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What Do Children Owe Their Parents
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Pre-reading Activities

A. Listening and speaking

Listen to the recording. Then answer the following questions.

1) This passage is mainly about the generation gap between young people and their elders.

2) One important cause of the generation gap is the opportunity that young people have to choose their
own life-styles. Another cause is that parents often expect their children to do better than they did. In
addition ,the speed at which charpes take place in modern society is also one of the causes.

3) In more traditional societies, when children grow up, they are expected to live in the same area
as their parents, to marry people that their parents know and approve of and often to continue
the family occupation.

4) The best way to narrow the gap is that parents and children should be mutually respected.

Listening Script

A few years ago it was fashionable to speak of a generation gap, a division between young
people and their elders. Parents complained that their children did not show them proper respect
and obedience, while children complained that their parents did not understand them at all.

One important cause of the generation gap is the opportunity that young people have to choose
their own life-styles. In more traditional societies, when children grow up, they are expected to live
in the same area as their parents, to marry people that their parents know and approve of and often
to continue the family occupation. In our society, young people often travel great distances for their
education, move out of the family home at an early age, and choose occupations different from
those of their parents.

In our modern society, parents often expect their children to do better than they did; to find
better jobs, to make more money, and to do all the things that they were unable to do. But often
they discover that they have very little in common with each other. . -

Finally, the speed at which changes take place in our society is another cause of the gap
between generations. In a traditional culture, elderly people are:valued for their wisdom , but in our

—1 =



society the knowledge of a lifetime may become obsolete overnight.

The best way to narrow the gap is that parents and children should be mutually respected.

Blessed with life given by parents, no children can shy away from the debt they owe father and
mother. This passage is well focused on the topic of what children really owe their parents, in an
attempt to supply inclusive answers.

The question is a complicated one, because there are various circumstances to be considered
when children range from six years of age to sixty-six. The author simplifies it by categorizing them
into different groups. She first starts with teenagers on how they should reciprocate their parents.
Then she elaborates that teens and college students owe their parents in terms of time and attention.
When it comes to working children living at home, she holds that financial compensation is indeed
in need. Finally, to the author, things change considerably when sons and daughters marry.

Although the passage only centers on what children owe, it gives both children and parents
some hints as to the thorny problems in their relationships. Children at different age should learn
what they are supposed to give back. And parents need to have a clear idea of what they should
expect from their children.

In studying this text, students should be guided to pay attention to the style of exposition.
Distinct from argumentation, narration and description, an exposition aims to notify readers some
knowledge about a particular topic. Besides, to drive the main idea home, this passage follows very
clear logic with specific categorization. Mary examples are listed to make the writing vivid.

A careful reading provides us a clear understanding of its organization and development.

1) Brief introduction to the topic of what children owe their parents. (para. 1)
2) Well organized body that deepens the topic with clear elaboration on different groups of
children. (paras. 2 -12)

3) Inspiring conclusion that leaves readers with some wisdom. ( para. 13)

1. Are we still supposed to ‘ honor’ them ? (para. 2)

be supposed to:

1) used to say what someone should or should not do, especially because of rules or what
someone in authority has said :
% We’re supposed to check out of the hotel by 11 o’clock.
% I'm not supposed to tell anyone.
% What time are you supposed to be there?

2) used to say what was or is expected or intended to happen, especially when it did not happen ;

_ 2 —



% No one was supposed to know about it.
% The new laws are supposed to prevent crime.
3) used to say that something is believed to be true by many people, although it might not be
true or you might disagree:
% The castle is supposed to be haunted.

& Mrs. Carver is supposed to have a lot of money.

. Consideration is a word that needs no definition, but loyalty as it relates to the family is
sometimes vague. (para. 3)
Needless to say, we should pay attention to the needs, wishes, and feelings of our tamily, but

when it comes to support and duty to wards it, it seems that we are unable to explain it clearly.

. The child who speaks ill of his parents and runs them down to outsiders says more about
himself than he says about them. (para.3)
The child who says something unpleasant about his parents or criticizes them severely to
outsiders judges himself rather than his parents.
speak well/highly/ill of somebody: say good or bad things about someone
% Her co-workers spoke highly of her.
% It’s wrong to speak ill of the dead.
run down:
1) run somebody/something: to drive into a person or animal and kill or injure them
% Their daughter was run down by a car.
2) run somebody/something down informal to criticize someone or something in a way that is
unfair .
% There’re a lot of good things about homeopathic treatment. 1’ m certainly not running it down.
3) if a clock, machine, battery etc. runs down, it has no more power ang stops working
4) to make a company, organization etc. gradually reduce in size, especially in order to close it
in the future, or to gradually reduce in size
run something down
% Many smaller local hospitals are being run down.
% The business had been running down for a long time.
5) if a supply of something runs down, or if you run it down, there gradually becomes less of it:
% Crude oil reserves are running down.
run something down
U Electricity generating companies are running down stocks and cutting purchases.
6) run down something . to read a list of people or things
% Let me just run down the list of people who’ve been invited.
7) run somebody/something down: to find someone or something after Seafching for a long time.
— 3



% 1 finally ran him down at his new office in Glendale.

