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Preface

This new edition of the Pocket Oxford English Dictionary' is a revised,
updated, and redesigned edition of the Pocket Oxford English Dictionary (9th
edition). It provides up-to-date and accessible information on the core vocabulary
of today’s English in a single pocket-sized volume. It focuses on clear explanations
of meaning and help with aspects of words which often cause difficulties, especially
spelling, pronunciation, grammar, and usage. It will be particularly useful for
secondary-school students, and in the UK is ideal for students working for GCSE
and Standard Grade level examinations.

Part of the range based on the Concise Oxford English Dictionary (11th
edition), the Pocket Oxford English Dictionary is based on the evidence of how the
language is actually used today, drawing on the analysis of hundreds of millions
of words of real English contained in the Oxford English Corpus. Information in
the dictionary is presented in a clear and concise way; definitions focus on the
central meanings of words and are easier to understand than ever before, avoiding
the use of difficult and technical terms. The new design and an open layout, with
each new section of an entry (phrases, derivatives, usage notes, spelling notes, and
etymologies) on a new line, ensures that finding individual sections and entries is
easy to do.

In addition to giving clear information on the core language of current English,
this new edition of the dictionary provides more help than ever before with tricky
questions of grammar and usage (for example, on the difference between pore and
pour and whether you should say between you and me or between you and I). The
dictionary also includes a new feature: extra notes on words that people often find
difficult to spell, such as weird, skilful, and exaggerate. Usage and spelling notes
are based on evidence of real mistakes or problems that people have in their use of
the language.

Pronunciations are given using a simple respelling system, making them very
easy to understand: for the new edition, there is extra help with pronunciations
of less straightforward or unfamiliar words, such as anomalous, subtle, and
unequivocal. Etymologies (word origins) are written in a non-technical style to
highlight the main words from which English words originate, with language names
written out in full.
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B (B EiEEe) ME IRERTBIT, EHTHA, Hilkfr
TEREFRH. FEARBERERTS, ®ETHREBLOELT, RS
BERHER, BTEM. FAANZER. BUEN, HAEEEREEN
BIAYSE, %%, BHENARSSWIRERE. eXheeE LR, X
FHRE %S GCSE (il h FH FiIE35) 0 Standard Grade level (FrMEL
B) FEH IR AR IR AR T R Bt .
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[RIB B A (i AR FARIE . IRHHFE, WK, FAKRE-IFHHBs (E
. TN, FIELEE. BEBHEMIERE) BB E—1T, MisRE Mo
A &HEETER.

ER IR 4 24 A IO IRIC IS BN, X—FIRAE SR T %
Fr BB (B0, pore 1 pour Z [AIFIMENT, LAR 1% between you and
me B between youand 1), FWBEFIZ—NFRE, AN EEHSEAE
FO B TPEE AN B, Ebdn weird, skilful F exaggerate, F#:idBHFNBE SR 48
REBANEESEMRPELRERMAGBREN.

RFELARRAERTUSRIR, E¥EE. T2 0SkEA T
anomalous. subtle il unequivocal B % ¥, AiFHE BV, ' WERERE
BR1E, BEETRER, WAKSEAKRLIULEERAH.

' M TEXRRF SRR ERFAEREERRE, ROESTREHRATUS
15 hR Bl e 47 4 E Rl A B BT B B B AR




Guide to the use of the
dictionary

i EHIEm

1. STRUCTURE OF ENTRIES & B4#4

The Pocket Oxford English Dictionary is designed to be as easy to use as
possible. Here is an explanation of the main types of information that you will find
in the dictionary. (4P IIFFAM) REWBAFRRRTEHBETER, L
TR B LR EE R BHERRA,

Headword
A B i

\/ Y
bathe /berd/ «v. (bathes, bathing, bathed)
1 wash by immersing the body in water
(%4 )Bt% 2 Brit. [3] take a swim ik 3
soak or wipe gently with liquid to clean or

Verb forms
(inflections)
FHiax
(Bnm#raEft)

soothe Bt «n.;

Regional label

— DERIVATIVES JR4E (showjng where
~ oRIGIN 1@ Old English. word is used)
: HIRARE (bor
TAlE (6 AR )

Y «Introduces new

apogee /'®padzi/ «n. 1 the highest point
Be#i 2. Tk . His creative activity reached
its apogee in 1910. fe@IEIFEIEZF19104

