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Preface

Elementary Speaking has been compiled for non-native Chinese students who know nothing
about Chinese language and culture. It can be used for classroom teaching and also self-study. By
using this book, one can master a vocabulary of about 700 frequently-used Chinese words, basic
grammar structure of Chinese sentences, and day-to-day dialogues with others.

This series is comprised of two volumes. Each lesson includes text, new words, grammar points,
supplementary dialogue, supplemental words and general exercises. In some parts there are also
cultural explanations. Each lesson takes about four hours. Based on four hours study per week, this
series can be used for a full academic year.

The goal of this series is to provide students with the ability to communicate using oral Chinese.
Therefore, based on functional communication, more than 40 day-to-day communication points are
used as the outline to write the text. The lessons typically include two parts. The first is made up of 2
to four dialogues about one or two communication points. The second is an article either related to the
communication points or describing elements of Chinese culture. All the dialogs presented in this
series are derived from the most elementary materials selected from everyday language (some source
material has been slightly adjusted according to the students’ needs).

Most of the vocabulary in this book is selected from Level 1 listed in the Outline of the Graded
Vocabulary for HSK, a standardized test for Chinese language. They are organized in new words,
proper nouns and supplemental words. Some in the supplemental words will reappear in new words.

The grammar points in this book offer some brief explanations regarding basic Chinese syntax
and everyday vocabulary.

The supplementary dialogues are intended to strengthen and extend the function of the lesson,
helping users to master the words and increase their vocabulary. Users in the classroom environment
should consider this as supplementary material for self study, leaving more time during class to focus
on the principal portions of the lessons.

This series includes many different exercises in effective forms and diversified styles covering
phonetics, vocabulary, syntax, expression in paragraphs and etc.

Brief explanations regarding Chinese culture in the texts are also provided.

For the careless mistakes and deficiencies, we welcome the reader’s precious advice.

Compiler

July, 2008
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(In the subway station, Jeff meets Zhang Ming and Wang Qiang.)

Jigfa:
et

Jeft:

Zhang Ming:

(7 S

Zhang Ming:

Jiefu:
PO

Jeff:

Zhang Ming:

3

Zhang Ming:

Jiefu:

xR

4
/ Lesson 1 Let me introduce

W6 Idi  jieshao yixiar
KA F L

Let me introduce

Jiefi  yuddao Zhang Ming hé Wdng Qidng.)

WHofr EOBE, )

(Kanjian Zhang Ming hé Wang Qiang) Hail  Zhang Ming!
(F WL % W f £ &) il 3k #H)

(Sees Zhang Ming and Wang Qiang) Hi! Zhang Ming!

Zhén méi xiangdao, Jiéfa, zdi zheli yudao ni!

A &K A 3, XA X, £ X Z & 3 R

Jeff, T haven’t thought to meet you here.

Kanjion nimen wo yé hén gaoxing!

AL AR AT &KL R FH %)

I am also very happy to see you.

WO 1ai jieshao yixiar zhe wei shi wo de haopéngyou Wang-
HREARNMB - T, X £ RAKXGF N A X
Qiang, zhe wei shi wo de Meéigud tongxué  Jiéfq, ta Han-
B, X {2 & &K ¥ £ B R ¥ A K, £ X
yu shuo de ké hdo le.

w AT F T,

Let me introduce, this is my good friend Wang Qiang, this is my American

classmate Jeff, he speaks very good Chinese.

Ni hdo, wo jido Jiefa. Heén

o4, & ™ & R 1R

Nar a, hai cha de yudn ne!

7R OL R, & £ F & R



NiBEPINiE (1)

Jeft:

Wang Qiang:

&
Wang Qiang:

Jiefu:

Az R

Jeff:

Wang Qiang:

k3 iR .

Wang Qiang:

/hang Ming:
KA.

Zhang Ming:

gdoxxrg renshi  ni!

%) X 1A IR 4]\ !

No, I still have a long way to go! Hello, I’m Jeff. Nice to meet you.
Nihdo, renshi  ni wd y& hén gdaoxing!

5, A R AR &R R K

Hello, nice to meet you too.

Women hdoxiang zai  nali janguo ... 0, ni v(, SM XiQo
A B oE R AL e ®, R 2 R

langiudui de ba?
> S N B ¢
It seems that we have seen each other somewhere... Oh, are you also a member of

the school basketball team?

Dui ya, wo shi jinnian jiaru  de, WOomen yinggai shi zai lan-
F, KR E S F N, R R E AR
giuchdang jionguo mian le!

# 3 Wit @ T

Yes, I joined the team this year, and perhaps we have met at the basketball court!

