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From the Editor

With the aim of strengthening the basic research of Vietnam’s current situations and
providing specialists, officials, businessmen and people of all walks of life who focus on
or have interests in Vietnamese issues with a systematic reference material, the institute
of southeast Asian study of Guangxi Academy of Social Sciences, cooperating with the
relevant circles, have compiled the Report of Vietnam’s Conditions since 2000
annually.

As a systematic reference book of higher academic standard with detailed and
accurate data, the Reports of Vietnam’s Conditions have become an important referent
book for personalities of various circles both at home and abroad to acquaint the latest
situations of Vietnam and study Vietnamese developing trend, received a general
popularity.

Report of Vietnam’s Conditions in 2010 keeps the framework of 3 sections as before.
Section I is a general report with all-round reflection and study of Vietnamese political
foreign affair, economy trade, social culture and so on of the past year and the forecast
of the next year. Section 2 is the development report of 2009 — 2010, including several
analyzed reports on special topics of the development situation of industries and fields of
Vietnam, while Section 3 is the general material, covers some brief introduction of
Vietnam, Chronicle of Events of Vietnam and Sino-Vietnam Relations in 2009,
relevant important documents as well as some economic and social statistics. Report of
Vietnam’s Conditions in 2010 increases the section of “ Vietnamese-Chinese Mutual
Translation” , is the rare reference book for researchers in Vietnam issues, particularly
those teachers, students or practitioners engaged in learning Vietnamese and translation.

The division of work on Report of Vietnan’s Conditions in 2010 is written as follows :

Gu Xiaosong: General report and General Situation of Vietnam;

Lin Minghua; Politics;

Zhai Leiming, Qin Yi: Diplomacy;

Liu Zhigiang; China-Vietnam relationship, Works on Vietnam’s Issues and items
of doctors’ or masters’ essays;

Cai Yizhou, Zhou Yan: Military;



Liu Jianwen: Agriculture;

Ma Jin’an: Industry, Finance and Monetary, the Industrial and Commercial Center
of Vietnam; Ho Chi Minh City;

Yang Ran: Transportation and Communication

Liang Bingmeng; Commerce and Service;

Huang Weisheng; Tourism;

Li Bihua, Zhao Yuhan & Zhan Dong: Culture;

Li Bihua; Education;

Jiang Yushan: Chronicle of Vietnam and China-Vietnam Relationship in 2009 ;

Qin Yi: Statistic Document of Economy and Society;

Wei Hongping: Recruiting of Chinese Universities with Vietnamese Majors;

Xiong Shiping: Works on Vietnam’s Issues and Items of Doctors’ or Masters’
Essays;

Shi Chunliu, Chen Haili & Qin Lifang; Vietnamese-Chinese Mutual Translation.

Professor Gu Xiaosong and associate professor Liu Jianwen have been charge of the
organization and end-compiling of the book, while Mr. Ma Jin’an was responsible for
the editing and proofreading and Mr. Huang Yaodong translated the preface and
contents into English all along.

Thanks to leaders of Guangxi Academy of Social Sciences for their attention and
support to the Project, now the book has come into an end smoothly. As lacking in
experiences, we might have ignored mistakes for one or another, and do hope critics

and suggestions from readers and scholars and would try to do better next time.

Editors
March, 2010
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Abstract

In 2009, under the great impact of global financial tsunami, facing the severe
challenging situation, the Vietnamese Party and Govemment implemented fully the
resolution of Party’s Tenth National People’s Congress, adopting a series of effective
measures and made a new achievement in maintaining stability, promoting the economic
growth as well as protecting the people’s livelihood. Politically, Vietnam continued to
comprehensively strengthen the party building, improve the party’s governing capability
and earnestly spare no effort to prepare for the party’s 11th National People’s Congress;
strengthen the construction of legal system, resolve the social conflicts and maintain the
public stability according to law. In an unusual year, Vietnam could maintain a better
situation of stable society and politics, moderate growth in economy and protection of
people’s livelihood. Diplomatically, Viet Nam continued to implement the diplomatic
line of establishing independently, multi-direction and diversification. Around the three
themes, namely politics, economy and culture, relying on the multilateral arena of the
United Nations, ASEAN and others, Vietnam carried out the diplomacy of
government, political parties and civil society with a proactive stance, taking power
balance, peaceful peripheral environment and beneficial economy as the focus in
developing foreign relations; At the same time, Vietnam remained to carry out its
policies of realism distinctively, safeguarded its vested interests in territory, territorial
waters and others, and tried to get more real interest; In addition, Vietnam was still in
the struggle with the Western countries in human, religious and other issues effectively
for a stable external environment for national development so as to promote its status and
role in international arena. By then, Vietnam had established the diplomatic relations
and cooperation with 177 countries and 224 trade organizations in the world. In
economy, the Vietnamese government adopted various of effective measures to curb the
economic recession, so its economy maintained a certain growth. According to the
statistics released by the Vietnamese government, in 2009, Vietnam’s economic growth
rate was 5.32% (at current price, its GDP was 1645. 48 trillion VND, approximately
94 billion U. S. dollars) , ranked ahead most of Southeast Asian countries. Service area