Sense number
MRS

SEE T Tk, 2the point in the orbit of the
moon or a satellite at which it is furthest
from the earth i A(ARKAE R EHE
b S HIERARIE BOL i £

— ORIGIN 1#l# from Greek apogaion diastéma,

‘distance away from earth’.

part of speech
or word class

51 FriatER A
%



Part of speech V Usage label
or word class 1 . (showing how
T buck’ /bak/ -n. 1 the male of some word is used)

animals, e.g. deer and rabbits #4434 (Zn FREARE (Fori
HERE. 2 %) 2 a vertical jump performed EEEB )

X1 a fashionable young man #E2 T, 5k
#F% «v. 1 (of a horse) perform a buck
(B)3HEK# 2 go against #3 K3 : The
~» shares bucked the market trend. X312

Wi ki%. 3 (buck up or buck <

use (taken X

fronE real up) informal [4EEEX] become or make Typlcz;l paitern

evidence) someone more cheerful (F)¥REF, (F)TR (;;f% ;; s

FIIEGIECRE Pt

FUSKIESH — OrIGIN i3} Old English.

Homonym Y

number (shows  buck? /bak/ «n. N. Amer. & Austral./NZ informal

different word.  [ik3 /%7, 4FER) a dollar ()7t

with the same

spelling)

R 5 LR E Y Alternative

(ZAYHSHE  centralize /sentralaiz/ (or centralise) spelling of

it AR +v. (centralizes, centralizing, centralized) headword
bring under the control of a central I E AR A
authority (LTSI T AR ES A %

st 3 — DERIVATIVES IRZE 1 centralism n. centralist

Derivatives n. & adj. centralization n

(in alphabetical -caa : ’

order)

IR (IR v : Grammatical
Lils: Z2)) him /him/ «pron. (third pe!on sing.) used as infoﬂn;i:;a(in
the object of a verb or preposition to refer

. . round brackets)
to a male person or animal previously A A (R
mentioned #(RHES AR A ) )
— orIGIN 1Al Old English.
Cross reference
to another i
word in the Y
dictionary (in  die’ /dav/ «n. 1 sing. of pice 47 dice #
bold small #% 2 (pl.idles:) a device for cutting of  Plural form
capitals) moulding metal or for stamping a design 8.5 7
B 5 — on to coins or medals 8., M, R
Tl (R

REbRAR)




s 3 — PHRASES 4715 the die is cast an event has
Phrases and

expressions l;:p;eg:: :h%t cannot be changed K B &
IE 3 > 3 i

RIERCIRRIS — ORIGIN @& Old French de.

broccoli /'brokali/ «n. a vegetable with
heads of small green or purplish flower
buds £ H¥E LMK, B2TE

— ORIGIN TAliR Italian.

Spelling note v BIREW

B Spell broccoli with a double ¢ and
one L. broccoli BFBHNE ¢ BRE—
M,

Pronunciation \J

i defuse /di:'fju:z/ -v. (defuses, defusing,

defused) 1 make a situation less tense
or dangerous Z&f; ¥ 2 remove the
fuse from an explosive device in order to
prevent it from exploding #7 Bx(H £k % &)

HslE
Usage note Dmv Bk Aﬁ]mu i . 4 dir
LR o not confuse defuse and diffuse.

Defuse means ‘make a situation less
tense or dangerous’, while diffuse
means ‘spread over a wide area’
(technologies diffuse rapidly). 7 ER
¥ defuse #n diffuse. BIE B AH“HEH
BLgF”, Wi diffuse "8, 58"
(B 4n technologies diffuse rapidly
ARREEIK.)
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grizzly /'grizli/ «n. (also 75{% grizzly bear)
(pl. grizzlies) a large variety of American
brown bear often having white-tipped fur
3]
sttt — ORIGIN TR from GRIZZLED.
Word origin
(etymology)
AR GERRE L)

/On the confusion of grizzly and
grisly, see the note at GrisLy. XF
grizzly 5 grisly BY¥ET, 2L grisly &
BRI,

