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Preface

In the study of Chinese jades, the so-called "jades in traditional
collections" refer to those that were not recovered through archaeology
but collected and handed down from past generations. Made of an
extremely durable and precious material, jades were often collected,
used or modified in later times. Jades of the Hongshan and Liangzhu
prehistoric cultures, for example, were found in the tomb of Fu Hao
of the Shang dynasty, and many modified Eastern Zhou jades were
found in the tombs of Han dynasty princes. However, these are rare
rather than common cases. Because the official rules and general
practice regarding the use of jades varied from dynasty to dynasty and
the styles and associations of jade types also changed in the course of
time, many jades from earlier periods were not used in the same way
in later times.

Starting from the Song dynasty, jades in traditional collections
began to be recognized. This largely resulted from the emergence
of the antique business and jade collecting. During the Song
dynasty, many scholar officials became interested in the study of
antiquities, which led to antique collecting among themselves and the
general public. Jades from ancient times were one category of the
collectible antiques. With the rise of antiquarianism, scholar officials
enthusiastically sought and studied bronzes, stone inscriptions, jades
and other artifacts of the Shang, Zhou and Han dynasties (the so-
called "Three Dynasties" in antique business). They cataloged and
published their findings. Their most well-known works were Jinshi
Lu 4 £ 5% (Notes on Bronzes and Stone Inscriptions) and Jinshi Xue
471" (Epigraphy) by Zhao Mingcheng (1081-1129), Ji Gu Lu Bl
5% (Collection of Ancient Inscriptions) by Ouyang Xiu (1004-1072),
Chongxiu Xuanhe Bogu Tu T E Mg E (Revised Ilustrated
Catalogue of Antiques Collected in the Xuanhe Era) by Wang Fu
(1079-1126), and Li Shi st #% (Annotations of Han Clerical Writings)
and Li Xu 54% (Addendum to Annotations of Han Clerical Writings)
by Hong Kuo (1117-1184), Kaogu Tu #5 & (An Illustrated
Catalogue of Antiques) by Li Dalin (1044-1091) and Lidai Zhong
Ding Yiqi Kuanzhi Fatie A4 i 8 2R E MG (Inscriptions on
Bells and Ritual Vessels of Ancient Dynasties) by Xue Shanggong
(active 1144), the last two including jades of the Han dynasty and
being the earliest records of jades in traditional collections. Antiques
had by this time become common commodities, which could be
sold and traded. Many jades handed down from earlier times flowed
into private collections through antique dealerships. During the
Northern Song dynasty, the antique business boomed in the capital
city Bianliang (present-day Kaifeng, Henan). However, the antiques
shops were more like general stores that carried a wide variety of
goods in addition to antiques. For example, the Pan's Wine Shop on
the northern side of Eastern Street in Bianliang "opened at dawn and
sold clothes, calligraphy and paintings, antiques, rhinoceros horns and
jade carvings (see Dongjing Menghua Lu 7558458 [The Eastern
Capital: Dream of Past Splendors] by Meng Yuanlao, active 1147)."
During the Southern Song dynasty, Qibao She L4k (Store of Seven
Treasures), a dealership specializing in jades, opened in the capital
city Lin'an (present-day Hangzhou, Zhejiang) and sold belts with jade
plaques, jade bowls, vases and rings, and also glassworks, crystals and
gems (see Xihu Laoren Fansheng LuPb i N 5% [The Records
of Prosperity of Lin'an by Xihu Laoren]). There were also antique

