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Preface

Yunnan province is located in southwestern China between 97° 31'39"~106° 11'47" E and 21° 08'30"~29° 15'8" N. It is an inland province at a low latitude and high elevation. The
province borders Tibet and Sichuan in the north, Guizhou and Guangxi in the east, Vietnam and Laos in the south and Myanmar in the west. Its total area is about 390,000 km?, and it
is the eighth largest province in the country in area.

Yunnan is one of the original homes of our forefathers. It is famous throughout the world as the kingdom of animals, plants and non-ferrous metals. In this beautiful and varied land,
you can enjoy countless wonders of nature, rich biodiversity and many historic sites, all of which make you feel as if you were in a huge, living, natural history museum. The land is so
entrancing that millions of people who love nature have been attracted to this wonderland.

Yunnan is the sanctuary for many ancient plant species due to its unique geographical location, complicated landform and varied climates. In phytogeography, Yunnan joins together
the areas of East Asian Flora and Himalayan Flora. Therefore, it is an area of rich biodiversity. In Yunnan alone there are 15,000 species, of 2076 genera and 274 families, which
accounts for 56% of China's total Spermatophyte. This area is also the original growing area for many important plants and it is believed to be one of the most important areas for
conservation of the world's biodiversity. That is why the province is named the "Kingdom of Plants", "Medicine Treasury", "Homeland of the Spiceberry", and "The Bamboo Center".

Trees have the major share of all green plants on the earth. They provide the biggest production base, they preside over the regulation of the world's ecosystem, and are the key to
sustainable development, and the chief controller of nature. Only by protecting the forests, can human beings survive on the earth. It is the forests that nurture civilization and social
progress. Nowadays, more and more people are realizing the vital importance of protecting our forests and using their resources wisely.

In order to help people appreciate and understand Yunnan, we have published this album series, "Yunnan Natural Museum ", hoping that more and more people will learn to love

- nature and care for the environment. While producing this album series, our aim was to make the books scientific, informative, interesting and beautiful to look at.



002

IAVERURAN ] 1S e S T2 LA P e, L TALds 1
HH LRI ) 45 BN B 8 RURIRA I o A3 L, B ] 5 350 R R 1 S A o
PRI EAR, ST WL BI 53 A1) L2 A VAT 55 L IH AR R0k A I 1)
BRI WEAT 3 LU TRAR B AR RIREI 5 2 Rl 0 K L1 A P o 24 A
xh [,.Jn,rz#zm ﬂ'*iﬁu‘ DA TMERLA 5 A Z ORI R, T L, AN AS Tl

B A7 1L 25K, anilal MRk, (EANRINAR Y, AT AT )
.

10



Diverse Botanical Communities

Plants are a key section of biodiversity. They grow on the earth's surface. Vegetation is composed of numerous plants. The huge diversity of plant life
and vegetation in Yunnan results from its unique geographical location and varied climates in the province. In the different climatic conditions, the
vegetation is completely different.

It is only about 1000 km from the tropical rain forest of Xishuangbanna to the alpine meadows in Digin. However, on the way from the rain forests to
the alpine meadows, you will cross tropical, temperate and cold zones and see all the vegetation types in China, experience all the four seasons in one
journey, and even see vertical vegetation belts. In Yunnan, you can see tropical rain forests, monsoon forests, subtropical evergreen broadleaved
forests, broadleaved deciduous forests, warm conifer forests, alpine conifer forests, sclerophyllous evergreen broadleaved forests, conifer and broadleaved
mixed forests, alpine shrubs, alpine meadows and alpine debris plants. Each of these branches of vegetation has its own unique appearance and
structure. In different seasons, the same vegetation will take on a different look.

When Xishuangbanna's spring arrives with blooming flowers, Digin is still in the depths of winter with heavy snow. This whole land is so full of variety
that exploring it gives a never-ending source of joy and excitement.
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002  Populus bonatii Forest

003 004 Tropical rain forest

This type of forest is usually found in the valleys in tropical areas lower than 800 m asl. Here
there are countless different plant species but no dominant species. About 70-80 percent of
living things can be found in tropical forest areas. The tropical families, such as
Dipterocarpaceae, Tetramelaceae, Myristicaceae, etc., are usually found in this forest.
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Tropical rain forest in the valleys
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008 Pometia tomentosa-Termanilia myriocarpa
Community
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