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Introduction

Ren Bonian (1840—1895) is a outstanding painter of traditional Chinese painting,
named Yi, styled Bonian, Ciyuan and Xiaolou. His study (Zhai) name is Bushe,
Yiyicaotang, Yanzhai and Yihexuan , etc. His ancestral home is in Shanyin County of
Zhejiang Province, later he moved family to Xiaoshan Countyof zhejiang Province. His
father named Cui Sheng, styled Songyun, a rice—businessman, he was originally a folk
painter.

Ren Bonian was an important figure in “Hai Pai” school of the last years of the
Qing dynasty. “Hai Pai” school painting have had a great influence to traditional
chinese painting. “Hai Pai” ’s painters grew up in an abnormal ecnormic environment
of semi—colony of Shanghai City, objectively,what suited some peoples aesthetic
interest that were new —rising stratum of the Peoples. “Hai Pai” painters that taking
Ren Bonian, Wu Changshuo and other masters as representative figures had contributed
greatly to the transformation of traditional Chinese painting.

The painting subjects of Ren Bonian were very extensive, he was good at flowers
and birds , mountains and waters paintings. His painting is not only carried on an
excellent part of traditional chinese painting, but also absorbed an excellent tradition of
folk and foreign painting and creating a new artistic style of his own . in his early years
Ren Bonian studied the paintings from his both brothers of painters Ren Weichang and
Ren Fuchang. and at the same time he learned the paintings of Tang and Song Dynasties
and but carried on a painting styles of painter Chen Laolian. During he lived in shanghai,
Ren Bonian’s paintings were under the influence of painters Xu Wei, Chen Chun, BaDa,
Yun Nantian, Zheng Bangiao and Hua Yan of the Ming and Qing Dynasties. in his middle
age, he created a new artistic conception on artistic forms, composition, stroke and
colours, etc. His portraits carried on old skills from older generation of his family, he
paid attention to show the expresstion and disposition of figures. His portraits expanded
the traditional techniques of Chinese painting and taking shaped a line —drawing skill of
his own. The range of subjects of Ren Bonian’s portraiture was very wide, including
historial stories, schoolar anecdotes, folk —lore, mythology, marketplace figures and the
life of peasant family, etc. He was good at using a line of vision changing, taking figure
combined with scenery, he broke through an old tradition of Chinese painting, created a
new portraiture style, which was bright, lively and moving. His flowers and birds
painting was an important part of his painting, he had of high attainments on mogu«
painting and free sketch, etc. His painting style of flowers and birds is unique, which
show to composition and colours, which was vivid and vigorous, the expressing techni-
ques was rich and varied, which gives peoples the enjoying of the beauty. He have few
landscape paintings, his landscape painting style received the influence of “Zhe Pai”
painter Lan Ying, a great deal of landscape of Ren Bonian was improvisation, which was
very flavour. In brief, Ren Bonian is a painting talent, as a important Chinese painting
master of the last years of Qing Dynasty, Ren Bonian had contributed greatly to the
developing and the transformation of traditional Chinese paintings.
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Lotus and Duck (Fan)

Tree Peony and Peacock (Fan)

Tree Peony and Peacock (Fan)

Wild Chrysanthemum and Muskmelon (Fan) (1877)
Narcissus and Fowls (Fan) (1877)
Hibiscus and Quail (Fan) (1877)

Mallow and Chinese Bulbul (Fan) (1879)
Clove and Chinese Bulbul (Fan) (1880)
Willow and Starling (Fan) (1881)

Two Horses (Fan) (1881)

Three Sheeps (1874)

Bamboo. Rock and Quail (1877)
Morning Glory and Sweet Sedge (Fan) (1873)
Flourishing Gourds (1879)

Starling and Peach Blossom (Fan) (1879)
Flower and Moon and Bird (Fan) (1880)
Creeper and Little Bird (Fan) (1880)
Tree Peony (1880)

Tree Peony and Birds (1882)

Peaches and Chinese Bulbul (1882)
Geraniumes and Banana Tree (1882)
Flowers and dog (1882)

Loquats and Chicks (1882)

Flowers and Plants 1st (1882)

Flowers and Plants 2nd (1882)

