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Strive for Justice

What is justice? This appears to be a philosophical question, but the
answer is in fact very simple. To me, justice is where happiness is achieved by
the majority. Generally speaking, it is when the majority has all of the
following: physical and mental health, freedom, dignity, respectable work,
balance of lifestyle, respect from others and protection of rights. In other
words, justice is misplaced where these rights have been infringed, and people
are injured , bullied and exploited. A typical example is where migrant workers
do not get rewarded or paid for the work performed or when they do not receive
adequate assistance when their rights have been violated.

Where is justice? Philosophers complicate theories on justice to
demonstrate the depth of the subject. It creates a misconception that justice is a
matter purely for experts, remote from the common people. In reality, justice
runs side by side with each and every one of us. Child abuse, bullying of
migrant workers, confession by duress, corruption, trespass, pollution of
farmers’ fertile farmland, intentional injury to others and so on are all unjust
behavior. Both traditional and modern day literature has portrayed justice as
being realized by musketeers. One musketeer can however, only help a few
people, and is limited in resources to achieve justice for society at large. In this
regard, only the law can provide assistance to the vast majority.

The enforcement of public interest law is the most realistic and practical
way of achieving justice. In any period of time, in any country, the society is

divided into two populations: the small proportion which holds power,
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influence and wealth and the large vulnerable majority who do not possess any.
The former often use their advantageous position to exploit the latter. In a
lawless environment, the powerless majority loses hope in justice, and can only
resort to starting a revolution to overthrow the minority by numbers. However,
in a law governed society, the law must provide the disadvantaged groups with
hope, confidence and protection, and enable the common all to see that justice
can be achieved by the enforcement of law. Public interest law is when the
common all understands the rule of law and the safeguards and rights which the
law provides them. Public interest law is not one specific law, but a concept, a
set of principles. Public interest law is the soul of the rule of law, and the rule
of law is the foundation of the realization of justice. It so follows that only
through the promotion of public interest law can the development of the rule of
law be complete, and only then can justice be achieved. In other words, the
more developed public interest law is, the more developed the rule of law will
be, and the closer we will be in achieving justice and a harmonious society.
Over the last ten years, the Zhicheng public interest law ( ZPIL) team has
strived to achieve justice. In Beijing, we established the Beijing Children’s Legal
Aid and Research Centre ( hereafter “ZPIL-Children’s Rights”), the Beijing
Migrant Workers’ Legal Aid Station ( hereafter “ ZPIL-Migrant Workers’
Rights” ), and the Beijing Rural Area Rule of Law Research Institute (hereafter
“ZPIL-RARL"”). Our full time personnel have increased from three to almost
40; the establishment of the All China Lawyers Association’s ( hereafter ACLA)
Child Protection Committee and the Legal Aid and Public Interest Law
Committee were a huge success; with the support of the ACLA and the
cooperation of lawyers associations from different provinces, we also established
28 provincial level child protection committees and ; under our direct supervision,
16 migrant workers legal aid stations have now been established. Outside of
Beijing, close to 70 full-time lawyers and support staff are now engaged in the
protection of migrant workers rights and children’s rights; more than 8000 lawyers

have now joined the “China Child Protection Network of Volunteer Lawyers”
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(CCPNVL) -the largest network of child protection pro bono lawyers in the country.

For ten years, through the advocacy of public interest law, we performed
the role of ministers spreading the concept of justice. The ZPIL Beijing team
has held over 300 training seminars with over 100, 000 trainees. Through
appearances on CCTV programs, we have had over several billion viewers with
over 1000 minutes of coverage related to public interest Jaw. We made use of
the attendance of conferences and media interviews, endlessly struggling to
spread the concept of justice, and cooperated with lawyers from all jurisdictions
on advocacy work. To reduce harm and conflict, so as to allow each and every
child to grow healthily and happily and to enable every person to work and live
in dignity—this is the justice we are striving to achieve.

For ten years, through the provision of the service of public interest law,
we performed the role of soldiers fighting for justice. From 2001 to June 2009,
ZPIL-Children’s Rights has provided consultation to over 38610 people;
provided direct representation to over 300 litigation cases; coordinated and
supported over 500 cases handled by volunteer lawyers; provided child victim
support for nearly 300 desperate children; countless cases handled directly by
volunteer lawyers. In the four years since the establishment of ZPIL- Migrant
Workers” Rights, we have provided free legal consultation on more than 23183
cases, benefited more than 104459 migrant workers, and provided direct
representation for more than 4064 cases. We have recovered more than 47, 390, 000
Yuan for the migrant workers, including the KFC case which benefited millions
indirectly. Outside of Beijing, the 16 migrant workers legal aid stations have,
up till July 2009, provided free legal consultation for more than 27027 cases,
benefited more than 84589 migrant workers, handled 7329 cases directly,
involved more than 13012 people, and recovered more than 89, 000, 000 Yuan
for the migrant workers. In total, more than 200,000 migrant workers have
benefited from our work, and more than ten million Yuan has been recovered
for them.

