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Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

L ewis Carroll was born Charles Lutwidge Dodgson in
Daresbury, Cheshire, England, on January27, 1832. He
was the third child and oldest boy in a family of seven girls
and four boys.

Dodgson had a quick and clever mind. An excellent
student, he later became a lecturer in mathematics and wrote
a number of books on math and logic.He also was a skilled
photographer.

Dodgson loved chilkren.He turned his talent for entertain-
ing his sisters and bnthers as a youngset toward writing sto-
ries to amuse the children of his friends and neighbors.Using
thi pen name Lewis Carroll, he published Alice 5§ Adventures
in Wonderland in1864 and auother Alice book, Through the
Looking Glass, in1871.Although he wrote several other
children’s books, it was his books about Alice that won him
worldwide,lasting fame.

Dodgson died on January14,1898.
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Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland

1

DOWN THE RABBIT HOLE

lice was beginning to get very tired of sitting next to
Aher sister on the riverbank with nothing to do. Once or
twice she looked at the book her sister was reading, but it
had no pictures or conversations' in it. “What is the use of a
book.” thought Alice, “without pictures or conversations?”

All of a sudden, a White Rabbit with pink eyes dashed
across the countryside. “Oh, dear!” the Rabbit exclaimed.
“I'm late. late. late!” Alice thought such a sight was peculiar.
and she was especially surprised when the Rabbit took a watch
out of his waistcoat pocket and checked the time. Burning
with curiosity, Alice ran after the animal and was just in time
to see it pop down a large rabbit hole.

In another moment Alice went down after it, without con-
sidering how she might get back up. The hole dipped sud-
denly and Alice found herself falling down what seemed to
be a very deep well. Down, down, down she fell. Either the
well was very deep, or Alice fell very slowly, because she
had plenty of time to look around her and wonder what was

VARELTHARELLEIKDC AT AR 2H, — B
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Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland

going to happen next.

As she slowly floated downward, Alice noticed that the walls
on either side were lined with cupboards and bookshelves. She
grabbed a jar from one of the shelves as she moved past it. It
was labeled ORANGE MARMALADE but, to her great
disappointment, it was empty. Alice did not want to drop the
jar, for fear that she might hit someone underneath, so she put
it into one of the cupboards as she floated by.

“Well,” thought Alice, “after a fall like this, I shall think
nothing of falling down stairs. How very brave they will think
me at home!”

Down, down, down she fell. Would the fall never come to
an end? “I must be getting toward the center of the world,”
Alice thought, “How funny it will seem to come out on the
other side and be among people who walk upside down!”

Down, down, down she went. There was nothing for Alice
to do but wait. “My cat Dinah will miss me very much tonight.
” she remarked, “I hope they’ll remember to give it milk and
feed it. Oh, Dinah, [ wish you were down here with me. There
are no mice in the air for you to catch, but you might catch a
bat and that’s very much like a mouse, you know. But do
cats eat bats, I wonder? Do cats eat bats?”

As Alice pondered this question, she dozed off while still
floating slowly down the hole. Suddenly, thump! thump!—
she landed on a heap of dry leaves and the fall was over.

12
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2
THE GOLDEN KEY

Alice was not a bit hurt. She jumped up and looked around
her. She caught sight of the White Rabbit, hurrying
down a long passage, all the while exclaiming to himself,
“Oh, my ears and whiskers, how it’s getting late!”” Alice ran
after the odd creature, which turned a corner and disappeared.
Alice found herself in a long, low hall lit by a row of lamps

hanging from the roof.

There were doors all around the hall. Alice tried to open
each one, but all were locked. After she had been all the way
down one side of the hall and up the other, trying every door
a second time, she walked sadly down the middle, wonder-

ing how she would ever get herself out of this mess.

Her thoughts were interrupted when she noticed a three-
legged table, made of glass, just ahead of her. A tiny golden
key lay upon it. Alice thought that she had found the way to
unlock one of the doors, but she was wrong. Either the locks
were too large or the key was too small, because the key
would not open any of the doors. Alice was about to give up

14
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when she noticed a plush, red curtain in the corner of the
hallway. Behind it was a tiny door, about 15 inches high.
Alice put the little golden key in the lock and, to her great
delight, it fit!

She opened the tiny door, knelt down, peered in, and dis-
covered the most beautiful garden she had ever seen. “I’d
love to be in there,” she thought, “This hallway is dark and
empty, but that garden is absolutely gorgeous!”

Unfortunately, the door was so small that Alice could not
get even her head through it. “Even if my head would go
through,” she thought, “it would be of very little use because
my shoulders wouldn’t. Oh, I wish I could fit through this
door! I think I could, if | only knew how to begin.” Things
had been so peculiar so far that, at this point, Alice thought
almost anything was possible.

There was no use in waiting near the door, so Alice went
back to the glass table. Sitting on it was a tiny bottle with a
label tied to it that read DRINK ME. “This certainly was not
here before.” Alice said aloud. Being a very smart girl, she
was not about to follow the tag’s instructions without think-
ing it over carefully first.

Putting the key down on the table, she thought, “I’ll ex-
amine the bottle, and see whether it’s marked POISON.” Alice

had heard stories of children who had gotten into trouble
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