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Unit 1 Language

art | What Was That You Said?

el

exert modemity  cockney  anecdote

| |  glotalsiop
upwardly aspireto  continuum  string out lingua franca
cross-class communication lubricant clarity surpass

Received Pronunciation (RP)  Nigeria

@ In Britain there are many different accents and dialects. You are going to hear
Phoebe from Northern Ireland, some Welsh choir singers, and two Scottish men who
have a strong Glasgow accent.

Listen and see if you can understand them. Jot down
some key words in the table below to describe their
language characteristics.

- 1. Phoebe from Northern Ireland ‘

2. Welsh choir singers l

3. Two Scottish men

@ Tom McArthur, linguist and lexicographer, is editor of the Oxford Companion to the
English Language and the scholarly journal English Today. At his home in Cambridge,
he spoke with Newsweek’s Daniel Pedersen and Deborah Curran.

Listen to the conversation and choose the best answer to the following sentences. Fill in
the blanks with no more than THREE words where necessary.
1. The following statements about RP are true EXCEPT

A. RP, Received Pronunciation, is the Queen’s English

B. RP is the accent of the royal family, not that of the middle classes

E
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10.

11.

12;

C. RP has been put forward as a standard accent across all of England

D. RP has lost its central position and is being challenged

.RP has always been spoken by percent of the

population in social positions of great

. English can be both attractive and dangerous—dangerous because

it

. The New London Voice is a compromise voice between RP

and

. Which of the following statements about spoken English is true?

A. There is a globally recognized standard.

B. There is a central authority like the Académie Frangaise.

C. The New London Voice is becoming more and more popular.
D. British speech will be classless in the future.

. One thing that distinguishes the New London Voice is
A. the glottal stop B. the stress accent
C. the nasal consonant D. the lateral consonant
. In the New London Voice, “1” at the end of a word is pronounced

. The New London Voice is spoken by

A. older speakers of RP

B. upwardly mobile working-class people from London
C. people of Diana’s background 30, 40, or 50 years ago
D. John Major

. The old-style RP accent

A. is a kind of social lubricant

B. is still preferred among diplomats
C. is very popular in public schools in Britain

D. makes British people proud of their education
We (BBC) are tending to get voices with the

necessary for radio

and television, rather than that is supposed to represent the

best possible English for all people in all places.
People in India, Nigeria or Singapore

A. are learning the world’s lingua franca

B. are concerned with the British English

C. are following the trend of American English

D. are likely to develop their own “educated” accents
According to McArthur, American English

A. is a symbol of authority

B. is spoken by 57 million people

C. will probably become a model for a vast number of people around the world

D. has surpassed British English as the leading model for English learners to follow

2



Unit 1 Language

(( c\% As you listen to the conversation again, complete the chart below with key words.

Spoken English Characteristics Status

RP

New London Voice

American English

(’/ D‘*f; In groups, discuss the following questions, giving examples where possible.
\ Lo 4

1. Which English accent do you prefer, British English or American English? Why?

2. Have you heard other accents of English before? (i.e. Indian English, Japanese
English, Singaporean English, etc.) What is your view on these English variations?
Do you think there should be a global standard for English pronunciation?

3. Do you think the Queen or later monarchs of Great Britain might speak American
English one day? Why or why not?

((E\} Imitation. You are going to hear an audio of the Queen’s speech. Listen to it and
practice mimicking the accent until you can repeat the Queen’s accent confidently
and correctly. You will then be asked to mimic the speech in front of the class with

the Queen’s accent.
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Part Il Do Animals Talk to Each
Other the Way People Do?

lunge burrow decipher

vanish identical displacement by no means
Northern Arizona University Gunnison Flagstaff

What is language? Listen to the following definitions of language, express your
understanding of it, and then describe some of its characteristics.

J

Dictation. Listen to the following short passage and write down what you hear.

\




Unit 1 Language

the one thing that make human beings (1) :

is .
Language > 2) ’

the last (3) between man and beast

!

being challenged

Con Slobodchikoff: studied (4) 1
analyzed (5) of Gunnison’s prairie dog

}

having a (6) system

(" tell one another (7) and how fast it’s moving
even express (8)

Prairie dogs canJ identify (9) _ and tell one another (10)

(D
@
(6)
®
(10)
an
(12)

tell the other prairie dogs that (11)
tell one another something about (12) the person is

wearing, and (13)

A

2 3)
®)
)
(€))

(13)




FRFRBE(SEM)

47\

(D) As you continue listening to the second part of the passage, write T (true), F (false),
or NG (not given) beside the following statements.

() 1.Dr. Slobodchikoff was able to judge directly what the prairie dog was
reacting to when he made a distress call.

() 2. Prairie dogs have different responses to different warnings.

() 3.1If the hawk was circling overhead, all the prairie dogs ran quickly back to
their holes.

) 4. When a man is running, the prairie dogs run for their burrows.

) 5. Prairie dogs have different dialects and they have to learn the calls.

) 6. Genetic differences determine the differences in the calls.

A~ AN A~ o~

) 7.1t is acknowledged that language has to have meaning, productivity and
displacement.