2. HEADWORD AND ALTERNATIVE SPELLINGS if B
iR A AP E
The headword is the first word in each entry (separate section of the dictionary
that deals with a particular word) and is printed in thick dark type (e.g. score).
Although there is only one way that most words can be spelled, sometimes you can
use other spellings (called variants) which are also acceptable. Such spellings are
given after the headword, e.g. adaptor (also adapter), or before a particular sense
if the alternative spelling only applies to that sense. In all such cases the spelling
given as the headword is the one that most people use. The label US shows spellings
that are used in American English, e.g. colour (US color). ifl B i#& & id &+
B"J%N"iﬁl e B RO R RS PR E A RIR), ARBKER (o
score) . RERESRIARA—FPRE, BIR/ROS R LM TR 2R
ﬂ'?@i’ %), XEHHLERIB R Z G2, 10 adaptor (also adapter); X
FHE REMTEA T, MAEFIA L., TREMMERT, WE
AR SBAEROBHEHR, REGEIERZGENEREEER, o
colour (US [3£] color)

Where verbs can be spelled with either an -ize or -ise ending, the two spellings
are given in the following way: apologize (or apologise), to show that you can use
either spelling. The spelling -ise is far more common in British English, while -ize
is found in American writing and in English in other parts of the world, although it
is used in British English as well. 24Zhialia R ] B -ize WATHHE -ise f, &
fnkARsr: apologize (or apologise), LAMZF RMRIBHERERHE —, -iseiX
PR EREREPEAFEN, W -ize WA TEEEIEMHA LHBER
fEAr3EE,

Words that are different in meaning but spelled the same way (called
homographs) are given small numbers to distinguish them (e.g. buck’, meaning “the
male of an animal such as a deer’ and buck’, meaning ‘a dollar’). # X RFE{EHEE
HRRIR R (B A ) 2 LSRR S LR 57 (40 buck’ 24 “#E&”,
buck® Ek “ £ 7).
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3. FORMS OF NOUNS AND VERBS & idf1zhifd T ik
F
Plurals of nouns Z i &%

You can form the plurals of most nouns by adding -s, or -es when they end
in -5, -x, -z, -sh, or -ch (as in church). These kinds of plurals are not shown in the
dictionary. 24 ZiR]LA -s, -x, -z, -sh B -ch (41 church) &% 2R, ZEIRR M -s & -es
BT R B, X EE BRI AF#PERTFFINH,

All other plural forms are spelled out in full, for example T H A H
R, TSEAHILEE, han:

 nouns ending in -i or -0 LA -i 8 -0 &5 & i) £ i , e.g. 4 alibi — alibis,

albino — albinos

e nouns ending in -a, -um, or -us which are or appear to be Latin forms L} -a,
-um B¢ -us FRUR T IEH KL BRI AT, eg. AN spectrum — spectra,
larva — larvae

» nouns ending in -y L -y £ RH &1 , e.g 0 fly — flies

e nouns with more than one plural £ F#&E BOUXHI 41 , e.g. 40 storey —
storeys or stories

 nouns with a plural that changes markedly from the singular form & ¥,
HHLE BB LB AR 4417 , e.g. 4N foot — feet

* nouns with a plural that has the same form as the singular 5 3% 588
X ABRIRI 417 . e.g. 40 sheep — sheep

Verbs Zhif]

Most verbs change their form (inflect) by adding -s, -ing, and -ed to the
infinitive (¢.g. jump — jumps, jumping, jumped). These kinds of verb forms are
not shown in the dictionary. K % ¢ zhiFl# BT (LR LEF RN -s. -ing F -ed (il
%N jump — jumps, jumping, jumped) . XEZHIRBLTHA AR T AP R TFIH,

Other verbs change their forms in the ways set out below and are shown in full
T RITE M FHFIN R tbshia, FiERELBARIERER

o verbs whose infinitive (basic unchanged part) ends in -e JEFELL - £ R HIZH

1d] , e.g. 411 change — changes, changing, changed
o verbs which change by doubling a final consonant X & if] R ¥ ¥ &} &4
BOBHTAELRIBYIA . e.g. 411 bat — bats, batting, batted

o verbs ending in -y which change the -y to -i LA -y &5 2 48 -y 28 5%, -i BIZhiF] ,
e.g. 4 try — tries, trying, tried

e verbs in which the past tense and/or the past participle do not follow the
regular -ed pattern i 25 A/ Bt % A AFF A -ed HLNIAE (L FIZhiA ,
e.g. 4N feel — feels, feeling, felt; wake — wakes, waking, woke; past part.
woken
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o verbs ending in -er, showing whether the final -» is doubled or not LA -er &%
RHIZHE (LORTRE + BT NE ),e.g. 40 confer — confers, conferring,
conferred; shiver — shivers, shivering, shivered

