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Preface

It is significant to publish the Album of Paintings Collected by the Museum of Chinese
Revolution on the eve of the 70th birthday of the Communist Party of China. Since the
1950s, artists from all parts of the country have been concerned for and extended their sup-
ports to the Museum of Chinese Revolution. They have created a large number of art works
reflecting the history of Chinese revolution for the purpose of various exhibitions held in the
museum. Some of their paintings have become influential nationwide and are considered as
the gems of contemporary Chinese art. Among the museums throughout the country, this mu-
seum is perhaps the one which has the richest collection of such art works. It certainly will
contribute to the socialist cultural and ideological progress to introduce them to the public.

Opening the album, you will find works by famous contemporary Chinese painters to il-
lustrate the glorious history of Chinese people. Through researches on many aspects, they
have enthusiastically created a great deal of paintings with both highly ideological value and
perfect artistic qualities. These works portray the historic process of different periods of Chi-
nese revolution, encourage people to work harder and boost their confidence in the socialist
construction. Many painters, who were in their prime when they created these art works in
the 1950s, have now entered their old age. As one of the organizers in charge of collecting
these paintings at that time, I would like to express my sincere thanks to them on the occasion
of the publication of this album.

Paintings with revolutionary history themes have opened up a new field for the art of
Chinese painting. It has distinctive Chinese characteristics not only in subject matter, but also
in style and technique. It is a product of the times in the evolution of the art of Chinese paint-
ing. This album will help readers understand in an artistic perspective the hardships and strug-
gles of modern China. And it also provides materials for research in the interest of developing
the art of Chinese painting.

At the current new historic stage, it is still essential to creat art works reflecting the revo-
lutionary history and the socialist construction. 1 hope that more new art works with better
quality will be produced and compiled into the next album of such paintings’ collection in fu-

ture.

Cai Ruohong
December 1990
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The Human Wall, by Hou Yimin (1930— ), professor of the Central Academy

of Fine Arts and his assistants Li Linzhuo, Ji Lianlu, Duan Haikang and Zhong

Weisheng. Glazed pottery relief mural. 1989
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A Great Victory in Niulangang, by Song Zhijian (1936— ), asso-
ciate professor of the Central Institute of Arts and Crafts. Oil paint-

ing. 1972
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In 1840, the British Government launched the
Opium War. The villagers of Sanyuanli in the
northern suburbs of Guangzhou rose against the
British aggression in May of next year when the
British army bombarded Guangzhou with ar-

tillery fire.
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On January 11, 1851, under the leadership of
Hong Xiuquan, members of the Society of God
Worshippers which was founded by Hong staged
an uprising at Jintian village, Guiping County,
Guangxi Province, establishing the Taiping

Heavenly Kingdom.
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The Jintian Uprising, by Wang Xuzhu (1930—

GHE) 199X279em  F ik 1961

), profes-

sional painter of the Guangdong Academy of Fine Arts. Oil

painting. 1961
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- A Great Victory in Gaolouzhai, by Lin Kai (1924— ), professional
painter of the Creation Section of the People’ s Fine Arts Publishing

House. Traditional Chinese Painting. 1959
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On May 18, 1865, the Nian Army dealt a
heavy blow at the Qing troops directed by Sen-
gge Lingin at Gaolouzhai, Shandong Province.
Sengge Lingin was killed by young soldiers of
the Nian Army during the battle and nearly all
the 11,000 men under the command of him sur-

rendered.
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On September 17, 1894, the fleet of the North-
ern Navy was suddenly attacked by the Japanese
warships on the Yellow Sea. Then, Ding
Ruchang, commander in chief of the Northern
Navy, ordered his men to meet the enemies

head-on.
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The Sino-Japanese Battle on the Yellow Sea, by Wu Shuyang (1902—

1966), professor of the Lu Xun Academy of Fine Arts. Oil painting.
1961
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The Founding of the Tong Meng Hui, by Shen Jiawei (1948— ), professional
painter of the Liaoning Academy of Fine Arts and Chen Yiming (1950— ),

lecturer of the Zhejiang Academy of Fine Arts. Oil painting. 1988
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On August 20, 1905, the Tong Meng Hui, an
united revolutionary organization, was jointly
founded by the Xing Zhong Hui, the Hua Xing
Hui and the Guang Fu Hui in Tokyo. Sun Yat-

sen was elected the president.
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On October 10, 1911, under the influence of
the Tong Meng Hui, the revolutionaries in
Hubei launched the Wuchang Uprising, liberat-
ing the Wuchang city and establishing the Hubei

Military Government of the Republic of China.
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7. REBE X GEHE) 189X255cm FAEH 1961
F4E ¥ (1937— L AL &
The Wuchang Uprising, by Wang Zhenghua (1937— ), as-

sociate professor of the Central Academy of Fine Arts. Oil

painting. 1961
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Embracing Diverse Ideas, by Shen Jiawei. Oil painting. 1988
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On taking up the post of president of the
Beijing University in 1917, Cai Yuan-
pei, a famous educationist, encouraged
free thinking and embraced diverse
ideas, making it the guiding principles
for running the university. He invited
people both advocating the new cultural
movement and favouring old Chinese
learning to give lectures at the same
time, making the Beijing University the

centre of the new cultural movement.
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On May 4, 1919, more than 3,000 students in
Beijing held a demonstration at Tian An Men,
shouting slogans such as ” Uphold China’s
overeignty” and ” Punish the traitors” , which
marked the beginning of the patriotic and anti-

imperialism May 4th Movement.
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The May 4th Movement, by Zhou Lingzhao (1919— ), pro-
fessor of the Central Academy of Fine Arts. Oil painting. 1951
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