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» Preliminary Tasks

1. | Find some reference material about introduction speeches
from the recommended books and websites in Appendix III.

2. | Watch the video clip from Yang Lan’ s speech in Beijing’ s bid
for 2008 Olympic Games ( see the tapescript on page 8)
and imitate the following part of it.

There are a lot more wonderful and exciting things waiting for you in
New Beijing, a dynamic modern metropolis with 3,000 years of cultural
treasures woven into the urban tapestry. Along with the iconic imagery of
the Forbidden City, the Temple of Heaven and the Great Wall, the city offers
an endless mixture of theatres, museums, discos, all kinds of restaurants
and shopping malls that will amaze and delight you. But beyond that, it is a
place of millions of friendly people who love to meet people from around the
world. People of Beijing believe that the 2008 Olympic Games in Beijing will
help to enhance the harmony between our culture and the diverse cultures
of the world. Their gratitude will pour out in open expressions of affection for
you and the great Movement that you guide.
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pecial Occasion Speeches ™

1. | Sample introduction speeches

Self-introduction
Ladies and gentlemen,

Thank you for giving me an opportunity to speak on this special
occasion. | am Philip Lee, the executive manager of the sales department
of Delta Electric. In the three years since | have taken charge of the
department, the sales of our products have grown astronomically and |
am immensely proud of my department and staff. People sometimes ask
me what is the secret of such tremendous growth, and | invariably answer:
“Harmony in the department.” | believe that such harmony has emerged as
a result of mutual trust and respect between my staff and myself.

Well, it really has been a great honor to speak to you, and | hope this
gathering will help maintain our harmony into the future. Thank you.

Introduction of a Foreign Teacher

Ladies and gentlemen,

It’ s my special pleasure to welcome our new teacher, Mr. James, who
has come here from America.

Mr. James is 24 years old, and has recently graduated from
Northwestern University at Chicago where he majored in English Literature.
He is also qualified in Teaching English as a Second Language.

One of the goals of our school, in addition to teaching English, is to promote
understanding and cooperation between the young people of our two countries.
By having dedicated people like Mr. James who are willing to leave their friends
and the comfort of their own country to come to a strange and unknown country,
we feel we are very lucky and that our goals will be all the more easily realized.

»




Unit 1 Introduction Speeches

Mr. James, the other faculty members and the rest of the staff of the
school join with me in extending to you our sincerest welcome. We are
indeed happy to have you here, and we wish you all the best during the
time you are with us. Thank you for joining us.

2. | Useful expressions

/( 1) It’ s been a pleasure to talk to you. )

(2) My name is Bob Young, and | am the sales manager for an
automobile company. ‘

(3) | am Sally Wang and | am employed by an insurance company in
Taiwan.

(4) Hello, I’ m very glad to meet you all. | am Angela Gilberto, and I’ m
from the USA.

(5) It’s a pleasure to meet you. | look forward to working with you all.

(6) Hello, it’s really great to get to know each other.

(7 ) He has accomplished a great deal over the past twenty years.

(8) He is not only an efficient professor, but also a loving husband and
a caring father of three children.

(9) Itis my honor to introduce our new staff member, Ms. White.

(10) Allow me to introduce our new colleague, Mr. Samuel Black.

(11) May | introduce our new receptionist, Mrs. Brown?

(12) Well, finally, it’s my turn to speak.

3. _Practice

1 ) Discussion within groups:
What is an introduction speech? What does an introduction speech
generally contain?

2 ) Speech making:
Suppose you have just arrived in London to study. Make a self-
introduction to your teachers and classmates.

)
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» Guide to Public Speaking ™

1. | Tips for public speaking

Studying the Topic and Narrowing the Topic

@® With a given topic, you should study the topic, clarify what kind of
speech you are going to deliver and decide the general purpose of your
speech. According to their general purposes, speeches usually fall into four
categories: to inform, to.persuade, to entertain and to stimulate. So setting
an objective to discover what point you want to make is the first step in
preparing your speech.

@ |If you are assigned a general topic, such as “marriage”, you need
to decide exactly what you are going to say on the subject. In other words,
what is your specific topic? The process through which you develop
a specific topic is known as narrowing. A topic is narrowed to fit time
requirements, as well as the requirements of your objective and audience.
Sometimes a subject must go through several stages of limiting before it is
narrow enough. A topic such as marriage is obviously too broad to cover in
a 3-minute speech. What you need to do, then, is to narrow the topic.

2. | Practice

1) Narrow the following topics from general topics to specific ones.
Example: Marriage Responsibility in Marriage
Sports
Music
Holidays
Hobbies
Art
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