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. Anne Hathaway. He spent most of his life in London, acting
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| William Shakespeare was bomn in Stratford-on-Avon

(Warwickshire) in 1564 When he was eighteen, he married

and writing for the theatre. Regarded as the most out-

standing English playwright, he wrote 37 plays which are

still performed today all over the world. ‘.
He died in 1616. |
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A Cruel Law .

There was a law in the city of Athens which gave faﬂgem the power
to choose their daughters’ husbands. If the daughter refu's;: her fa-
ther was obliged to have her put to death. Of course, .nZt fathers
did not like this idea and it was rarely enforcedy,_.’-"""".

An old man called Egeus wanted his daughter, Hermia, to
marry Demeﬁ‘ité "a‘fyhﬁng mar-ffom a noble ?amﬂy

“But T dor't Tove’ Pum’ # otied Hermia, “T dor't wantt to rmrry him, ”

“You wﬂ] do as | teIl you, " shouted her father |

_.v‘.. TLE

“But Father, Demetrlus was in love W1th Helena and she still

T
=

loves him.’

“I dont care' ” answered her father, who was so angry that he

decided to use the law against his daughter. “I will give you four
days to make up_your mind. ”

Hermia ran to meet her lover, Lysander, and tell him what her
father had said.

2

said Lysander. “We shall run aﬁay.

L’ Donit worry, my love,
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immediately. ”

In the woods
.Herm_ia was so excited that she went and told her secret plan to
her fnend Helena. !{elena, ~madly in love with Demetrius and
jealous of his love for Hermia, decided to tell him about the lovers’
plans. Demet;ius was furious.
“I’ﬁa going to the woods, too!” he said.

"

i—Ielena followed him.

They were not the only: people in ‘the woods that evening.

There was also the comipany of artisans who were meeting secretly to

rehearse a play they wére going to present at-the Duke’s wedding:
Quince, the _ga;pgnter, Bottom;;. a weaver, and Snug, Flute:” Snout

and Starveling.

; “So, what is the ‘name of the play"” asked Bottom.

“The Most Lamen_table ;C(:_)meldy: and Most Cruel Death of
Pyramus and Thisby, ” ar;swered Quince, “and yoﬁ: »_EBotiom, will
be Pyramus .

o “What is he" A lover? A tyrant?”

“A lover who kills hlmself for love
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“And so I will make the audience cry. But I would prefer to
play a tyrant. ”

“And you, Flute, will be fhisby, *continued Quince.

. “Who's he? A wandering knight?” . )

“No, he... er, she is the lady that Pyramus must love.”

“A lady!” exclalmed Flute. “But I have a beard! I can't play
a lady! ? e

“I'll play:the lady,” cried Bottom.

“No! No!” said Quince.
I

The Little Beings Who Live in the Woods

Now, while all this was going on, another group of beings was
meeting. These were the little bemgs ca]led fames Oberon was the
kmg and Tltama the queen That mght the kmg and queen were

quarrellmg

“Give me that little boy, ” Oberon was saying. “I want him to

e

be my page.”

“You: will never have him,” answered Titania. ,When his
mother died I took him from his nurse because I wanted to look after
him. I will never give him to you!” |

“We'll go away, then,” said' Oberon, .angrily, “but before

dawn I will torment you for this. ”
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Titania and her fairy ladies-in-waiting flew away. Then Oberon
called his favourite, named Puck, or Robin Goodfellow. He whis-
pered a plan in his ear. -

“Do not worry, my Lord,” ‘said Puck,-'who loved a bit of mis-
chief, “I will find the magic flower that you want.”

The. purple flower  had magic powers. If you put & few drops of
its juice on the eyelids of someone while they were sleeping, then
the first being they saw when they woke up they would fall in love
with — a lion, a bear or even a monkey!

“I do not love you so piea'se :io not follow me.” This was
Demetrius; he had turned and fougd Helena behind him.

“quase let me follow you!” she cried. “Treat me badly! Do
what you like fo-me, i)ut let m‘e stay near you!” c

“I am sick when I look at you. ”

“And I amvswk when I don™t look at you' ”

What are you domg alone at night in these woods’? Now I shall
i;ave you and there are many wild beasts. Aren’t you afraid?”

“When I'm with you there is no night.”

Demetnus hurried away and she tried to follow him but he went

very quickly.
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The Fairies Intervene

U

' Oberon had heard their conversation. He was a fairy and they

could not see him. He felt sorry for Helena and decided to help her.
When Puck returned with the magic flower he gave lum these instruc-
Hon; |
| ‘ “There is a sweet lady from Athens here in the woods tomght
and she is in love with an arrogant youth If you ffnd him sleepmg,
‘drop ‘someof the love-juice in his eyes but only when the young lady
is near him.”
“How can I recognize the young man?” asked Puck.

+#: - “By his Athenian clothes.”

And so Puck ran off, happy to play games with hurtins. Then
‘Oberon went to Titania’s slée'phg place — a bank' where wild ﬂowers
and sweet-smell;%: herbs’ grew! ’I‘itama was giving orders o her fames

V “Some of you must kill the insects inside the roses, some must
fight the ba;s for I need their %in'gs”tb make coats for the elves,
sortie must keep the owl away so it doesn’t wake me. And now, sing
me a lullaby. ” ' - - -

So the fairies' sang and the queen fell asleep The fairies went
@o thelr ]ObS and Oberon very quletly crept up ‘o Titania and

!

dropped the love-juice on her eyelids.
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