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PREFACE

Chinese people have been interested in antiques and always make great efforts in
collecting them. Generally speaking, the collectors were emperors and their Kkinsmen,
feudal officials and squires in the countryside while the articles sought by them were
instruments of national importance, temple goods and rare treasures. However, the
trend has changed since Tang and Song dynasties. Collectors paid much attention to
antiques and scholars’ articles, calligraphy and paintings of renowned figures and
some souvenirs. Why do people collect these articles? For instance, the nine—legged
vessel cast by Yu and the imperial seals can serve as the symbol of power and social
status; Rare treasures such as the Jade of Chu state can stand for the wealth of rulers
and feudal nobles. Qin state proposed to give oﬁt 15 cities in exchange for the jade
after it was sent to Zhao state. Some articles can also be simply regarded as the
objects for appreciation and are collected for individual hobby. In the words of Dong
QiChang, the collection of antiques can do good to one’ s health and help cultivate
the heart. ;

Private collection is rather difficult as it not only requires good financial capacity
but also tests one’ s insight. In order to appreciate antiques with friends, ancients
always had to make a series of preparations. They would choose a fine day and a
quiet and clean room. Then they cleaned the floor, lighted the incense and brewed
tea. As Dong Qichang said, this hobby could make one feel peaceful and comfortable.
Some collectors in the feudal society like Zhang Yingwen in the JiaQing and WanLi
periods even stipulated that appreciation of antiques be prohibited under oil lamps,on
rainy days and after drinks. What’ s more, according to the rule, some people
considered inferior in their mind like women were not allowed to participant in this
activity. Yet, there are still something in their rule that are worth our attention.

We cannot help extending our heartfelt respects to Mr. Sha ZhiMing who, as a
common man, has kept on collecting purple clay wares for dozens of years, though he
suffered much from this career. Up to now he has collected over 1,000 pieces and is
ready to show them to other collectors at any time. He printed a delicate catalogue of
his wares in TaiWan last year so as to enable everybody to share his treasures. I got
an opportunity the other day to take a glimpse of his superb collection of purple clay

wares. As I entered the room, I felt as if I had entered a palace of treasures. Though




it is just a small room, it is filled with wonderful pottery works and various kinds of
books. He presented me with China’ s Purple Clay Wares published in TaiBei, on
which [ found an article about Mr. Sha and his collection written by Wan YinXian,
the craft master. Here I will talk about my own view.

First, the characteristic of his collection. Most of the objects he has collected are
teapots but he also has some other wares in collection such as various kinds of jars,
vases, flower pots, cups, plates, bowls, dishes, stationery, bird cages, pipes and
naturalistic fruits.

Though he pays much attention to the works of high artistic taste, such as those
made by famous potters and carved or painted with beautiful calligraphy, poetry and
pictures, full of cultural atmosphere, he also collects the articles used by common
people. In my view, all the artistic works should originate from real life . There will
be no pieces of high taste without the nourishment of folk culture.

Some scholars had strong personality and did not take interest in following
fashions. Let’ s take Zhao HuanGuang as an example. He was a great scholar and
famous engraver from TaiCang, SuZhou in the NongQing and WanLi periods. He
asked potters to make teapots for him, but if he found any piece in imitation of that
of Shi DaBing, he always had it destroyed and re—produced one.

Second, we should not demand perfection. Mr.Sha has devoted all to his career
and has collected as many objects as possible. In his collection there are works by Shi
DaBin of Ming dynasty, Chen MingYuan, Chen Hong Shou, Yang PanLian and etc.
of ng dynasty and those masters of the Republic of China such as Pei SheMing,
Chen ShouZhen, Feng DaShen and etc. It” s our fault if we go so far as to blame
him for not having the works of somebody.

I’ m an ill-informed person and the only exhibition I have attended is the one
in display of works of Luo Guixiang. This will be the second time for me to broaden
my horizon. Among the collection of Mr. Sha, the ones I like best are the teapots
with painted designs.