Nimen zdOo réenshi a4, zheén tai gido le!
N FABT, B X3 7!

You knew each other before, what a coincidence!




Lesson 1 Let me introduce B lapd]

(Zhongw, zai xiaoyudn i Jiéfl xiang yige tongxué wenlu)
(b F,oEREE, A KkE — AN FEFF B

(At noon, Jeff asks the way from a schoolmate on campus.)

Jiefa: Tongxué, ging wen dao xuéxido youju  zénme zOou?

A XK. R F, HFAHFRWEE LA

Jeff: Excuse me, how can I get to the school post office please?

Shanbén: Yizhi wangqién z6u, guod le tushagudn xiang zud gudi, jiu ke-
AR ¥ — A W A, & T HHIKE & £ H, RKT

yi kanjian youju le.

V/{é‘j’u‘blzgj—fo

Yamamoto: Go straight, and turn left after the library, then you can see the post office.
Jiéfu: Xiexie  nil

e k. # s AR

Jeff: Thank you!

Shanbén: Bu keéqi, wod zhénghdo qu zhdo yi ge péngyou, luguo nar,

L A RAEA K E XK — A M A % AL
ni gén wod vyiql zdu bal
R K — R A T
Yamamoto: Not at all, | am going to meet a friend, and 1’1l pass there, you can go with me!
Jiéfa: Na tai hdo le!
AR A K HF T
Ni. y& -shi [lig-
% L 2 9

xuéesheng ba?

. W
Jeff: That’s great! Are you

an overseas student too?

Shanbén: Dui o,  wd shi
* )24

b A o, & &
Ribénren, bu-

B A A, K




Y amamoto:

Jiefa:

I

Jeff:

Shanbén:

A

Y amamoto:

Jiefu:

& R

Jeff:

Shanbén:
W A

Yamamoto:

Wo jido
#x ™
hu‘i shuo jic‘ Indan
2 38 %
de Hanytu vyue

) L 35 AR

guo zai Zhongguo yijing san nidndud le.
$ A PERHELZ =% %7,

Yes, I’m Japanese, but I have been in China for more than three years.

Ni de Hanyu shuo de zhen lidli, wo hdi  yiweé ni shi
e 8 L E B R R A, R E XA KR
Zhongguorén ne!

s AR

Your Chinese is so fluent, I mistook you as a Chinese.

Mdama-haha ba. W6 jido Shanbén, ni shi n& gud rén? Jido
5L Lo R e, KWL A, kR E A? W
shénme mingzi?

t 4 & 57

Just so-so. I’'m Yamamoto. What’s your nationality? And what’s your name?

WO shi cong Méigud 1ai de, jido Jiéfd, néng rénshi  ni tai gdo-
AAEMNEZ B KR H 9 AKX RIAR KRS
xing le!

>x T

I come from America, and I’ m Jeff, very nice to meet you!

W6 yé shi.
& o,

Me too.

jiefa, shi Méiguodrén, W& lai Zhonggud ban nidndud le, yijing
AR, AREBA ZARTFTBFEHF 57,8 4
de Hanyd, hai rénshi le héndud Zhonggud péngyou. Xiwang Wo
X E, BRAR T RS FE M A F PR
lai yue hdo, péngyou yé yue lai yue duod.

kMK, A A & B Ok A

I"’m Jeff, American, and I have been in China for more than half a year. I can already speak

simple Chinese and know many Chinese friends. I hope my Chinese will get better and better, and 1’11

have more and more friends.




Let me introduce

New words




I Language points

EZENME-TIL

Let me introduce

KA “EZMC--- B ERE, B,

& means “to be ready to do sth.” For example:

ok Ok ok — T L 4 A,
Please read the new words.
“— L "EShiA e #an R TR R A D8Ry, Filan.

— T JU is used behind the verb to indicate something that is short-lived, easy or little in

amount. For example:

MR T R OUE B S AT RE— F L,
Please come to the office after class.
INGS) . ER“—TIL"ER AT
Exercise: Please use “— T JL” to complete the sentences
1L AREANF( VXRGAE FRFIES( ),
2. A, REEA( )ReGREI Do
B: HRATA,

WS T/EREMEERT
Speak very well / have a long way to go/speak so fluent
5 LR B AR ANE | I SR B OB o BN B NS

The complement of degree is usually used after #F to explain the degree that an action

reaches or give a judgement or assessment about something.

AR

The commonly-used sentence pattern:

1. hAJE ARl S+ R EAME  #dn.

verb/adjective + 15 + complement of degree. For example:
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AKX W R FE R/ E N
Jeff writes very good Chinese characters.

