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FOREWORD

On Yin Xu (Ruins of Yin), northwest suburb of Anyang City, Henan Province,
once stood the capital of the late Shang Dynasty. Palaces and ancestral temples of
Yin rulers formed the core of the former capital which is in present day Xiao Tun
village on the southern bank of the River Huan. The capital spreads over an area
occupied by 20 villages astride the river. Based on archaeological exploration and
survey it is known that the area exceeds 24 square kilometers. Ancient literature
and study by modern man reveal that the site served as the capital of the dynasty
for 273 years — from the end of 14th century B.C. to 11th century B.C., since Pan
Geng moved his capital here to the downfall of Zhou, the last king of the dynasty.
The fact that the site is the earliest capital of China is based on documental records
and has been proved by oracle bone inscriptions. It is known throughout the world
for its high development of culture.

Oracle bone inscriptions were first discovered in China in 1899. After research
it was revealed that they had been unearthed in Xiao Tun Village, Anyang City. The
topography of Xiao Tun corresponds to description of Yin Xu, south of River Huan
as contained in the Biography on Xiang Yu in Shi Ji or Records of the Historian.
Names of ancestors found in oracle bone inscription also prove that the site was the
capital of Shang dynasty after Pan Geng moved his capital from elsewhere. The
discovery of Yin Xu caused a great stir among scholars at the time. It became an
urgent demand by learned scholars to excavate the site. After a rather lengthy
period of discussion and preparation the Archaeology Section of the Institute of His-
tory and Philosophy of the former Academia Sinica carried out excavations for
fifteen seasons from 1928 to 1937. Ruins of Shang Dynasty imperial palaces and an-
cestral temples were found northeast of Xiao Tun village. Mausoleumns of kings
were discovered in Xi Bei Gang, Hou Jia Zhuang. In the course of the excava-
tion a large number of valuable antiquities was unearthed. The ruins and relics
were important historical and cultural reference materials for the study of politics
and economics of the Shang Dynasty. Cultural features found in the site were
those not written in documents or oracle bone inscriptions. At the time they at-
tracted the universal attention of scholars at home and abroad to the new and de-
veloping discipline — archaeology.

After the founding of the Feople’s Republis of China excavation work, disrupt-
ed for many years, was resumed at Yin Xu in spring 1950. The Anyang Archaeology
Work Team was set up by the Archaeology Institute of the Chinese Academy of
Science (now the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences) in 1958. Thereafter a station
was set up. In 1961 Yin Xu was listed by the State Council as among the first
batch of key cultural units which enjoy state protection. As a result of over 30
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years of work rich reference materials have been accumulated and new achieve-
ments made at the site. This in turn has led to a deeper and more comprehensive
understanding of the cultural features of Yin Xu.

Bronze vessels from Yin Xu are the most valuable part of the Yin culture.
They occupy an important position in the history of the development of Chinese
bronze vessels. The excavation of Yin bronze vessels can be traced as early as the
Song Dynasty. However, what were unearthed then reached a very insignificant
number. In the decade preceeding the Chinese War of Resistance against Japanese
aggression only about 170 items were unearthed by scientific excavations. From
then on a comparatively comprehensive knowledge of the shape of vessels, bronze
casting technology and alloying element was gradually obtained.

From 1949 when new China came into existence to 1982 — a span of some 30
years, over 600 bronze ritual vessels have been unearthed at the site, according to
incomplete data. Most of the vessels have been unearthed during the past several
years. It is the urgent wish on the part of those who have participated in exca-
vation work to sort out, edit and make a systematic introduction of bronze vessels
to the academic world in order to enable archaeologists, historians and scholars of
the history of art to study the subject.

What have been collected and listed in this book are part of 1mportant referene
materials excavated by the Anyang Archaeology Work Team from 1958 to 1982.
They total over 200 items. The villages where the items were unearthed include Wu
Guan, San Jia Zhuang, Da Si Kong on the northern bank of the River Huan and
Xijao Tun, Miao Pu Bei Di on the southern bank of the river as well as the tomb
complex in the west area of Yin Xu surrounding Xiao Min Tun. Bronze vessels
unearthed in Xiao Tun Village and from tombs in the same area reach the greatest
number. In some tombs bronze ritual vessels have been found side by side with
pottery ware. The periodization of tombs becomes rather clear. This has laid the
basis for the periodization of bronze vessels.