dealerships Qibao Kaogu She L% il (Store of Seven-Treasure
and Antiquities, see Shehui 44> [Societies and Associations] in
Ducheng Jisheng #F3R41VE [Records of the Spectacles in the Capital]
by Naideweng) and “antique trade” (see Chapter 13 of Meng
Liang Lu 2¥35% [Records of Dreams of Grandeur] by Wu Zimu)
that specialized in antiques and exotic goods. During this time, the
custom of submitting archaic jades as tributes or giving them as gifts
began. For example, Zhang Jun, a Southern Song official, submitted
a set of antiques to Emperor Gaozong, among which were 42 new
and old jades. This suggests that there was a considerable quantity
of archaic jades in private collections. During the Yuan dynasty, Zhu
Derun (1294-1365) compiled Guyu Tu T EE (Ilustrated Catalogue
of Ancient Jades) which was the first illustrated catalogue of jades
in traditional collections. Although it included only 41 pieces, Guyu
Tu symbolized the beginning of collections exclusively composed of
archaic jades. The enthusiasm in archaic jades collecting had arrived at
an unprecedented height by the Qing dynasty, with Emperor Qianlong
being the most passionate fan. Under the emperor's influence, archaic
jades became the most important category of antiques and most
sought-after items of government officials and wealthy merchants from
the middle of the Qing dynasty through the Republic era (Minguo).
At the end of the Qing dynasty, Wu Dacheng (1835-1902) examined
in detail more than 220 ancient jades that he had collected during his
lifetime and published them in his Guyu Tukao i E &% (Illustrated
Catalogue and Study of Ancient Jades). His work was a classic in jade
study and his collection the most prestigious private one of the time.
While archaic jades were not reproducible and therefore in limited
supply, the number of their collectors and fans constantly grew. Along
with the rush for archaic jades, imitations of archaic jades began to be
made to meet the demand. Imitations of archaic jades were after the
shapes and decorations of ancient jades and bronzes. They were mostly
made to fool collectors in order to gain high profit, as was pointed out
by Gao Lian (1573-1620) of the Ming dynasty in the Chapter Lun Gu
Yuqi &7 E#F (On Archaic Jades) -- Treatise Yanxian Qingshang 7
PRI (On Pure Enjoyment of Cultured Pastime) -- Zun Sheng Ba
Jian R4 /\4% (Eight Treatises on the Nurturing of Life), and by Chen
Xing of the Qing dynasty in his Yu Ji E40 (Notes on Jade, completed
in 1839) and by Zhao Ruzhen of the Republic Era in his Guwan
Zhinan 77 5i35® (Antique Guide, published in 1942). However,
imitations of archaic jades made by the imperial workshops were for
the interest of the imperial family members rather than for profit. They
demonstrate superb workmanship and reflect the antiquarian interest
of the time. In his later years, Emperor Qianlong, being an ardent
fan, not only extensively searched for archaic jades but also ordered
imitations to be made. In the old collection of the Qing court, many
imitations were placed together with genuine archaic jades in the same
cases, revealing Emperor Qianlong's antiquarian interest. Imitations
of archaic jades first appeared in the Song dynasty. They arrived at a
florescence in the Ming and Qing dynasties, when their production,
marketing, collecting and authentication were all at an unprecedented
height. There were two types of imitations of archaic jades in the Qing.
One type was made to meet the taste of contemporary collectors;
while these imitations followed the designs and decorations of the
archaic jades, they also demonstrate the aesthetic values of their own



time, making it easy to distinguish them from the originals.The other
type of imitations were not only close copies of archaic jades, both in
their designs and decorations, but also treated by special techniques
to simulate the originals in colors and surface effect, making them
especially difficult to authenticate. Many samples of the second type
are now among the jades in traditional collections and still regarded as
genuine pieces from the Three Dynasties. This is an interesting aspect
about jades in traditional collections.

From the Tang to the Song dynasty, people's views of wealth, life
and death, as well as their lifestyles significantly changed. Many
practical jade utensils and ornaments such as censers, vases, cases
and landscape scenes were no longer buried with the dead as tomb
offerings but handed down as heirlooms or family properties. During
the Qianlong reign, the Qing court gained direct control of the Hotan
region and organized large-scale quarries of local jade mines. Large
amounts of high-quality jade were shipped to cities on the eastern
coast, providing abundant raw material for the imperial workshops.
Meanwhile, the jade carving in the Yangtze River Delta, represented
by the shops in Suzhou and Yangzhou, arrived at a peak of their
development. The extensive variety of works made in these cities
ranged from enormous boulders of landscape weighing hundreds or
thousands of kilograms to small pendants and ornaments. Among
the thousands of jades made by the imperial workshops, the finest
were almost all made in the Qianlong reign. Beginning from the
Daoguang reign (1821-1850), Hotan jade material became available
for commoners. This immediately started a rush for jade among the
general public. The enthusiasm for jade during the late Qing dynasty
was described by Zhao Ruzhen in his Guwan Zhinan -- "Generally,
no one among the middle and upper classes in Beijing would not wear
jades around his waist or jingle around; when staying at home, jade
is the pastime; when traveling, jade is the symbol of wealth; when
friends meet, they are bound to show and boast about the jades they
collected; at times of gatherings and conversations, jades are bound
to be the central topic. A house without jades is not for the social
elite and clothes without jade ornament are incomplete. Without jade
adornment, one feels unsuitable to meet friends; without knowledge
about jades, one cannot join in the conversation at gatherings. Jades
are so important that people all strive to acquire them." This vivid
description helps illustrate the enormous amount of the jades in private
collections. It also demonstrates that jades made in the middle and
late Qing dynasty constitute the majority of the jades in traditional
collections.

Jades in traditional collections consist of largely three categories,
which are the “high archaic jades” represented by jades of the
prehistoric and Shang, Zhou and Han dynasties, imitations of archaic
jades that began from the Song dynasty and the various jades made
by imperial and private workshops during the Ming and Qing
dynasties. Their quantities are in accordance with their dates, the
later the date, the larger the quantity. The development of Chinese
jades can be divided into two stages, the first ranging from prehistoric
to the Han dynasty and the second from the Sui-Tang to the Ming-
Qing dynasties. Jades of the first stage are characterized by their ritual
usage, mysterious symbolism and fantastic designs and decorations.
Jades of the second stage are more associated with the life and taste
of the populace, which is also the salient feature of jades in traditional
collections.