According to the catalogue of his collection in China’ s Purple Clay Wares, they
are Teapot in the shape of a plum trunk, No. 61 and Teapot in the shape of a
pumpkin. Softly painted, they look pretty and elegant. Blue-glazed teapot for
warming wine, No.4, is full of national characteristic. The leaping and running beasts

are painted in deep and light blue among the cloud pattern on the surfaces of the



teapot and its inner container. Teapot with overhead handle glazed in blue made by
Shao Jingnan, No. 35, is similar to the one mentioned before. It is painted with the
picture of a phoenix playing with peonies. On Teapot with the egg—shaped base, No.
54 and Teapot with the knob in the shape of a lion with a ball, No. 56 are
butterflies with flowers painted in white, red, blue and yellow and table articles
painted in white, yellow, green and blue. The whole surface looks colorful and
brilliant. The most extraordinary one is the Covered jar by Wang NanLin. On the
body and the lid are butterflies flying among Chinese flowering crabapple of spring,
lotus of summer and yellow chrysanthemum and osmanthus of autumn painted in rich
color. Wang NanLin was an‘ outstanding figure in the YongZhen and QianLong
periods who excelled in making teapots in glaze. He engaged in making pottery for
the court in cooperation with Yang YouLan, Shao YuTing and etc. As regards Square
teapots like No.11,No.22, No.62, No.64,0verhead teapots like No. 18 and No.45, Lidded
jar, No. 134 and Jar No. 136 made by Wang Youlan, all are rare treasures. The
small pot in color enamels,No.17,with a height of 6.5cm and the small pot, No.63,
with a height of 8.1cm were the oil pots of rich families. As they are close to the life
of common people, they seem more pleasing. However, as the whole body is glazed
and the glaze has the unfavorable influence on the good air permeability of purple
clay wares, this decoration method gradually lost its ground.

The verses on the purple clay wares also deserve study. For instance, the Square
teapot with figures by Hua FengXiang, No.64, is carved with the verses telling the
story of the Jade of Zhao state. Hua Fengxiang was active in the KangXi period.
Another Square teapot made by him and preserved in ZhangHong Museum is titled as
“magic piece”

Many popular novels since Qing dynasty mentioned the phenomenon of the
spreading of YiXing pottery among the masses. ManSheng teapot is mentioned in the
15th chapter of Heroes and Heroines by WenKang. MenSheng teapots, unlike Shi
DaBing teapots, were once produced in large quantities. Many potters had the seal
“Amantuoshi” in that period.

Mr. Sha lives in LaiFeng street of southern city. The street lies between the inner
Qin Huai river and the outer Qing Huai river, close to the city wall of the western
city. On April 8 ( lunar calendar), I paid a visit to Mr. Sha together with Mr. Guo

Qun. When we sat surrounded by the padauk furniture, tasting the green tea of




superior quality and appreciating the pottery vessels, collected through painstalcing
efforts. I couldn’ t help recalling the words written by Wu JingZi about the
impression of tourists about the inner Qin Huan river.

After the middle of the fourth month in the lunar calendar every year, the Qin
Huai river becomes more beautiful. Those boats from other tributaries of Yangtse
River set up the mat sheds and paddle into Qin Huai river. In the middle of the
cabin stands a small gilded table, on which are Yi Xing pottery. In the cup is the
superb tea. Those in the pleasure—boats enjoy the wine and fine food in the river.
Even the passers-by order some tea and take their time to enjoy the poetiz ccenery.

In the period of the late Ming dynasty and the early Qing dynasty, boits could
run through the whole Qin Huai river. As described by Wu JingZhi in his book,
tourists could travel from WenDe bridge to Dong ShuiGuang by boat, from LiShe
bridge to Bei Meng bridge and from Xi Shui Guan to Jin Xiang He.

But I was not in a boat then and it is not in April in the lunar calendai. I
thought much of the past of this river.

As said by Si MaQian, people are easy to forget those who are rich or powerful.
Instead, they incline to bear in mind those who are extremely talented and those
extraordinary men. Mr. Sha, a common man, has lived a life full of legendary color.
He has contributed much to the society with his collection, which makes him
extraordinary though ordinary in nature. It is for such a man that I am pleased to

write this preface.

Liang Baiquan
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