Adjectives TER IR

Adjectives have three different forms that express the level or intensity of
a particular quality. The basic level is called the positive, e.g. sweet; the level
expressing more of a quality is called the comparative, e.g. sweeter; and the level
expressing most of a quality is called the superiative, e.g. sweetest. Most adjectives
form their comparatives and superlatives in the following regular ways, and these
are not shown in the dictionary. LA HH = FH AR FZE XN BER B
B, REBBERMESE, Wsweets BEEH - PHRNLER, i sweeter,
BESSBABRER, W sweetest, KEBIEA TR LLRRFBRBRIFE
BB, TFHOR, XLBLERFHRPRTIIH

« words of one syllable adding -er and -est B 3 %5 17 B -er F1 -est, e.g. fn

great — greater, greatest

e words of one syllable ending in silent (unspoken) -e, which drop the -e and
add -er and -est i B - TN & H WU F T 7 80 - M -er F -est, e.g. A0
brave — braver, bravest

e words which form the comparative and superlative by adding ‘more’ and

“most’ fill more N1 most 3 5 LR AN B & 4 1 BLiR)

In all other cases the forms are shown in the dictionary ¥ T fbiFd, 27
s BB
® adjectives which form the comparative and superlative by doubling a final
consonant W 5 {&] B & 3 B K LR B E R K21 . e.g. #0 hot
— hotter, hottest
* two-syllable adjectives which form the comparative and superlative with
-er and -est fill -er F0 -est M LR BB B RN E T HER , eg. &0
happy — happier, happiest

4. HYPHENATION EZF#F

Although standard spelling in English is fixed, the use of hyphens is not. There
are a few general rules that you should follow, and these are outlined below. B 5R%
ERRES B REER, BEFFNERATR. A I/LFEANRFIZEE,
LUR7IN

Noun compounds % ii & & 17 : there are no set rules as to whether you
should write a compound (a word such as airstream) as one word, two words, or
with a hyphen (unless the hyphen is used to show the word’s grammatical function:
see the next section): airstream, air stream, and air-stream are all acceptable.
However, in modern English, people are tending to use hyphens less than before,
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and are writing compounds either as one word (airstream) or two words (air raid)
rather than with a hyphen. While you will find one-word and two-word compounds
in both British and American English, there is a general preference to write
compounds as two words in British English and as one word in American English.
B A 1840 airstream) B B g — L IF, BRI, SUMEFHBE (LiEF
TF R RS RIR L TR RSP, W), XHTTEEHM: airstream,
air stream F0 air-stream A8 R W LA K. AW, ERRRIED, AMITEEMH
BTFREFFIER, £E 7S K1 817 (airstream ) 55 A 217 (air
raid), WiAARIERIA T RIFIEFR .

To save space and avoid confusion, we give only one of the three possible
forms—the standard British one—in the dictionary. This does not, however, mean
that other forms are incorrect or not used. 4 7 & BiE, BAEARAL, 418
R H = RaT g A A — FRESEE S TR, EXHARE
R IRY, SBRATAH.

Grammatical information i%:%{& & : hyphens are also used to show a word’s
grammatical function. When a noun compound which is made up of two separate
words (e.g. credit card) is placed before another noun, the rule is that you should
write the compound with a hyphen, so that you would write for example I used
my credit card but credit-card debt. You will see this in example sentences in the
dictionary but it is not otherwise mentioned in the dictionary entries. ¥ %
FHRREEIIEEIIEE, XL BT i) £ I8 8 4 18] (40 credit card)
BT B —4A6N, SEASHAHEFTHBS, WA S I used my credit
card Fll credit-card debt, TEASTAIMFIFHES AILLFBIXFED, (BEREPH
ek,

There is a similar rule with compound adjectives such as well known. When
you place them after the verb (in the predicative position) you should not write such
adjectives with a hyphen, but when you put them before the noun (in the attributive
position) you should use a hyphen: ke is well known but a well-known painter. 3tF
R well known ZRMEERE A7, HNIRCL. =MNET3hiEsE (AEXRE)
B, BFSPAREEETH, BETAFN(AEEEN, NERETH.

he is well known F1 a well-known painter,

The rule with verb compounds is that, where a noun compound is two words
(e.g. hero worship) you should normally write any verb compound formed from
it with a hyphen (to hero-worship). Compound verb forms of this type are always
shown in the dictionary entries. Stzh K &iFm S, MWW TF: — I HA R
2 B 4 178 4 17 (4 hero worship), £ FIEFFIH BB E T LAWK E)
18] &1 (40 hero-worship) , X %) i E &R SEAR MR &+ FLIFIH.