was the largest contribution, an increase of 6. 63% ; followed by the secondary industry,



up by 5.52% ; the third contribution was the first industry, grew by 1.83% . While
the economy achieved a certain growth rate, Vietnam’s inflation was under control,
which was only 7% , fell by 16 percentage points compared with that of 2008.
Vietnam’s economic growth rate in 2009 dropped by about 1 percentage point over the
previous year, mainly due to the slowdown in industrial development, the production
increased by only 7.6% , compared with the previous year, it dropped by nearly 7
percentage points. The private industry was the fastest-growing one in 2009, with the
growth rate of 10% ; followed by the foreign industrial enterprises and state-owned
enterprises, increased respectively by 8% and 3. 7% . Some areas, such as Quang Ninh
province, Thanh Hoa province and Ba Ria-Vung Tau province, Bucked the trend of
industrial growth, increased respectively 13% , 13% and 10% . Vietnam is still a state
with larger proportion of agriculture, the harvest of agricultural production laid the
foundation for its economic stability and considerable growth rate. In spite of the severe
weather disasters in 2009, both Vietnam’s total grain production and exports of rice
made a new record, reached respectively 44 million tons and 6 million tons, up
respectively 7 million tons and 1. 4 million tons over the previous year. However, due
to the impact of the world financial crisis, most agricultural prices declined, so Vietnam’s
agricultural output was not substantially increased correspondingly with the rapid increase
of production. In 2009, Vietnam’s economic structure was changed, the proportion of
the first, second and third industry changed from 21.99 :39.91 : 38.1 in 2008 into
20.66: 40.24 : 39. 10 in 2009, the proportion of the first industry declined greatly,
about 1. 33 percentage point, mainly because the price of the agricultural product
declined largely, While those of the second and third industry increased respectively
0. 33 and 1 percentage points. In 2009, Vietnam strengthened the domestic investment,
the overall investment from society was 704. 2 trillion VND, equal to 42. 8% of GNP,
a year-on-year growth of 15.3% , The amount of foreign investment projects
throughout the year was about 22 billion U. S. dollars, capered with 64 billion U. S.
dollars in the last year, it was substantially reduced by about 70% , of which the new
registered project capital was 17 billion U. S. dollars, the additional registered project
capital was 5 billion U. S. dollars. Impacted by the world economic crisis, Vietnam’s
foreign trade volume in 2009 decreased compared to 2008, according to Vietnamese
customs statistics, the total import and export commodities in Vietnam in 2009 was
about 126 billion U. S. dollars, compared with 143. 3 billion U. S. dollars in 2008, it
was reduced by about 17 billion U. S. dollars, the decrease in imports was larger than

that of exports, the import decrease was about 69 billion U. S. dollars, down 17% . As



the economy growth had been maintained, Vietnam gained some growth in other
aspects. In 2009, Vietnam’s revenue reached 390 trillion VND, 750 billion VND
higher than that of 2008. As of the end of December 2009, the number of Vietnam’s
telephone users reached 123 million, an increase of 51.3% . Of which, over 18.1
million was fixed-users, an increase of 28.4% ; the mobile phone users reached 105
million, an increase of 56. 1% ; The network users was 300 million, up 45.5% ; the
number of people using the network reached 22. 9 million, an increase of 10. 3% .
Prospecting 2010, Vietnam will focus on the preparations for the party’s 11th
National People’s Congress which will be held in January 2011, the politics and society
of which will continue to be stable; the economy will recover its growth, the expected
economy rise is 6% to 7% ; as the rotating chairman of ASEAN, Vietnam will be active

in the regional and the world political arena.

Key Words; 2009; Vietnam; Politics; Economy; Report of National Situation
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