmotiv is defined by large scaled
space units which are placed among the clearly open spatial
layout.

The center of each coffee outlet is the bar, a folded space
box, which becomes a 'leitobjekt' in every shop. A typologically
ordered group of seating fumiture is placed in the interspaces
of the adjacent space boxes. While benches, chairs and tables
are answering the classical western seating typology, the seating

type on floor, or even the space box as lying area, is referring

back to the Korean origin of the client. The idea of overlaying the
Korean seating culture, in which a chair as such is unknown, with
the typology of a European coffee house appeared to be both,
simple and ingenious. In this sense, a new type was developed,
answering the Korean identity and interpreting it by means of
contemporary architectural elements.

Simplification, abstraction, and at the same time upgrading of
actually modest materials to a precious design pearl describe
the further approach of this design. In this sense, a band of grey
felt is attached to the open wall in a rhythmical order-binding
the space together by spatial framing. Following this rhythmical
order, the HOLLYS COFFEE logo is punched into the felt panels
by laser cut, whereby the actual wall becomes visible and, thus,
an architectural ornament in its elevation. On the one hand, the
architects' goal to apply authentic materials, which is anything
but common in Korea, and on the other hand, keeping the low
construction budget, led to a concentration on the essentials.
While abandoning complete cladding of spatial elements such
as ceiling and floor, the focus is on a sophisticated execution of
space modules, furniture, and illumination.

A reduced and decent interior places is the enjoyment of coffee
and the customers' relaxation into the center of this project.
The creation of a carefully developed individuality parallel to
a coherent brand identification was the ultimate ambition of
this design. Where the design is characterized by architectural
strictness, its realization is done with architectural consequence.
Where there is a need for contemporary romanticism supporting
the spatial experience, spatial poetry is conveyed, inviting the
guest to take a rest from the busy life of Korean cities in order to
subsequently proceed with new strength.



2 1. Entrance
Y 2. Outdoor terrace
! 3. Brand box

O E f i U f I}
Jq%% %‘DDDD
m | Of Y
00 %‘D
5%4 5l 00" 0O
8
oo oo IDI
2 OO E%
o o O o S P
. IDIIDID
OO |O0o
00 (00 o
3 |3 ALA BBA8
00 00 dH e o :
O g/ ™ol |a
(]

U
— [
[

4. Bar

5. Storage & Office

6. Asian type box

7. Lounge area

8. Smoking area

9. Westemn type box
10. Internet comer
11. Swinging bench area
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Part plan - bar

5,745

——Segmented mdf panel 20mm / finish green lacquered

Joint detail of two panels

2% 80 FO 30

Gypsum board -
finished with white paint -
S-C,
[=3
o
o
Groove to seperate 2
two materials
(=]
Rl 7 vt 20mm Birch Plywood 3lglg
i / laquered clear matt —| 9 Qlw ater purifyer|
5 [ >
Batten _ _
80/40mm| Sliding door: 30mm birch plywood Ll s 1T T
/ laquered clear matt =
—Base cabinets to be determined by Hollys Coffee
“—Logo Hollys coffee as illuminated neon sign
Detail A Elevation C
—Corewood construction for suspension (20mm)
——Adjustable to present ceiling height
MDF 20mm finish white paint
r—Adjustable downlights 50 Watt
_g_ 7R : : || B
< 7 i 7 T LJr—MDF finish MDF 5mm
% /‘r £ A 200 / laquered o i —
‘ Fi : angable menuboard :
7 <( ; mass{é‘g”v?oo@"‘n?gb?e' dark color like blackboard
/ r
sl 8 v i — Gypsum board finished
& / ! with white paint
o 7| /
Z 8
| % St
2 —Front panel: MDF 30mm thickness
= i finish from both sides and edges
o 4 green laquered
— 7 1 § 20
—Corian color LBase corewood

L—Menuboard: finished with dark grey film
dark grey blackboard

POp 790 l 1.020 ‘ 830
2,840

Elevation D Section C
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B Westemn type box
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2,300
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—— Bench Cover on 40mm Foam, Leather

( Maple Profile(massive) 40 34mm

Bench Construction, designed as Block, Multiplex, 30mm
sharp—edged sanded, colorless lacquered
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3,700
o

Part plan

4,540

—Prefabricated Parquet, Maple, 8mm

EQ

EQ

EQ

4,140

Exterior Surface

Downlight, 80mm

Tree Graphic, behind Glass, 8mm

Bench Construction, des'\%}ned as Block,
[

sharp—edged sanded, co

rless lacquere!

Bench over on 40mm Foam, Leather

Elevation F

gﬂu\tiolex‘ 30mm

3,700

925 925 925 925

Laser cut lettering, brown Acyl
170%1920x10mm

2,750

Elevation E

White Covered MDF Plate,
12mm, Prefabricated

Downlight, 80mm

L Tree Graphic, behind Glass
3400x 1850 X8mm

——Bench Construction, designed as Block, Multiplex, 30mm
sharp—edged sanded, colorless lacquered

Elevation G
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W Felt wall
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—Artboard / Freltpanel 10mm

Laser cut of original
Hollys Coffee lettering

Detail B
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Artboard (felt ganel)

/
7
/

/
Gypsum board,
Poamted white
1
]
|l

120

Attach artboard With distance ——— /
of 12cm to door frame

Section D

C(

HOLLYS




l Asian type box

Tree Graphic, behind Glass 2900 X 2120 X 8mm
— Cushion, 400x 400

rPrelabricated Parquet, Maple, 8mm
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I—Maple Profile(massive) 40 x34mm
—Korean Table, 950 % 550

Part plan

4,040

3,200

EQ

EQ EQ

200

2,250

200

Laser cut lettering, brown Acyl
170X 1920 X 10mm

L Exterior Surface

EQ | EQ | EQ

Exterior Surface,

Downlight, 80mm

2,220
2,650
2,750

Elevation |

White Covered MDF Plate,
12mm, Prefabricated

Downlight, 80mm

Korean Table, 950 X 550 —I
White Coverd MDF Plate, 12mm Prefabricated

Elevation J

Tree Graphic, behind Glass 2900%2120%8mm

Elevation K