5. LABELS #R:%

The majority of the words and senses in this dictionary are all part of standard
English, which means that they are the kinds of words we use in every type of
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situation, whether at home, with friends, or in a formal work situation. Some words,
however, are suitable only for certain situations or are found only in certain types of
writing, and where this is the case a label (or a combination of labels) is used. 4%17]
SerhoREp oy BLAFIRE AR BARESEIE, BB EANSRELT, o
ExH, i AE—K, KFEEXTIESAAANELT, 8m, 4L8EETT
RERATHED S, & AN Free ik, X T, WRsm ERE (R
RELAE).
Register labels iZHHARE
Register labels refer to the particular level of use in the language—indicating
whether a term is informal, formal, historical, and so on. IESARE FE S
EERBR, rrdiiFRIEE2CHiE, EXAE, REFLHIEES.
formal [1IE5]: normally used only in writing, such as in official documents

(e.g. abode) 3B ¥ RATASESCHA, ZnEH XM (40 abode)

informal [4EIE ] : normally used only in speaking or writing to friends (e.g.
telly) 3@ % R AT DB SBORA R TE A (40 telly)

dated [}%1] : no longer used by most English speakers, but still used by
older people or to give a humorous or other effect (e.g. charwoman) BR 7 K%
Sh, REBOHFFRIEHATREEM, A TEEGBRSI R A EH (@
charwoman)

old use [1H ] : old-fashioned language, not in ordinary use today, though
sometimes used to give an old-fashioned or humorous effect and also found in
the literature of the past (e.g. damsel) I HiE, BEAEH, BRERLL
A—FHBERMONR, LEEEHRKERE, LT IERBSCRES S (4
damsel)

hist. [ 3] : historical—only used today to refer to something that is no
longer part of modem life (e.g. blunderbuss) 114 R AT H# <A EFEHEAFE
FERIE Y (40 blunderbuss)

literary [32] : found only or mainly in literature (e.g. foe) R FHEER
T3 d (4 foe)

tech. [RiE]: technical—normaily used only in technical language, though
not restricted to a particular subject field (e.g. dorsal) E¥ R AT H#ITAIE, B
HA BB T4 EFFHEE (40 dorsal)

humorous [#42X] : used to sound funny or playful (e.g. tome) R HT#1A
B R TR TSR (40 tome) :

euphem. [Z5£) : euphemistic—used instead of a more direct or rude term
(e.g. powder room instead of ‘women’s toilet’) Ji T A E B EsH B HIE X
753 (48 powder room #4¢ women’s toilet)

dialect [51 : only used in certain local regions of the English-speaking

world (e.g. bide) R i FHLL U R IFATHEIX (40 bide)
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derog. [} : derogatory—deliberately intended to express a low opinion or
insult someone else (e.g. bimbo) & A TH AR EF M A (20 bimbo)

offens. ['§JL] : offensive—likely to cause offence, especially racial offence,
whether the person using it means to or not 7] S SBFIE, RIFEEA, Tt
REERTHEE
Geographical labels #iiEAR 3

English is spoken throughout the world, and, while most of the words used in
British English will be the same as those used in American or Australian English,
there are some words which are only found in one type of English. For example,
the normal word in American English for a pavement is sidewalk, while the normal
word in Australian English for a large sheep or cattle farm is station. These kinds
of words are given a geographical label. XiF £ £KEHAMIES, RERIEF
R A I 1AL 5 X E R HMARERE A AIRICHEERL, 55
AL R FRB—MRE. b, EERBFTEFRATERNY sidewalk,
T B M 38 1 B HHE R B B AR Op station. 3T X KT & 0 EiE®
PR .

