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Preface

‘The third China's fertility survey was organized by the State Family Planning Comnmis-
sion in 1902, with the process of the state’s reform and opening to world, the rapid develop-
ment of the socialist market economy ., the acceleration of urbanization, and the improvement
of the mode of production and the way of life. Because the sample size is 385,000, the survey
is popularly called *survey of 380,000 people” instead of its initial name "the first survey of
family planning management information system”.

The survey has provided the new scientific and accurate population data on nuptiallity,
fertility, contraception, hirth control, migration and socio — economic background, etc. ,
which is valuable for making a thorough study of the population situation of the state and its
30 provinces and formulating the ninth five — year population plan and program till 2010. We
have invited many specialists and scholars to research inta the survey data, and now compile
their achievements into this collection of papers.

There are three parts in this volume. Part one is about China’s fertility level in recent
years ;part twa, {actors in fluencing the lertility level; and the last part. some comments on
the sample survey.

Three issues are mainly discussed here. (17how about the fertility level, indeed? (2)
which factors bring about the change in lertility? and (3)what is characteristic in the sample
design and technigue of the survey?

The women’s fertility level has declined by a large margin with the total fertility rate
form 5. 80in 1970 to 2, 17 in 1990 since 1970, because of the development of socio—economy
and the implementation of the {amily planning policy. But how about the level of fertility af-
ter 159907 From different points of view and by use of all kinds of methods of study, many de-
mographers come 1o the common conclusion that the fertility has been showing a tendency to
go down,although the extent of decline in fertility level is in somewhat dispute. Some points
of view concerning fertility level are gathered in the first part of this volume. The second
part of this book embraces academic theses pratically analyzing factors which have remark-
able influence on fertility, including change in first marriage, pattern of contraception and
birth control,and the social —economic conditions. It shows that the fertility has declined as
a result of the comprehensive effect of contributing factors such as the development of socio
--economy ,and improvement of family planning undertakings. To assess the 1992 fertility
sample survey, the third part of this volume includes some viewpoints about sample design
and technique of the survey and the data check.

We hope this volume is helpful to grasp accurately the state of population, provide sci-

entific basis for family planning decision—making, and supply some valuable information. In



short of time and experience, this collection of papers may be somewhat inadequate to reflect

all kinds of viewponts, Readers are welcome to offer criticisms, comments and suggestions,

Jiang Zhenghua, on March 20, 1995
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