( ) 8. The prairie dogs’ way of communication has been accepted by some scientists

as a language since it conveys meanings.

a” \
Y. W

(E ) Debate. Animals use language to communicate.

Do you think language is exclusively used by human beings? Do you think animals
use language to communicate? Think and discuss the arguments in support of or

against the idea that “animals use language to communicate” with your group.

i 1
.

Captis N oA 1 &
<1 .‘"}"L"' \\n‘ - ,t \7' & « .r_‘";’_.r

Tkt A N 'fm o 3 4
2 *}“T;*M M 5' "‘1’1'{? b ,"r

M w? ’“F l‘;l »ﬂ%g.u-
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Unit 1 Language

Part Il Understanding Language

~ endangered  blink o bealoeck. -
éxtinption L ~ primitive on the same footing
premise merge seep
warrior globalization mutually unintelligible
fare full-blown accommodate syntactical
neural intertwine invoke from scratch
Viking Slavic Germanic Anglo
Saxon Jute Celtic Latin
Turko-Mongol Farsi Hindi Turkic
Urdu Turkish Appalachia West Coast
Kentucky Hindu Delhi Portuguese
Inuit Polish Ludwig Zamenhof Esperanto

£ “} . .
{ A Discuss the following questions with a partner.

1. What do you know about the history of the English language?

2. What is the difference between a language and a dialect? How many different dialects
are spoken in China?

3. What do you think are the three most widely spoken languages in the world today?

4. Do you think the loss of languages is like the loss of a species? Why or why not?

e N PR e
e Aot oS emsemennee. NOTtheN Dialect
) # i o «y ’f"\ ‘f:“"g
TR, P : ‘h"'\"(\-‘ ,". “gu P s oiW
- e . »
: Iy A BN « « Southern Dialects
gy T s |  §s ¢ o
e amp. i - Jiansu Dialect 5. i
AR VI, e o um
.{ e famw“?(' o f by e
P FLOURUC I | s Anhut Dialect #i
o ,“““ - JlangXI D!alect '}ﬁ i:';
K3
| b galiy
v Hunan Dialect iRt

g e FUjian Dialect 4 if§
g

Kejia Ethnic Dialect ‘& %

T R

= Cantonese M jl§
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(B“g You are going to hear five passages about language. Listen to the first passage and
S fill in the blanks.

1. Jiwarli and Chinook are examples of languages.
2. Roughly languages are spoken in the world today but
of them will have disappeared by the end of the next century.
3. John Miller says people should when a language dies because

it means has joined the modern world.

4. The speaker believes that the disappearance of languages is different from the
disappearance of species because a single species cannot

but a single language can . It would contribute to

f’( c\} Listen to the second passage and choose the best answer to the following questions.

1. When people merge because of war and invasion, they usually end up speaking

A. the invaders’ language B. the locals’ language
C. a new blended language
2. Which of the following is not one of the key components of English?
A. Celtic B. Latin C. German
D. Russian E. French
3. The official language of Pakistan, Urdu, -
A. is another example of blending the languages of the invaders and the locals
B. was born in the army as a blend of the soldiers’ various languages
C. is mainly from Turkish and Hindi

©

Listen to the third passage and fill in the blanks with no more than THREE words.

1. Language has a powerful tendency to as well as blend. The
language serves as an example here. “Pants” means
in Britain.
2. Even though the speaker and at Wal-Mart in Appalachia both spoke
the same language, they could each other.
3. Italian, and started out as dialects of the same language.

((E\? Listen to the fourth passage and write T (true), F (false) or NG (not given) beside
the following statements.

() 1. Some languages are dying because people are willing to adopt the language that
helps them get along in the world.
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() 2. According to the speaker, people practically think in the same way even though
they are speaking different languages.

() 3. The Inuit language has 20 words for snow because snow is so much part of Inuit
life.

() 4. Native speakers have a sense of identity when they speak their language.

G) Listen to the last passage and answer the following questions with key words.

1. What did Polish physician Ludwig Zamenhof do in 18877

2. What are the characteristics of that language?

3. How many people are speaking the language according to its supporters?

4. Does the speaker think this language will become a global second language?

{(G‘} In groups, discuss the following questions, giving examples where possible.

1. What is the relationship between language and culture? Do you think a culture can
be lost if the language spoken within that culture is lost? What aspect(s) of Chinese
culture would be lost if Chinese were to become moribund?

2. What actions can be taken to preserve languages that are endangered?

3. English has had a resurgence in recent times. How has this resurgence occurred?

4. Do you think that there should be one dominant language in the world? Why or
why not? What are the advantages and disadvantages if everyone spoke the same
language?

5. What’s your personality like in English? Are you a different person when you speak
English? How are you different? Are there any topics that you would feel more
comfortable discussing in English rather than in Chinese? Why do you think you
have that feeling?

f( ‘} Homework assignment. In groups of 4 or 5, choose and research one of the following

topics. Each group is to report the research to the class with a 3-minute presentation.

1. Endangered or extinct language

Research one of the endangered or dead languages. You may include the following
details: language region, origin, history, how and why it disappeared / is disappearing,
what is being done to preserve this language, etc.

2. “Conquered” or “conquerer’s” language
Prepare a report about a conquerer’s language, or a conquered language. You may

9