The main regional types of English are British, US and Canadian, Australian
and New Zealand, South African, Indian, and West Indian. Most of the words and
senses in the dictionary are found in all these types of English, but where important
local differences exist these are shown. The geographical label Brit. means that the
word is found typically in British English but is not found in American English,
though it may be found in other varieties such as Australian English. The label US,
on the other hand, means that the word is typically US and is not standard in British
English, though it may be found elsewhere. ZiE# AIRYIER T EARE. £H.
gk, BOAHLE, FtE. wEdk. ENERAEERS. FiAEPREHAE
CHBELA R TFHEXEERS, R, YECEAEXEXERN, FiEAS
FLbR, ERRE Brit. [3¥] RRZFHZEARFTHEDN, RRLTEEE
&, A ehA s HAAE TG RARERIET. B—HE, & US
[£) RFZNMEXERIBFAN, TIFREEEXE, RECHTRSNE
AR AT

Subject labels 2 PHFE

These are used to show that a word or sense is associated with a particular
subject field or specialist activity, such as Music, Chemistry, or Football. X %
AFERAR—ANBRRLAESHEERREFWEDHE X, 1 Music [FR],
Chemistry [{£5] & Football [Z2K]),

6. DEFINITIONS X

Many words have only one meaning or definition, for example bookcase or
fearless. Other words, such as catch or fall, have several meanings. In these types
of entries the definitions are separated by numbers and listed with the most common




xvii

and important senses first. I £ 8 il 1447 — B MM BB 3, bL 40 bookcase B
fearless, B—L8ia), i catch & fall, WIHWLER, AXEFEHRZP, BX
SWVIHEF, BEA. BT CHEE BT,

7. DERIVATIVES Rk 417

Derivatives are words formed from another word with the addition of a
suffix (ending): for example, adjustable is an adjective which is a derivative of
the verb adjust, with the suffix -able added to it. Many derivatives do not need a
definition because you can understand the meaning from the sense of the main word
and the particular ending used; in such cases, you will find the derivatives listed
alphabetically at the end of the entry for the main word (e.g. eagerly is at the end of
the entry for eager). When a derivative has more than one meaning and needs to be
explained in more detail, then it is given an entry in its own right (e.g. agreeable).
IR A 1) St 4 -~ B S DT 48 hi A AR B34, BL AN, adjustable & i
adjust #5148 -able JRAET KM ST, VP SIRE W RFHERY, FAKSE
SCRATLAE B AR FH U JE 00 5 K PR R FESXFIME LT, IRAE B 4% T
BRI 551175 4 1) 38 4% K S (4n cagerly %14 1714k eager FIAR) . MIRA AR R
—FPRE. HEISRERERT, W23 51 A 4 (A1 agreeable) .

8. ETYMOLOGIES i

Etymologies (word origins) arc provided for many words: they explain the
language that the word comes from and the meaning of that word if it is different
from the meaning of the English word in the dictionary entry (e.g. campaign is
from the French word campagne, which means ‘open country’). You will find that
some words in the dictionary do not have etymologies. These include the following:
compounds, which are formed from two other words (e.g. blue whale, haif-
hearted, or doorman); words which are derivatives of other words or are clearly
related in some other way (e.g. fantastic does not have an etymology but fantasy
does); words whose origins are unknown or uncertain; words that derive from
imitating a sound (e.g. baa, hiss). A il JZ3 1T £ BAIRRR AL T IRIRIG B, X4
BB Tk B TR, AR 54&1614115&5!154,&'19&1”%@%@
Falit, 41 e IR iR & S (41 campaign ¥ [ ;15 1d] campagne, BW ©
BPEE"), A0 RELL FILF R T A& 5] HREE L. Fﬂlﬁ/l\#iiﬁléﬂ
B 4371 (40 blue whale, half-hearted 8% doorman); FH K ftb B8 Ja] iR 4 ifij 5K
SUAFC A 2 55 2 fib A Tl AR CIDEA U3 (40 fantastic B4 #5 1 ARS8,
i fantasy MU ) s TAI9R oA e A s 0 B 3]s BEAELFS 57 A Y 8. 4] (1 baa,
hiss) ,

9. SPELLING AND USAGE NOTES Bt S5/ # %1408

The dictionary’s usage notes give clear information about points of grammar
(e.g. how to use fewer and less correctly), usage (e.g. whether it is best to say