For ten years, through the advancement of public interest law and policy
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reform, we have promoted the concept of justice by different means. We
handled countless cases, including the Gao Pan child death penalty case, the
KFC labor dispatch dispute case, the child laborer Yo Hao case, and the case
of Guo Zengguang and other 64 migrant workers with wages in arrears, and
issued numerous reports on these cases as well as empirical studies to raise
awareness of the concept of justice amongst the public. We have also published
more than 53 books, including “The Science of Child Rights”, “Harmonious
Society and Public Interest Law”, and “ Who Moved Their Rights-China
Migrant Worker Rights and Interests Protection Investigation Report”. We have
participated directly and indirectly in the legislation and revision processes of the
People’s Republic of China Law on the Protection of Minors, the Law of the
People’s Republic of China on Mediation and Arbitration of Labor Disputes, the
Labor Contract Law, the Legal Aid Ordinance, the Beijing Act on the
Protection of Minors. Many of our research and recommendations have been
incorporated into laws and policies. Such work have advanced the Chinese rule
of law in and laid the foundation for the achievement of justice.

This book introduces publicly for the first time our experience and thinking
in the promotion of public interest law. Some people believe that the
government and society should support our work simply because we are doing
good. This understanding is, however, inaccurate. Skill and using the correct
methods are essential to do good. All along the years, I have maintained the
development model of using minimum investment to maximize output. Given
our limited resources, I constantly ponder on how best to advance the protection of
children’s and migrant workers’ rights to its maximum, to realize justice for more.

This book introduces the thought process involved in our promotion of
children’s and migrant workers’ rights, including the establishment of our
various organizations, the determination of our work models, our conduction of
research, participation in legislation, cooperation with the government, fund-
raising, management, decision-making, setting of salary standards of public

interest lawyers, media relations, establishment of lawyers association
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committees, and the management of our satellite offices and pro bono lawyers.
We believe these experiences will provide a better understanding of public
interest law work and public interest lawyers in China to overseas organizations,
government departments and other non-governmental organizations, creating an
impact on future work in this area.

This book introduces publicly for the first time the thinking, difficulties,
and methods behind five influential public interest cases we handled that that
received widespread public attention. The tobacco lawsuit did not enter into the
litigation process, but this is something we anticipated. In fact, the process of
filing the case was in and of itself a strategy to, through the legal system,
highlight our concern for the harm tobacco causes to children. Behind the Gao
Pan death penalty case was China’s death penalty review system. The Guo
Zengguang case reflected the difficulties for migrant workers in recovering their
wages. The KFC case influenced the formulation of the labor laws in China,
and demonstrated the conflicts between overseas chambers of commerce, trade
unions and lawyers on the issue; the Yu Hao case reflected the suffering caused
by a child labor’s injuries on his family and the difficulties in protecting
children’s rights in this context. The detailed account of these cases, including
the petition to the National People’s Congress on the death penalty case, the
letters and compilation of information on the case to the Chief Justice of
Chaoyang District People’s Court, may all be of benefit to law students and
young lawyers. Even more valuable is lawyer Shi Fumao’s detailed recording
and analysis of the handling of the case of over 20,000 words.

This book accurately reflects China’s development in the rule of law: the
increasing transparency in the legislation process, as well as growing
opportunities for civil society to reflect their views. Such is huge progress,
however, the legislation decision-making mechanism has affected the legislative
quality, the moralization of the law has resulted in offenders despising the law
and thereby acting recklessly, the unscientific system has led to complicated

system of enforcement of the laws, and high opportunity costs. All these have
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made it more difficult for the Party and the Government to manage the country.
The 50 or so cases described in this book reflect the existence of these
problems. The successful handling of these cases demonstrates the improvement
in the rule of law. This book can be described as the recording of the
development of modern day China’s rule of law.

This book realistically describes the overall reality of the current Chinese
public interest lawyers. Many people, both mainlanders and foreigners, often
asked me why I became engaged in public interest legal service. Some
Jjournalists asked if I was inspired by a particular case? The answer lies in the
introduction of own experiences as a student and working as a junior lawyer. In
the name of justice, the society needs someone to take responsibility and to
endure the pressure. I have had to borrow money and sell my property. The
important yet tedious work and worries over my country and my people make
me sleepless.” We, as lawyers, often start early and leave late to attend court
and collect evidence, and face blackmails and threats of the wrongdoers at
times. Almost a hundred specialist public interest lawyers nationwide need to
resist the allure and temptation of high pay in other legal work, However, I am
grateful that Shi Fumao, Zhang Xuemei and Zhang Wenjuan in Beijing, Li
Xiaoxia in JiangSu and Wan Hui in JiangXi and others have all become
excellent public interest lawyers; Kong Weizhao and other lawyers in Anhui
have become leading child protection lawyers in their own respective provinces.
The lawyers of China are consistently broadening their outlook on their
participation in public interest legal work. I hope this book will encourage legal
practitioners, law school teachers and students to think in the name of justice,
and what they should do within their abilities to ensure justice.

In the past ten years, we have accomplished a lot with the help of many of
our supporters. From graduating university to working in ZhiCheng, the former
head of the Fengtai Bureau of Justice Mr. Xiao Shiming discovered potential,
encouraged, and introduced opportunities to me. His predecessor Ms. Li

Xiuying is not only a leader but also a friend who has supported and assisted us