2. Zhial+ i+ shial+ A5+ B EAME . filan .

verb + object + verb + 4 + complement of degree. For example:

W O£ B R BB R EF R A,
Yumi speaks very fluent Chinese.
3. el ShiA L AR R+ A+ RRBEAME N,

Negative form: verb/adjective + £+ + A + complement of degree. For example:

AR Hm ok B R E 2 H9

Do you swim well?

B. & # 1§ R ¥,
No.
INERZ]
Exercise:
1. HIWrIE R
True or false
D Hudr kAT F 45, ( )
@) EAFTILIFRE %, ( )
@) HBHELBHRTAAET, ( )
2. A EAME SERLR)F

Use the complement of degree to complete the sentences

D 5 i

Q) %R FR A

® "5 RAF
D WL E SRR

No, I still have a long way to go
<l J LR A5 F At 158 <O L B MR LR L | FHEE 8 i) F B FROR e e — Al
R, Biln,

R L | sometimes FF Z or R 2 AL 2, is used in the sentence of answer to indicate




negation. It’s a polite expression. For example:

A: R BE T
Sorry to bother you!

B. "k JL fTY X & m & 8,
Not at all, this is what I should do.

AT RN X BRI OO — A AT BB AR TR <R, A SRl A R
B oA ROUR KL, B,
Adverb, indicates a kind of estimate of a certain situation, and it’s equivalent to X4 and

f24-F. And it can also be used as a verb to indicate “similar to”. For example:

1A 2 K 7 e "9

Do you know him?

B: 4 % & H 2 3% F L i,

It seems | have met him somewhere.

A R B BB T @,

It is likely to rain tomorrow.

B:AF & M1 %% & £ A~ B 7T,

Then we won’t go to the park.

M E § K B B O&E A B L H A

He dressed like a person of the last century.

But then
FoRFEITE N L HRIERER, ZH T E, i,

Conjunction word, indicating transition, the tone is lighter than 1252, and it is often used

in spoken language. For example:




Lesson 1 Let me introduce :

A R, R AT RADHMEZEFT,

I have seen him before, but I forget his name.

RN
Just so-so
il A AR X TR — AR, HRRETE T

It is an adjective, meaning average, not too bad. Here it is used as a modest expression. Y9

J%. is pronounced as the first tone in spoken language.

More and more
TR R R RE A I [R] T A JR AR AL, N
Indicates the degree of a thing develops and changes along with the time. For example:

ue de

R R R

The Chinese characters we learn are getting more and more difficult.

2. 3 R #F #H F £ A RXA 3,
The students that learning Chinese are getting more and more.
HEE

Please pay attention

SR A S A TR R R N RE R AR BERR LA AR o AREAERAE
HIE, BIIABEDRL

A & has the meaning of deep degree, and we can’t use the adverb of degree such as 1K,
+ 4 or 3EF, ete. to modify it. For example: (We can’t say)

(R ) # % 8 R E A R A R R A,
INGRTS] . FIBFIEIR,

Exercise: True or False.

1. RAAMEMMAET ( )
2. R RAIEFTHRAT ( )




(ZhangMing hé

i I Supplemental dialogues

Jiéfi  guankan yingxin - wanhut)

(% W A A KA EF W HF B D)

(Zhang Ming and Jeff watch the party for welcoming the new students.)

Zhang Ming:

L

Zhang Ming:

Jiéfu:
FOSE

Jeff:

Zhang Ming:

7 )i

Zhang Ming:
Jieft:

A K

Jeff:

Zhang Ming:

&k M.

Zhang Ming:

Jiéfa, ni rénshi gangcdi changgé de nushéng ma?
A K, KA R R A B K XA B
Jeff, do you know the girl that sang just now?

Zhdng de ting piaoliang de, hdoxiangzdai  ndli  jianguo.
¥ #/rEZ2E 6N FHRENEZIRLL
She is beautiful, and it seems that I have seen her somewhere.

WO y& juéde hén mianshu, jiu shi wangle jido shénme mingzi le!
LR BFRBHR FASTMH L2 LF T
She looks also familiar to me, but I forget what her name is.

Ta hdoxiang shi sanban de bdnzhdng, Wang Fang hai  jieshao
o B2 =% 8 B K E F & N A
women huxiang renshi  le  nel

KM Z AN R T R

She looks like the monitor of Class Three, Wang Fang has even introduced us to

know each other.

W06 yé xidng qilai  le.
KA AL KR T,
Bu zhiddo ta ydu mei-
R 4 i W A X
you nanpéngyou?

A B W OA?

I remember that. I wonder

whether she has a boyfriend

or not.