Since the founding of the People's Republic, most of the jades in
traditional collections have entered the collections of the state funded
museums and institutions. Their concentration in public institutions
has been particularly beneficial to the study of jades in traditional
collections. Zhongguo Yugi Quanji o [ E 2§44 (Jade Treasures
from China, in six volumes), published in the 1990s, documented

numerous jades of prehistoric and historic periods in museum
collections and laid a solid foundation for the further research on jades
in traditional collections.

The "jades in traditional collections" in this book are defined as
those in the collections of public museums and institutions that are
not recovered through archaeology, without clear provenance or
documentation. They also include jades that were in old collections,
such as those in the Qing imperial collection that have inscribed
imperial reign dates, sequential numbers arranged in accordance with
the Thousand Character Essay (Qian Zi Wen) and inscriptions of
imperial writings. In a broad sense, jades in private collections also
belong to the category of jades in traditional collections. They are not
included in this publication since they have yet to be identified and
studied.

This book is the most comprehensive work of its kind since the
Song dynasty. Its compilation has been an exceptionally large and
complicated project. Through detailed analyses and authentication of
individual samples, this book presents clear developmental sequences
and provides important reference for the study of the history of
Chinese jades as well as “standard samples” for the authentication
of archaic jades for both serious collectors and general fans.

This book consists of eight volumes, arranged in a chronological
order, which include the Prehistoric, Shang and Western Zhou, Spring-
Autumn and Warring States, Qin, Han, Wei, Jin and Southern and
Northern dynasties, Sui, Tang, Song, Liao, Jin and Yuan, Ming and
Qing, and the Republic (Minguo) periods. Jades of the Song through
Qing dynasties (including those of the Republic era) form the bulk of
the book. A total of 2000 or so jades in traditional collections from
museums and institutions in almost all provinces, municipalities
and autonomous regions are documented, about 80% of which are
published for the first time. Each volume has 256 color plates with
bilingual captions of Chinese and English. Adopting the traditional
Chinese definition of jade as “beautiful stones,” this book also
includes carvings made of other hard stones, such as jadeite, agate,
crystal, turquoise, malachite and lardite (known as shoushan in
Chinese) and some glass.

This book provides the most comprehensive and reliable materials
for the study of the jades of the Song, Yuan, Ming and Qing dynasties.
The authors and photographers of this book made tremendous effort
to present the complete information of each single object. They
believe that jades in traditional collections are a union of material,
craftsmanship, artistic sophistication and cultural significance. The
samples were chosen for their superior designs and decorations,
excellent material, refined workmanship, and pronounced character of
period styles, so as to give the reader a clear and full representation of
the decorative styles, techniques, material supply, aesthetic values and
social practice of each historic period.

Jades excavated scientifically and jades in traditional collections
together form the essential material for the study of the history of
Chinese jades. The former are jades recovered through archaeology,
whose dates are largely from the prehistoric to the Tang dynasty. The
majority were published in Zhongguo Chutu Yuqi Quanji i [
- E 3E44E (Complete Collection of Unearthed Jades in China, in
15 volumes). The latter are jades collected by museums and cultural
institutions, whose dates are largely from the Song to the Qing dynasty.
The majority are included in this book. These two sets of books
are aimed to lay a firm foundation for the complete reconstruction
of the history of Chinese jades as well as enrich the knowledge and
understanding of Chinese jade culture for scholars and amateurs alike.

The Editors
January, 2010
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Neolithic Period (ca.6000-1000B.C.)
Xinglongwa Culture (ca.6000-5000B.C.)
Hemudu Culture (ca.5000-5300B.C.)
Yangshao Culture (ca.4800-2700B.C.)
Majiabang-Songze Culture (ca.4300-3200B.C.)
Dawenkou Culture (ca.4300-2500B.C.)
Hongshan Culture (ca.4000-3000B.C.)
Xiaozhushan Culture (ca.4000-3000B.C.)
Daxi Culture (ca.3900-4600B.C.)

Liangzhu Culture (ca.3300-2200 B.C.)
Majiayao Culture (ca.3100-2000B.C.)
Xuejiagang Culture (ca.3000B.C.)
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Shijiahe Culture (ca.2500-2200B.C.)
Shandong Longshan Culture (ca.2500-2000B.C.)
Shanbei Longshan Culture (ca.)

Qijia Culture (ca.2100—1600B.C.)
Qugong Culture (ca.1700-1500B.C.)
Beinan Culture (ca.1400-800B.C.)

Xia Dynasty (ca.2100-1600 B.C.)

Erlitou Culture (ca.1900-1500B.C.)
Xiajiadianxiaceng Culture (ca.2000-1400B.C.)

Shang Dynasty (1600-1100B.C.)

Western Zhou (1100-771B.C)

Eastern Zhou (770-256B.C.)

Spring and Autumn Period (770-476B.C.)
Warring States Period (475-221B.C.)
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Jue Slit Earring
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