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1. Introduction

China Exhibition Industry Establishment
In the 10 years since the founding of new China, over
each provinces and economically central areas, a first
bunch of exhibition halls were established. They played
the role of milestone for China exhibition industry.
Among them, there were Beijing Exhibition Hall
(Beijing), Shanghai Exhibition Center(Shanghai),
National Agricultural Exhibition Center(Beijing) and
Cultural Palace of Nationalities(Beijing). They have
become the image of the cities and the center of
economic and culture activities.

Winding

However, due to economic recession, in the 10 years
since 1970, except Chinese Export Commodities
Fairground in Guangzhou, not so many new exhibition
places have been erected. As the rest industries, China
exhibition industry was on bearish market at that
period.

Time for development
In the end of 1970's, economic reformation brought
up new life to China's economy, It heated up exhibition
industry. Demand for exhibition place was soaring.

Introduction

Many new exhibition halls opened up during 1979 and
1989. One after another, they raced to match
international standard on logical building structure,
multi-function design and advanced facilities. China
International Exhibition Center (Beijing ) and Exhibition
Hall of China World Trade Center (Beijing) represented
the typical modules. Others were Guangxi Guilin
International Trade and Exhibition Center, Tianjin
International Exhibition Center and etc. Statistically,
exhibition halls established during this period of time
occupied 21% of all the existing show places in China
now (See Chart 1). So, obviously by that time, China
exhibition industry restored to its development period.

However, in the beginning of 1990's, over heated
economy resulted in problems. New policies were
issued to have investment capital under controlied and
slowed down development of all industries. From 1990
to 1995, newly buiit or expanded exhibition halls were
very few. Kunming International Trade Center was one
of them. The establishment of Kunming International
Trade Center proved that even though in the period of
adjustment, the Government still confirmed the
importance of exhibition places for their roles in
promoting domestic and international trade and
economies.

T 25 Db 200 vk Esbaib btk s Cuassiinloond Cenest Rievitioey 1 3




Survey and analysis

Chart 1
Exhibition and Convention Centers in Number and Year
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Stable and rapid development

According to our survey and statistics, dramatic
development of China exhibition industry started from
1996. It hits now the record development rate of China
exhibition industry (See Chart 2). In between 1996 and
1998, the total volume of areas of exhibition places was
increased by 383,500 square meters, in which area for
conferences was increased by 27,317 square meters.
The increased number of show places during these
three years surpassed the increased number in the
period of 1985-1995. it takes 25% of the total number
of current exhibition places. Here are some of the
places erected in that period: Chengdu International
Exhibition & Convention Center in Sichuan, Fuzhou
International Conference & Exhibition Center in Fujian,
Shanghai Everbright Convention and Exhibition Center
in Shanghai, Changchun International Exhibition Center
in Jilin, Dalian Xinghai Convention and Exhibition Center
in Liaoning, and Hubei Sports Exhibition Center in
Wuhan.

Chart 2
Area increased in 1985 — 2000
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Along with the arrival of new millennium, the
development rate of China exhibition industry kept
going on a high level. From early 1999 to the end of
2000, the area of exhibition halls all over China
increased by 954,615 square meters. In year 2001, more
than 316,750 square meters of new area will come up
for use.

China will accelerate shortening the gap with the
developed countries. No doubt to say that along with
the healthy development of its economy and
enroliment of WTO, China, as the biggest developing
country, will have a bright future on its exhibition
industry.

2. Survey and analysis

Medium size exhibition halls take the highest ratio
China Exhibition and Convention Center 2001 Directory
covers exhibition halls with area up to 2,183,900 square
meters. 12% Halls of over 100,000 square meters
occupies 36% the total area. 50% of the halls have 10,
000 to 49,000 m2. Their areas represent 41 % of the total
(See Chart 3).

Chart 3 Scale and number in percentage
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Ownership variety
Exhibition Hall of China World Trade Center, as the first
joint-venture exhibition hall, opened in 1989. It marks
the beginning of the ownership different from the
State. Thereafter, Shenzhen International Exhibition
Center, Shanghai International Exhibition Center,
Dongguan Humen Convention & Exhibition Center in
Guangdong Province, Tak Fi Exhibition City Shishi in
Fujian Province, and Shanghai New Exhibition Center
in Shanghai were the followers. Importing foreign
investment also injected advanced management
concept to China exhibition industry. It definitely
improved its exhibition hall management system.

Chart 4
Owenership Status
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Table 5 Voltage

Survey and analysis

in the 8 years afterward, in Chongqing, Shandong,
Zhejiang, Guangdong and other cities and provinces,
some newly established exhibition halls were owned
by the private. Up to now, in the total number of
exhibition halls, 75% is State owned, 9% joint-venture,
9% private and 7% share hold.

Facilities and services
81% halls could provide voltage of 220 volts, 86% 380
volts and 67% can provide customized voltage.

58% power supplies are from floor, 43% from post,
20% from wall and only 8% from ceiling. Most of the
halls could provide different types of outlet for power

supply.

- 29% of the halls have centralized air conditioning

system. Half of the halls could provide water supply

wﬁtem. 55% halls have drainage system. However, only
halls could provide natural gas (See Table 8).

Percentage

Voltage
3 3 phase 380V 86%
1 phase/2 phase/3 phase 220V 81%

DCOEM©

TR SyTE I 2000 Chiisin Tichitithon sid Cunsventiin Ceiller Dheectiey 15