. Respect is difficult to bestow when it hasn’t been earned. (para. 4)

It is difficult to show a person respect when he/she hasn’t earned it.

. Granted, this is a great deal to ask of a teenager, but if you can do it, it will help you
grow as a person. (para. 4)
granted: used when you admit that something is true
% Granted, the music is not perfect, but the flaws are outweighed by the sheer joy of the

piece.

. They’re insecure and shaky—struggling with unresolved problems stemming from their
childhood. (para. 4)
They lack security and have no one to rely on. They are working hard to deal with the unsolved
problems arising from their childhood.
stem from something . to develop as a result of something else

% His headaches stemmed from vision problems.

. They are out there every day, on the front lines, battling inflation, obesity, chronic
fatigue , obsolescence, and crabgrass. ( para. 4)
That “they are out there every day” indicates that these ordinary people are dedicated and
persvering. Life for them is like a battlefield, where their enemies including inflation, obesity,

chronic fatigue, obsolescence and even crabgrass are waiting for them to conquer.

. Here are the fundamentals. (para. 5)
the fundamentals ( of something) : the most important ideas, rules etc. that something is
based on

% an introduction to the fundamentals of design and print production

. I never fail to point out, however, that when parents are critical of a teenager’s friends,
they usually have a good reason, bad company can be bad news, but in the final
analysis , the choice of friends should be up to the individual. (para. 6)
never fail to do something: to do something or happen so regularly that people expect it
% My grandson never fails to phone me on my birthday.

in the final/last analysis: used when giving the most basic or important facts about a situation
% In the final analysis, profit is the motive.
% In the final analysis, Stalin was just as much a dictator as Hitler.

be up to somebody .
— 4 —



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

1) used to say that someone can decide about something
% You can pay weekly or monthly—it’s up to you.
2) used to say that someone is responsible for a particular duty

% It’'s up to the travel companies to warn customers of any possible dangers.

... but in the final analysis, the choice of friends should be up to the individual. (para. 6)

Ultimately, individuals have the right to choose friends of their own.

The days of “hired help” are, for the most part, gone. (para. 7)
for the most part: used to say that something is generally true but not completely true
% For the most part, people seemed pretty friendly.

% The Romans, for the most part, contributed little to the science of astronomy.

It makes for independence and self-reliance. (para. 7 )
make for something .
1) to go in the direction of a particular place
& I think it’s time we made for home.
2) [ not in progressive | to cause a particular result or situation

% Both teams are on good form, which should make for a great game.

What do teenagers and college students owe their parents in terms of time and
attention? (para. 8)
in terms of something: if you explain or describe something in terms of a particular fact or
event, you are explaining or describing it only in relation to that fact or event

% Femininity is still defined in terms of beauty.

Y The success of a program in education is generally measured in terms of goals accomplished.

& I’s a mistake to think of Florida only in terms of its tourist attractions.

Yes, they do, if the parents want them home and are footing the bills for education and

transportation. (para. 8)

foot the bill: pay for something, especially something expensive that you do not want to pay for
% He ordered drinks and then left me to foot the bill !

She chose business school over college. .. (para. 9)

In American English, the word college often refers to liberal arts colleges that provide
education primarily at the undergraduate level. It can also refer to schools which offer a
vocational , business, engineering, or technical curriculum. The term can either refer to both a
self-contained institution that has no graduate studies or to the undergraduate school of a full
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16.

17.

18.

19.

university (i.e., that also has a graduate school ). In popular American usage, the word “ college”
is the generic term for any post-secondary undergraduate education. Americans go to “college”
after high school, regardless of whether the specific institution is formally a college or a
university, and the word and its derivatives are the standard terms used to describe the
institutions and experiences associated with American post-secondary undergraduate education.
Colleges vary in terms of size, degree, and length of stay. Two-year colleges offer the
Associate of Arts (A.A.) and four-year colleges offer the Bachelor of Arts (B.A.) or Bachelor
of Sciences (B.S.) degree.

We are pleased that Terry still lives with us and doesn’t want an apartment of her own,
but I feel we are being taken advantage of. (para. 9)
I am being / you are being etc. + adjective / noun
We can use this structure to talk about actions and behavior, but not usually to talk about
feelings. Compare:

% You’re being stupid. ( = You’re doing stupid things. )

% I was being very careful. ( = I was doing something carefully. )

% Who’s being a silly baby, then?

% I'm happy just now. (NOT I'm being happy just now. )

% I was very depressed when you phoned. (NOT I was being very depressed. .. )
Note the difference between He’s being sick ( He’s vomiting) and He’s sick ( = He’s ill).

Our home is paid for and Terry knows we are not hard up for money,... (para. 9)
hard up
1) if you are hard up, you do not have much money:
% I'm a bit hard up at the moment.
2) not having something that you want or need:
hard up for
% The media are obviously hard up for stories.

Share this letter with your husband ; and I hope together you will muster up the courage
to talk to Terry promptly. (para. 9)
muster up something: to get enough courage, confidence, support etc. to do something,
especially with difficulty
muster (up)the courage/confidence/energy etc. to do something

% Finally I mustered up the courage to ask her out.

% Senator Newbolt has been trying to muster support for his proposals.

She keeps reminding me that I’m not getting younger and she would give anything to
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