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Foreword

New century comes. In a time when we are welcoming a new era while saying good-bye to
the past, it is our responsibility to summarize how the Chinese traditional painting have evolved
in the past century. The past century is one hundred painful years in which we Chinese people
have yelled, fought, and won a beautiful future. The 20th century is a century in which Chinese
Communist Party has led Chinese People going from half feudalism and half colonialism to
socialism. Chinese traditional painting, As the great of Chinese culture, has also experienced a
100-year of declining, fumbling forward and breaking through to recover and sublime.

Chinese traditional painting has evolved from classic style to a modern style apparently
mingling the spirit of modern time and Chinese culture. This evolution has come together with
the evolution and reform of Chinese society, and the evolution will never end. Old but filled
with new energy of vitality, in the direction of “for the pe(;ple, for the society” and under the
policy of “encouraging diversity”, Chinese traditional painting experienced the growth with
the fastest speed ever in the history of China.

The accelerating economy globalization, progressing science technology, and faster and
faster information disseminating in the coming century would bring more chances and challenges
to our Chinese art and culture. We believe, the coming new era would be an era of culture. We
believe, the coming new era would be an era of culture diversity and balance. Chinese culture
and art would definitely hold their shares and contribute a lot to the world. We have spent more
than a year to organize this “Exhibition of Chinese traditional painting of the past 100 years”
and publish this painting collection. We hope, by the aid of this exhibition, we can systematically
summarize what Chinese Traditional Painting has been through all these years, help people to
remember the history of this period, and remember harbingers and the coevals of our painters.
There 1s and old saying “You can not understand the future until you have reviewed the past ”.
We also need to base on what we already have, and challenge the future on this basis. We must
never cut the connections with the outside world, and we also must never underestimate of
belittle ourselves. We believe, confident Chinese traditional painters will build a brilliant future

of art.
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