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All grownups were children first. (But few of
them remember it.)”
“Grownups never understand anything by
C
themselves, and it is exhausting for children to

providc (’Xplﬂm?tians over and over aga/’n, -

From The Little Prince
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This is my secret diary. Not the one that says
“Girl Scout Diary”. | leave that around just to
fool grown-ups. This is the real truth. This is
where | will write everything | don’t want to

forget, starting tomorrow!
C C
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Preface

Dear Reader, you are about to read a young girl’s adventures
growing up in the United States. She comes from a small town of
perhaps 20,000 people. In the story her father considers a job in a
somewhat bigger place, actually a small city of about 60,000 people.
I thought I would tell you a little bit about what these places are
typically like.

Usually children start going to nursery school at around three or
four years of age. Most are private. That means the parents pay a:fee.

Some meet in churches, some have their own buildings. In these
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schools children learn to play together, sing, do art and learn reading
readiness skills. At five, public school is available. It is free.
Children will usually enter a school that goes from kindergarten to
sixth grade, or a school that goes from kindergarten to eighth grade.
The schools are run by paid educators. However, each town or city
has an elected Board of Education that oversees what happens in the
schools and has to listen to the public’s wishes. For example, the
school system may want to build a new school but the citizens can
vote that down and it won’t be built.

In towns or cities where the youngsters go to a K-6 school, then
they move on to a Junior High or Middle School for grades seven
through nine. Then they will go to a high school for grades ten
through twelve. Those children who stay in the elementary school
until eighth grade then move right into high school which for them
will be ninth grade through twelfth. Some small cities may have a
community college that provides
two years of almost free education
past high school.

Of course, most towns and

cities do offer some private

schools for tuition. Often, they are



sponsored by a religious group.

Small towns and cities have some two and three family homes,
some apartment buildings which have many families in one building,
and many single-family homes. Single-family homes come in all sizes,
from trailers to mansions. Because there is so much choice, it is not
unusual to live in a single-family home, even if the parents are not
highly paid. Homes usually have yards and people make an effort to
keep the lawns mowed and everything looking nice.

What is in these towns and small cities? Of course the school
system, and the local government, including an administrator to run
the city facilities, such as the water supply, roads, etc. There will be
an assortment of churches, perhaps some synagogues and mosques.
There will be a shopping area, either downtown or in a mall. The
town or city will probably have some public parks, maybe a lake.
- There will be at least one hospital, a library, sometimes a small court
of law, a police department, and a fire department. Sometimes the fire
department is made up of volunteers.

Who will live there? We have people from all over the world
who have settled here. In both the town and city mentioned in this
book, you could expect to find people of many backgrounds,

including those who came from Europe, Africa, South America, the
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Middle East, China, Japan, etc. These people would have different
religions and customs but would all speak English, at least when out
of the home.

I hope this background is helpful to you and will help you see

more clearly the girl in your mind’s eye as you read.
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1 hate coarrying my
7\ briefcose home  {rom  schocl
=y everyday. It is <o heavy
: l & and it hurts my ack. 1 have
(] to Keep changing sides. First
1 carry it in my rigtt hand,
and  then in My  left.
Sometimes 1 just <stop and
put it down and rest awtile.

1 have so many big ooks that 1 have to Yoring home. ThS is
the first »ear that we have a Social Studies ook, a Science
ook, a Reading ook, a Speling Yook and a Music ook. The
music ook 1 can leave in school because we don’t have homewor
in singing. \We just sing on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays.

1 love singing. It is one of the times when Miss Shannon smiles
a lot. She has this little pitch pipe that she hits with a metal
stick, and then we warm up our singing voices by humming to the
pitch the pitch pipe makes. Then we Start singing. My favorite
song i "She Wil Be Coming -Around The Mountain When She
Comes”. Miss Shannon said it is an od cowboy song from when
the settlers first moved out west.

There are apbout (00 songs N our music ook, so we al get
turns picking favorites.

Tomorrow iS our Afirst science test. My Mom said that i 1
bring her My fist of words she wil test me now. 1 am so tired.
This »ear we get to study the Earth and next year the
planets. Oh no, 1 forgot my list of words in school. 1'l cal
Angela. She wil have them. By-el

-
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1 am in love. 1 thought 1 would fal in love when 1 was much
oder, mayoe (G or (6. Not todoy .

I wos oitting in closs, reading a social studies chapter,
trying to answer an awful guestion at the end of the chapter,
“Which state hos the most coal mines?” when the door opened and
a new Kid walked in.

There he was! 1 knew 1 fiked him as soon as 1 saw him, He was
wearing a cute plaid shirt and he had brown hoir and brown eyes.

My heart Aelt fike it turned over in my body. My pulse
Started to race. 1 couldn’'t concentrate. 1 felt excited, like I
suddenly hod a Dig secret.

1 wanted him to <it near me so badly 1 could have died. TBut
he sat in the row in front of me, a little to the rignt. Not too
bad. Now 1 can look at him al day. My est friend, Angela, sits
beside him, to his rignt. 1 hope she doesn’t fal in love with him
too. He's mine] His name is Paul.

How wil T ever e aple to think apout schoolwork again with
al these funny feelings in my bely and my heart beating so fast
1 can’t breathe?

1 con't wait to go to school tomorrow. And that's the
truth.
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1 got (00 on my speling
test todoy.: i Solidid Pauli -1
could see his paper. Angelo got
to mark hs ‘couse they Sit
Next to each other. Timmy
marks mine and 1 mark Timmy ‘s
after the teacher puts the
words on the voard. Timmy
aways gets 7 wrong. He
doesn’'t seem to care. 1 care.
1 want to get al of them right.

Tvery Thursdoy hnignt my
Mom and 1 have a special time
togettier. 1 bring her my words
and she tests me. If 1 get one
wrong or no wrong ot al, then
we'  have  coffee ice-cream
together in the kitchen. 1£ 1 get
more than one wrong 1 have to
g0 Study again and come back

to get retested. The best part
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