In regard to the periodization of cultural strata and tombs at the Yin ruins our
opinions tend to be rather unanimous. We have divided cultural strata of Yin ruins
into four periods. The periodization of tombs corresponds to the sites of ruins. The
date of each period is roughly as follows:

First Period corresponds to the time when Pan Geng moved his capital fo Yir.
Xu down te the early phase of Wu Ding’s reign.

Second Period roughly corresponds to the late years of Wu Ding to the reign
of Zu Jia.

Third Period corresponds to the era of Lin Xin, Kang Ding, Wu Yi and Wen
Ding. -

Fourth Period is roughly about the time of Di Yi and Di Xin.

Bronze vessels of the First Period chosen by this book belong to two tombs and
one ash pit. Those of the Second Period are from six tombs and one sacrificial pit.
Those of the Third Period are from six tombs. Those of the Fourth Period are from
17 tombs and one sacrificial pit and one Dbuilding foundation. They
make up a total of 35 units. Of these eleven tombs have hitherto not been publish-
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ed. From these we have chosen over 50 bronze vessels or a quarter of the whole
lot.

Among vessels already published many have undergone careful repair and
clearing to make patterns and inscriptions more discernible. Weaponry and tools
have been collected from a few tombs beside bronze ritual vessels.

In this group of bronze items each period has a typical unit, with practically
all kinds of items represented. This provides rich reference materials for a study
of the changes in the development of bronze vessels from Yin Xu and of the use
of different ritual vessels by people of different status at various times. The shape
of many of the vessels is ingenious and exquisite while the pattern very intricate.
They are very valuable to the study of the history of art.

This book uses periodization as the key link and is edited according to location
and tomb as unit. As far as possible we have put into one group all vessels hav-
ing similar inscriptions unearthed from the same tomb — for instance, the Fu Hao
Tomb, to enable readers to observe their characteristics. In order to facilitate
study, line drawings have been made of most of the important vessels. Ink rub-
bings from patterns and inscriptions have been made as well. A bibliography
is provided for vessels already published. Vessels that are as yet unpublished be-
long to those unearthed by the Anyang work team of the Institute of Archaeo-
logy, CASS.

Included in this book are three theses. The first is entitled “Periodization and
Dates of Bronze Vessels from Yin Xu” by Zheng Zhenxiang and Chen Zhida.
Based on the result of the periodization the article looks at different characteristics
of bronze vessels in different periods and the inferences drawn as to dates, two
major transitional periods of Yin Xu bronze vessels and, finally, the significance of
the division of periodization of Yin Xu bronze vessels.

The second is “Periodization of Yin Bronze Vessels and Formation of Vessels
into Sets” by Yang Xizhang and Yang Baocheng. It takes a detailed look at the
connotation of sets and law of change, based on the result of periodization.

It gives the social causes for the appearance of bronze ritual vessels that be-
came funeral objects towards the late period of the Yin dynasty. The article also
expounds on the link of and difference between bronze vessels of the late Yin Dy-
nasty and those of the early West Zhou Dynasty.

The last article “Ornamental Art of Bronze Vessels of Yin Xu” by Zhang Xiao-
guang gives a rather general analysis of the themes of patterns on bronze vessels
of Yin Xu, composition of patterns, and method of expression. The article looks
at the features of ornamentation of bronze vessels of the late Shang Dynasty from
the artistic point of view.

Those who have taken part in editing this book have reached a rather consen-
sus of opinion regarding the periodization of tombs and the order of development of
bronze vessels. However, we have not as yet reached unanimity of view about the
periodization of bronze vessels from Yin Xu. In conformity with the policy of “let
a hundred schools of thought contend” we have reserved our different opinions in
our articles. It is believed that following the development of the work of ar-
chaeology the study of bronze vessels of Yin Xu will continue to deepen.
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