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Preface

It was in 1943 that 1 first saw the stamps of Zeppelin airships in USA. Now, more than 60
years have passed. What are the airships like now? This 200 Years of Flight provides a
satisfying answer. It collects various stamps about balloons and airships issued during more
than 100 years all around the world, recording vividly the development of aerostat. The
little stamps can travel ten thousand miles and connect the five continents together, leaving
behind many excellent moments and unforgettable memories for people. This book makes
a perfect combination of humanity and science.

Aerostats, including balloons and airships, are considered internationally as lighter
than air vehicles. They are different from airplanes which are heavier than air. The lift-off
of French manned hot-air balloon in 1783 and the test plane of American Wright brothers in
1903 can both be regarded as epoch-making events of aviation exploration. The whole
development of aerostat provided much precious experience for human race. Now, aerostat
arouses people’s attention again and will definitely shine in the history of aviation with
new vitality.

This thematic stamp collection on aerostat can help people get a thorough understand-
ing of the aviation history and realize the important role science and technology have played
in promoting the development of aviation. Meanwhile, it enlightens people to look to the
future and to push the aerostat forward in order to make more contributions to the society.
For the teenagers, it is a good way to experience the magic of science and technology from
the colorful stamp culture and art. This book can also excite their infinite imagination of the I‘

unknown world and their enthusiasm for pursuing the truth.

"y

Sincerest congratulations to the publication of 200 Years of Flight. With this global
collection of precious stamps, it would serve as a privileged gift to the coming 2010 Shanghai
World Expo.

CHIEN Wei-Zang ',

Former Vice-Chairman of the CPPCC National Committee
Academician of the Chinese Academy of Sciences ' .
President of Shanghai University |- =
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Greetings

I have known the two authors Lixuan Yao and Junwang Cui for more than 20 years. In the 1980s’ the
research on aerostat became prevalent again in the world and research works were carried out continu-
ously in China. We have participated in the relevant demonstration, investigation, research and experi-
ments jointly. At that time, they were not only the organizers and enthusiastic promoters but also the
specialists on the aerostat. We have been sharing common attitudes and interests during this process
and developed a profound friendship.

I have known for years that my two old friends have been collecting thematic stamps on aerostat
and have made extreme efforts. When 1 first saw this thematic collection in Lixuan's apartment, I was
truly deeply amazed by its intact rich precious historical materials, This collection gathers relevant
stamps from more than 160 countries and areas, including many early rare stamps in the world and used
covers of transoceanic, polar, round the world flights and of the First and Second World War. These
stamps include almost all the great events in the development of Aerostat. It is really incredible! 1
admire their unending pursuit and professional spirit when they are asked about every lively story
behind every stamp and the ups and downs during the collecting process. Many years of obsession
brings about this book. Congratulations!

This is a thematic stamp collection on aerostat which shows its development history and evolution
with rich content and exact, lively and interesting descriptions. It presents to the readers knowledge
about the development and future trend of aerostat. It is of great readability, value of appreciation and
value as historical records.

As the first important aircraft in history by which people realized unmanned and manned flight,
aerostat has spent two centuries accompanying the human race which has not only written a glorious
chapter in the development of science and technology but also experienced twists and turns. In recent

years, the development of material, energy and electronics and the breakthrough of a series of key

technology created conditions for the research and development of various aerostats. Modern airships B
» and tethered balloons have found wide applications in the areas of aerial surveillance, remote sensing, ﬁ
reconnaissance and surveillance, communication relay, heavy weight transportation and disaster relief
~ . and rescue. High-altitude balloon flying in the upper air of stratosphere has achieved striking success in
the scientific exploration of the space. Especially the exploration on near space has given new impetus
to the development of aerostat,
With sincerest congratulations to the publication of this book-200 Years of Flight, | hope it will

make a contribution to publicize and propel the development of aerostat enterprise.

Gu Yidong

CAS Academician, chief architecl of space application system of

China's manned space engineering, chairman of CSSR
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© There are many stories that can vividly reflect people's desire for flying in the
blue sky, such as the story of Chang E's flight to the moon, the image of Flying
Apsaras in the Dunhuang Frescoes, the monkey king in Pilgrimage to the West
which are widely known in China, lcarus”s story in Greek mythology, the legend
of manned flying carpet in Arab countries, etc.
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