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AFTERWORD

We have chosen nearly 200 photos to be included in The Communist Party of
China Facing the World. Our purpose was not to make a historical review or an
exhaustive record of the friendly contacts between the CPC and the various political
parties of other countries. Rather, we have tried to use these real and vivid historical
scenes to get our friends in other countries to fully understand the CPC s diplomatic
objective of furthering peace, cooperation and development. As the world marches
toward propitious and progressive goals in the new century, we are willing to work
together with our friends everywhere to forge a better future.

Despite our best efforts, there are bound to be imperfections in this album due to
limitations in our professional skills and data sources. We welcome our readers

comments and criticisms.

International Department of the Central Committee
of the Communist Party of China

March 2005
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As a ruling party with over 68 million members, the Communist
Party of China (CPC) attaches great importance to developing
friendly foreign relations. Its foreign contacts are not only an in-
dispensable aspect of China’s overall diplomacy but also an im-
portant component of the Party’s work. Since the end of the 1970s
when China entered its new period of reform and opening up, the
CPC, in its foreign contacts, has always upheld the principles of
independence, complete equality, mutual respect and noninter-
ference in each other’s internal affairs. Filled with the honorable
hope of seeking world peace, promoting common development
and stimulating human progress, the CPC has aggressively de-
veloped exchanges and cooperation with political parties and or-
ganizations in all countries and regions.

On the threshold of the new century, the CPC carried forward
its traditions and progressed with the times by articulating the
important thought that the CPC represents the development of
China’s advanced productive forces, the orientation of China’s
advanced culture, and the fundamental interests of the overwhelm-
ing majority of the Chinese people. The new central collective
leadership with Hu Jintao as General Secretary is thoroughly
putting the important thought of Three Represents into practice,
leading the whole Party and all the people throughout the country
in building a moderately prosperous society, accelerating the pro-
cess of socialist modernization, and working hard for a new stage
in the building of socialism with Chinese characteristics. The CPC’
s international contacts serve the needs of the state’s overall
diplomacy and the building of socialism with Chinese character-
istics in every way possible, and they adapt to the changing times,
are innovative and creative, and manifest a new vitality.

As of now, the CPC has already established various kinds of
relations and contacts with over 400 political parties and organi-
zations of all sorts from more than 140 countries and regions.
Through these friendly contacts, the CPC and foreign political

parties and organizations exchange viewpoints on questions of

common concern, explore how to make their countries prosper-
ous and their parties strong, and work together to increase ex-
changes and cooperation in all fields. These contacts deepen the
understanding and friendship between the Chinese people and
the peoples of these countries and effectively promote the com-
prehensive development of state-to-state relations between China
and these countries.

In this new century that is filled with hope, the CPC will con-
tinue to develop friendly contacts of diversified forms with differ-
ent types of political parties in the world. It will contribute further
to consolidating and developing state-to-state relations between
China and other countries, safeguarding world peace and stabil-

ity and promoting human prosperity and progress.

Minister, Intemational Department of the CPC Central Committee
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Ever since its founding, the CPC has linked the future and des-
tiny of China with the international community. In the early days
of the CPC, its founders went abroad in search of revolutionary
truth. They established connections and exchanges with Commu-
nists and progressive forces of other countries, actively participated
in the Communist International and constantly expanded the Party s
external contacts. The Party s external work played an important
role in winning widespread support and sympathy from progres-
sive forces and ordinary people in other countries for China s revo-
lution and the people s liberation, and in turn, made its due contri-
bution to the causes of social progress and liberation of the people

of other countries.
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Mao Zedong, key founder of the CPC, the People’s Liberation Army (PLA) and the
People’s Republic of China.
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In July 1921, the First Nationa

Congress of the CPC was convened in Shanghai.
Its final session was held on Lake Nanhu in Jiaxing County, Zhejiang Province.
@ Site of the First Congress at 106 Wangzhi Road in the French Concession in
Shanghai.

Excursion boat on Lake Nanhu, Jiaxing County, Zhejiang Province.
3 Russian and Chinese versions of the Party program adopted at the First
Congress.
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In February 1922, as a countermeasure to the Washington Conference, the Communist
International held the first congress of representatives from communist parties and national
revolutionary organizations of Far Eastern countries in Moscow. The CPC delegation attended
the congress.

@ Opening ceremony of the congress.

@ The Lux Hotel in Moscow where the CPC delegation to the Communist International stayed.

) Participants of an interim conference of the Communist Party of Chinese Youth in Europe in

November 1923. Back row, ninth from left: Zhou Enlai.
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@® The Sixth National Congress of the CPC was held in
the Selebroye villa in Zvenigorod on the outskirts of
Moscow in June 1928. Representatives from the Com-
munist International and the communist parties of the
Soviet Union, Italy, the United States and other coun-
tries attended the Congress by invitation.

@ Henry Norman Bethune was sent to China by the
Communist Party of Canada and the Communist Party
of the United States of America in 1937 to assist the
Chinese struggle against Japanese aggression. He went
to the battlefront where he rescued the dying and
healed the wounded.
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® Mao Zedong with a medical assistance team sent by
the Indian National Congress. Second from left: Dr.
Dwarkanath Shantaram Kotnis.

@ Zhu De with Agnes Smedley, an American journalist,
in Yan’an in 1937.