Flowers and Plants 3rd (1882)

Flowers and Plants 4th (1882)

Flowers and Plants 5th (1882)

Flowers and Plants 6th (1882)

Flowers and Plants 7th (1882)

Flowers and Plants 8th (1882)

Flowers and Plants 9th (1882)

Flowers and Plants 10th (1882)

Flowers and Plants 11th (1882)

Flowers and Plants 12th (1882)

Flowers and Birds (1883)

Green Pond and Asleep Duck (1883)
Chinese Wistarias and Stationery (1883)
Willows and Swallows 1st (1883)
Lotuses and Ducks 2nd (1883)

Peach Blossoms and Hens 3rd (1883)
Pelargoniums and Silver Pheasant 4th (1883)
Three Sheeps (1887)

Pear Blossoms and Parrot (Fan) (1882)
Peach Blossoms and swalows (Fan) (1883)
Two Pigeons and Narcissuses (Fan) (1888)
Hermit Holding Qin (1883)

Lotuses (Fan)

Fish Pelargoniums and Birds (Fan)
Birds and Peach Blossoms (Fan)
Wistarias and Birds

Lotus Pool and Egret (1884)

Loquats and Sparrows and Cat (1884)
Wistarias and Swallows (1885)

163.
164.
165.
166.
167.
168.
169.
170.
171,
172.
173.
174.
175.
176.
1¥%e
178.
179.
180.
181.
182.
183.
184.
185.
186.
187.
188.
189.
190.
191.
192,
193.
194.
195.
196.
197.
198.
190,
200.
201.
202.
203.
204.
205.
206.
207.
208.
209.
210.
211.
212.
213
214.
215.

Narcissuses and Two Fowls (1885)

Flowers and Rocks and Birds (1885)
Willows and Starling (Album Leaf 1st) (1885)
Creepers (Album Leaf 2nd) (1885)

Two Ducks (Album Leaf 3rd) (1885)
Flowers (Album Leaf 4th) (1885)

Loquats and Two Birds (Album Leaf 5th) (1885)
Flowers (Album Leaf 6th) (1884)

Birds and Brook (Album Leaf 7th) (1885)
Crickets and Wattled Wall (Album Leaf 8th)
Cat and Chrysanthemums (Album Leaf 9th) (1885)
Chicks (Album Leaf 10th) (1885)

Loquats. Bamboos and Chicks (1886)

Peach Blossoms and Parrot (1886)

Creeper and Swallows (1888)

Peach Blossoms and Little Bird (Fan) (1886)
Monkey (1887)

Willows and Pond (1888)

Fish Pelargonium and White Cat (1887)

The Mid—autumn Festival (1890)

Creeper and Quails 1st (1890)

Parrots in Flowers 2nd (1890)

Lotuses and Heron 3rd (1890)

Sweet —scenteds and Chicks 4th (1890)
Green Bamboos and Beautiful Birds 5th (1890)
Pine and Crane 6th (1890)

Peachs (1890)

Swallows and Gooses 1st (1890)

Wistarias and Fowls 2nd (1890)

Kapok and Fowls 3rd (1890)

Loquats and Chicks 4th (1890)

flowers and Chicks 5th (1890)

Withered Lotus and Cormorant 6th (1890)
Hibiscuses and a herd of Ducks 7th (1890)
Peach Blossoms and Two Swaloows (1891)
Wistarias and Parrot (Album Leaf)

Wild Pond and Ducks (Album Leaf)

Peachs and Birds (Album Leaf)

Bamboos and Rock and Sparrows (1892)
Banana Tree and Plum and Sparrows (1891)
Cat Catching a Bird (1891)

Ducks 1st (1891)

Palm and Three Chicks 2nd (1891)

Pine. Creeper and Turle—dove 3rd (1891)
Tree Peony and Peacock 4th (1891)

Two Deers (1892)

Morning Glory and Hens (1892)

Birds Dwelling on Wistaria (1892)

Landscap (1893)

Squirrel and Trumper Creeper (1892)
Witarias and Sparrows (1894)

Magnolias (Fan) (1893)

Cat and Chrysanthemums (Fan) (1895)
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