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PREFACE

A Course in Spoken Chinese is a set of

textbooks for foreign students to learn spoken
Chinese. It consists of three volumes:for be-
ginners,intermediate ,and advanced levels.

This set of books is well planned. Its
lessons proceed in an orderly way,advancing
step by step, while each book is complete in
itself. Thus it can be used for students who
are at different levels when they enroll.

This set of books is culturally oriented
and is intended to be practical,i. e. to train the
students’ ability to communicate in Chinese
language in everyday life. It observes the prin-
ciple of proceeding from easy to difficult and
yet does not rigidly adhere to the language
structure. The content of the books includes

everyday topics in spoken Chinese, such as:
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food clothing,shelter,transportation, customs
and habits, marriage and family, and social
history. The content is rich and varied, natu-
ral, and true to life. It combines a scientific
and practical approach with interesting mate-
rial.

Each of the three books is aimed at a
diffierent level. The first book is appropriate
for beginners. It contains the most necessary
for social communication and expression. Af-
ter finishing this book the student will have
learned basic everyday spoken Chinese.

The intermediate book is appropriate for
students who already possess preliminary
speaking skills. After finishing this book the
student will have greatly expanded his
vocabulary and his range of vocabulary will be
greater. He will also be able to communicate
more fluently with native Chinese speakers.

The advanced book provides higher level



spoken Chinese for students who already
know quite a bit of spoken Chinese. It trains
them to use words and phrases correctly and
properly in a natural way. In addition, this
book provides more cultural background on
China. After finishing this book the student
will be able to communicate with native
speakers in many ways without much difficul-
ty.

The three books have basically the same
style and format. Each lesson includes words,
part of speech, text, and exercises. In the ”

Words ”esction it contains hanyu pinyin and

English translation. The texts in the interme-
diate book also have English translations. The
series does not include many explanations . but
1s flexible.allowing the teacther to adapt the
book to the needs of his or her students.
Before the material was sent to the pub-

lisher, we tested it in the classroom and did
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some revision. But even though it has been
tested and revised a couple of times, we are
not able to guarantee that the books are free
of error. Comments and suggestions will be

warmly welcomed.

Author. 1993
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(#)  fengsheng sumptuous
()  chan greedy, fond of
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