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(DERSTANDING AND LEARNING

Section A

Learning a Foreign Language

Background Information

1. New Horizon College English (NHCE)

New Horizon College English is the very first of its kind for College English Teaching and Learn-
ing throughout China, combining its high-quality learning materials with a website launched in
2001. The Web-based English language learning system is supported by theoretical structures in
linguistics and applied linguistics. The “supporting structures” include sound theoretical arguments
addressing the inherent nature of computerized instruction against traditional “platform instruc-
tion” and print. Teachers and students have hailed NHCE for its learning interactivity, learning
autonomy, adaptability to individual learning styles, self-judgment, combination of communica-
tions elements, authentic language materials, various modes of use, and 24-hour accessibility and
instant response. Millions of students have used NHCE for online reading and writing and discussion
through the forum, vocabulary and grammar exercises, listening comprehension and pronunciation
checks, sources for background information, and online assessment. NHCE has been tailored to
serve several teaching methodologies including directed study or instructor-led study, asynchronous
study and synchronous or live and real-time learning as well. Visit http://www.nhce.edu.cn for more
information about NHCE.

2. Online learning

Online learning, a form of distance education, refers to learning and other supportive resources that
are available through the Internet. In an online lesson, students work with a computer program to
select the materials they should be studying. The materials can be presented as text, graphics, ani-
mated graphics, audio, video, or a combination of these that are displayed in Web browsers or other
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multimedia players such as Windows Media Player. Visit http://www. ion.uillinois.edu/resources/
tutorials/overview/index.asp for additional information. The website can answer questions you may
have about key elements of an online program, strengths and weaknesses of online learning, tips
for success, and much more.

¢ Cultural Notes

The education systems seem similar for different countries, but we use different terms to describe
them. A junior middle school refers to a school in the US for children who are twelve to fifteen years
old while in Britain a junior school refers to a school for children aged seven to eleven years. In
China, a junior middle school refers to a stage of education after primary or elementary school, and
a senior middle school refers to a stage of education after junior middle school and before college or
university. More information about the US education system is available in the following paragraphs.

Most Americans attend twelve years of primary and secondary school. With a secondary school
(“high school”) diploma or certificate, a student can enter college, university, vocational (job training)
school and other professional schools.

Primary and secondary school: Begins around age six for US children. They attend five or six
years of primary school. Next they go to secondary school, which consists of either a two-, three-
year program or a four-year program. This is called “middle school” or “‘junior high school” and
“senior high school” (often just called “high school”).

Higher education: After finishing high school (twelfth grade), US students may go on to college or
university. College or university study is known as “higher education”.

Study at a college or university leading to the Bachelor’s Degree is known as undergraduate
education. Study beyond the Bachelor’s Degree is known as graduate, or postgraduate education.
M.D. and Ph.D. are both doctorate degrees, awarded to doctors of medicine (medical doctors) and
doctors of philosophy (academics of all other fields) respectively.

Detailed Study of the Text

1. Learning a foreign language was one of the most difficult yet most rewarding experi-
ences of my life. (Para. 1)

Meaning: Learning a foreign language was one of the most difficult things I've ever done,

but it provided more benefits than any other experience I have had.

s reward: vt. give something in return for good and valuable doings
The father rewarded the little boy for cleaning his room. /NEB %K HITAT EEnEE AR
220 o
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Finally, his hard work was rewarded. %%, % 53] T EIR.,

n. [C, U] something as a return for good and valuable doings

The bank developed a new system of rewards to encourage the clerks to work harder. £247#E
FB ) 22l i B SR R 5 SE N SE ) A

This game had its excitement, challenges, and rewards. JX/M#X% SRR R Dk AR BUBURR

% rewarding: a. satisfying and worthwhile (giving you satisfaction, pleasure, or profit)
She found the experience very rewarding. it & FiX |~ 2 (5 i 3% 7 BE &
Teaching is a rewarding career. # 2 2—EA = LHER,

% experience: n.
1) [C] something that happens to you or something you do, especially when this has an effect on
what you feel or think

He wrote a book documenting his prison experiences. {5 T —4<4, iCFMEIEMRZLT .
The experiences of college will give you memories for the rest of your life. X==2 [J K455
BT AAMEERIE.

2) [U] knowledge, feeling, or skill in a particular job or activity

He is a good choice to be president of our new company because he is rich in managerial
experience. 12 tHERMTH AT LBHFAE, BHOERERER,

I should not be in any danger here, but experience has taught me caution. N IZ B AR,
LA FRNZEE.

2. Although at times, learning a language was frustrating, it was well worth the effort. (Para. 1)

Meaning: Although sometimes learning a language made me feel annoyed and upset, it was

rewarding enough to spend time and effort on it. J

* frustrate: vz.
1) cause someone to have feelings of disappointment
She was frustrated by her failure in the college entrance exam. Tt PR = 3 2 A i AR TE R
The frequent traffic delays frustrated the young man, and he decided to do something about it.
ARANE 12 AR B I A2 1 3 2 IR T IR R i, AR R S R B X AT O
2) cause the failure of something
His attitude frustrated our plan. /7 EBIR T HATHITHRI
Thick fog frustrated their attempt to land on the tiny island. FEMFEMATE /NSRRI,

% frustrating: a. making someone feel annoyed, upset, or impatient
It’s frustrating when you’re in a hurry and the traffic isn’t moving. 24 {/RiEEE 18] T A |
SHEMETE, REERE+rEE,
Many of the things that my father finds frustrating are exactly what my mother finds most

rewarding. % X EHES NHEHE, B8 2 EFRICHEBMBHE.
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% be worth sth./doing sth.: be rewarding enough for the time, effort, money, etc.
The beautiful town and lovely beaches were well worth the 45-minute drive from our cottage.
IIRATHG/INE B 25 T 6/ MEATE A B0, BARTEAS SRR, BAXRRIAT.
He’s decided to have a look at the house for it is well worth buying. fhpE EFH—FIEGFE
T, ENEEEE TR,

3. My experience with learning a foreign language began in junior middle school, when I
took my first English class. (Para. 2)

Meaning: I started to learn English in junior middle school; it was at that time that I took my
first English class.

¥ junior: a. having a low position, level, or rank

She started as a junior reporter on a local newspaper. fil 52— SR T 3R AL RIS T iR
FEEH .
His job is to give instructions to people junior to him. MR ER S R e SRR Z THI A

4. Because of this positive method, I eagerly answered all the questions I could, never worry-
ing much about making mistakes. (Para. 2)

Eeaning: Because of the helpful and encouraging way (my teacher taught), I was very williﬂ
to

answer all the questions I could, and I hardly worried about making mistakes.

% positive: a.
1) helpful and encouraging in achieving something
If you want to improve your situation you must adopt a positive attitude. TR AR MEERE
B, AL AURBEBR IS .
The teacher’s support made me feel better, more positive. 2 AR O BT,
HEAFELT .
2) definite; allowing no room for doubt
We are still not positive as to how he died, but when we know more we will tell you. f15¥FE 1N
ﬁ%%,ﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁ,@#ET%@E%%R,ﬁm%éﬁﬁ%%O
He must be positive before making a decision about whether these workers should be fired. 72

FRRERXE T A, ke AR %A IR .

5. T was at the top of my class for two years. (Para. 2)

Meaning: My scores (grades) were among the highest in my class for two years.

6. When I went to senior middle school... (Para. 3)

+¢ senior: a. having a higher position, level, or rank
They have got effective support from the senior management of the college. A48 T K2

R R A O



