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PREFACE

Chung Hwa Book Company was founded in 1912, the same year when the Republic of
China was born, and has grown to be a major publisher known internationally. Over 20,000
titles have been published by us in the past six decades. These publications have served to
promote scholarly studies and cultural communications, as well as to foster community
education, Our contributions in these areas are recognized at home and abroad.

In 1949, we moved to Taiwan with the Government of the Republic of China. The past
29 years had found us in busy endeavors, both in selective, and sometimes revised, re-issue
of our own valuable reference books originally published in Shanghai, and in publication of
new books to meet the needs of society. An outstanding milestone of this period was the
publishing of the Chung Hwa Encyclopaedia of Knowledge in three large volumes in 1976,
The Encyclopaedia has been well received both in Taiwan and overseas, and has won the
Golden T’ing Award --- a coveted prize given to fine publications by the Government In-
formation Office.

We had in recent years received requests from diverse walks of life that there was mount-
ing need for a good, comprehensive, and up-to-date biographical dictionary in the Republic
of China. The available ones in the market were either too old, too incomplete in coverage,
too inaccurate, or published too hastily. As a result, they could hardly satisfy the reading
public. We therefore started planning two years ago for this work, and made substantial
allocation of our resources for the implementation of this project. Our goal is to present to
the world an adequate, well edited set of contemporary who’s who in and affiliated with
the Republic of China. On the one hand, this work may provide appropriate exposure for
and give due credit to men and women who have significantly contributed to the socio-
economic-political development of our nation in the past twenty odd years. On the other
hand, it enables the reading public, both at home and abroad, to have a more profound and
intimate understanding of the efforts in our national reconstruction. The significance of
this undertaking, indeed, is far-reaching.

To compile this monumental work, eleven well-known scholars and experts were invited
to form a Board of Editors. Beginning with christening this work with a title, the Board
had worked diligently for the past year and half on the criteria for selecting entries, collect-
ing and reviewing biographical data on notable persons in the Republic of China, and, using
internationally prevailing methods of editing, had compiled the several groups of entries
with a unified format. To make sure that this work will be a truly useful tool to the reader,
the Board not only made a tremendous effort to verify the authenticity of data used, but
also took good care on the readability of the entries.

We are deeply indebted to many leaders of our society for the accurate and detailed in-



formation they freely made available to us. Altogether biographical materials and photo-
graphs of some 3,700 notable persons in or affiliated with the Republic of China were
collected. After careful screening, verification and editing, this mass of materials emerged
as a monumental work of over 2,000 pages in three volumes. As this is believed to be a
work of historical importance, we have spared no cost in using the best available paper,
printing and binding. We are proud to present this work, as it bears mute evidence to the
world that the publishing industry in the Republic of China has finally come of age.
Looking back to our hard working days, | am especially gratified that this was done when
we had no valid precedent in our publishing history to guide us. We of course realize that
no work can be perfect, and will be grateful if our readers would take the trouble to point
out to us any defects there are in these volumes. Such criticism is necessary if our future
wortk is to be improved.

Finally, I wish to thank the numerous leaders in our society for their generous assistance
and cooperation, my fellow editors for their ingenious and painstaking planning, and my
colleagues and staff for their diligence and enthusiaism.

D. S. Hsiung
Editor-in-Chief
November 1978
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