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Established in 1209
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T Moming, Kerry! You have shadows under your eyes. It seems that you didn’t sleep well
last night. What’s the matter?

K: Oh, I did have a sleepless night after having watched a piece of news about the
University of Cambridge. It sent shivers down my spine.

T: Now you have really hooked my curiosity. As far as I know, the University of Cambridge
is consistently ranked in the world’s top five universities and the leading university in
Europe by numerous media and academic rankings. How can it terrify® you?

K: Yes, you are quite right. Thisis a university with over 800 years history, thus, it provides

a platform for those myths and legends.

800 years? Are you sure? That’s quite a long time!

Of course. The year of 2009 marked its 800th anniversary.

So what myth or legend have you heard about?

xX o X =

On the evening news last night, the ghost in the university has become the talk of the
town....

T You are kidding, aren’t you? There is no such a thing existing in the world.

@ temify v. EHEAZH, WEXA




No, I'm serious. In the video shot by a tourist at the campus, we can see a blurred®
white shadow go through the wall and enter the castle of a college.

A ghost? Even though the university manages to maintain its medieval® appearance
since its foundation, with those lawn, rivers, castles, it cannot be a place of ghost.
Students of this university believe that’s Crowell®’s spirit. People had the head of
this beheaded® revolutionist buried somewhere at the campus. As the alumni, he may
sometimes feel like returning to his old dormitory. .

This story completely makes no sense. It must be made up to boom the local tourism.
Don’t be mocked.

All right. Maybe I shouldn’t trouble trouble until trouble troubles me. By the way, do
you know the relationship between Oxford and Cambridge?

A little. I find some materials online that tell me they are both friends and rivals.

Oh, in my eyes, they have much cultural and practical association as a historic part
of British society. You see, both of them are ranked the top five universities in the
world; they both locate in the British Island, and
Cambridge is founded by scholars leaving Oxford
after a dispute with the townsfolk® there.
However, on the other hand, they are in a long

competition since then.

Please elaborate this part, OK? 1'd like more
examples.

There’re plenty cases which can justify my point. For instance, during every Easter
holiday, these two universities would begin the Boat Race, and this tradition has been
maintained since the 19th century!

Boat Race? Why?

Because they cannot tell which one is better academically, and sports is one of the most
reasonable ways to pick out a winner.

Oh, 1 remember that the Boat Race is a rowing race in England between the Oxford
University Boat Club and the Cambridge University Boat Club. The first race was in

®@® @O

blurred adj. ¥R iE K

medieval adj. FHZIH

Crowell RACE/R, EEBUAK. FEEX. HHHM. 17T HEXER~NEEFGD, BN EFHE
BEANREAY. BLIRGES.

behead v. 378, Kk

townsfolk 7. BN, TR
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1829 and it has been held annually since 1856, each spring on the Thames in London
with the exception of the two world wars.

This event is very popular. About a quarter of a million people watch the race live from
the banks of the river, around seven to nine million people on TV in the UK.,
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K: “RIMEHEER" ? At ARLERXTHHYE?

T. ANEMNSEREWAIREFRKLENEE, MABZEHNRSEBSESE
HEERENRES 2 —,
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T XTHBERIREL, BHEE, XOB B AAERBLDIZMHUELRE, &
700 75 E) 900 75 A @id EBAUE .

It sent shivers down my spine. A “4 ABBHER”.

» The story was so terrible that it sent shivers down my spine.

KHFARTH, ERALFTRA,

talk of the town B4 “HHRHFBI. FLERHIEE. AAOFHRE".

3 The modern sculpture outside the new library is the talk of the town.
T B E AR L IARBE AR T AR B ey AL,

Never trouble trouble until trouble troubles you. X2 EiEiE, BN “AEHIFHWM”,
a] L AR Don’t meet trouble halfway.

» You will pass the exam and don’t meet trouble halfway.
thed L #iKey, ~2hFRE,

numerous B9 “¥MEHALZH, HEAN”, ZFE S numerable #HX 5, 5 EB AT,
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» The Earth is only one of the numerous planets in the universe.

WHARFHFFRE ZRFH—A,

» He explained that this is because China faces both numerable favorable conditions
and restrictive factors during this period.

kY RBRX—HAYAZFRLEFEAAEMPH DB FEHGBE,

Established in 1209

The University of Cambridge (informally Cambridge University, or simply Cambridge)
is the second oldest university in England. The university was formed, early records suggest,
in 1209 by scholars leaving Oxford after a dispute@ with the townsfolks there. The two “an-
cient universities” have many common features and are often jointly referred to as Ox-
bridge®. In addition to cultural and practical associations as a historic part of British society,
the two universities also have a long history of rivalry® with each other.

Academically®, Cambridge is consistently ranked in the world’s top five universi-
ties and the leading university in Europe by
numerous media and academic rankings. The
University’s alumni® include 85 Nobel Laure-
ates as of 2009.The University is 2 member of
the Russell Group® of research-led British
universities. The history of the University of
Cambridge could trace its origin to a crime

commiitted in 1209. Although not always a reli-

able source, the detail given in contemporane-

@ dispute n. #it, Fm

@ Oxbridge n. K ¥ 5 REN AR

@ rivalry n. TR R, WEXREFE

@ academically adv. ARM, ¥REWME

® alumnin. K

The Russell Group B R A2, KE—LRXEBEE, BOLT 1994 F, #1119 FEEHARAK
MR, BHRARENEEERE, RRFERENRFRE.




ous® writings lends them credence.

Two Oxford scholars were convicted of the murder or manslaughter® of a woman and
were hanged by the town authorities with the assent of King John. In protest at the hanging,
the University of Oxford went into voluntary suspension®, and scholars migrated® to a
number of other locations, including the pre-existing school at Cambridge (Cambridge had
been recorded as a “school” rather than as a university when John Grim held the office of
Master there in 1201). These exiled Oxford scholars (post-graduate researchers by present
day terminology®) started Cambridge’s life as a university in 1209.

Cambridge is a collegiat® university, meaning that it is made up of self-governing and
independent colleges, each with its own property and income. Most colleges bring together
academics and students from a broad range of disciplines.

Sustaining a world-class university demands investment in new facilities, new areas of
study, and most importantly, in people; continued fundraising® efforts and innovative part-
nerships will be vital. The University celebrated its 800th anniversary in 2009, marking the

legacy of, eight centuries and determined to remain among the world’s greatest universities.
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contemporaneous adj. [RIE#AE, FRFACK
manslaughter n. i3 A

suspension n. H{&¥, £k

migrate v. BfE, BR
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collegiate adj. B
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Anna is reading a book, and Zac walks towards her.
Z:Z2a

What are you reading?

Oh, a book about the history of Cambridge. I’m reading the part named “Town and
Gown”.

What does this phrase mean?

“Town” and “gown” are referring to the two
distinet® communities of a university town:
“town” being the non-academic population
and “gown” metonymically® being the
university community.

I see. Just like some ancient seats of learning
such as Oxford, Cambridge and St. Andrews.

You’re right. Sometimes, the term is also used

to describe modern university towns.

Perhaps this term came into being when the oldest universities in the world began to
form. I guess it was in the Middle Ages®?

Yes. During that time, students admitted to the European universities often held minor

®

distinct adj. HZEN, BRE, $H1H

metonymically adv. ¥5ufjH
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