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1. What Is It Worth?
“wsy?

As you know, at one time, different countries used
different measures. But even inside the same country,
measures were not always the same.

When America was very young, each colony had its
own money. The coins that were used in different places
were not the same sizes. They were not the same shapes.
They did not have the same worth.

Money from other countries was also used. Some was
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from England. Other money came from Spain, France, '
and Portugal.

People became confused. They would buy things. But
they could not be sure if they had their money's worth.

Then one of the first presidents of America, Thomas
Jefferson, thought of a good plan. He started the dollar
system. It was based on counting by tens. Ten cents made
a dime. Ten dimes made a dollar. Today we still use
Jefferson’s plan.

Notes:

. measure ['me3a]n. rRes v i

. colony ['koleni]n. R4

size [saiz]n. K/, R

worth [wa:0]n. 8

Spain [spein]n. PHET

Portugal ['po:tjugal]n. W

. confused [kenfju:zd]adj. W, AR
Thomas Jefferson %%%'?ﬁ%ﬂ(ﬁ@%ﬁﬂ:ﬁﬁﬁ)
Thomas ['tomas] Jefferson [dzefosn]

9. the dollar system %ICH  system ['sistam]n. 4, WK
10. be based on LA«+e-+ g Lo

11. dime [daim]n. — M, — A

oo =1 o o B W b =

Comprehension Questions
1. From the story you can tell that
A. the money from England was worth more than the money
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from Spain.

B. the coins were all the same sizes.

C. people might pay more for things than they were worth.
2. The story as a whole is about

A. American colonies.

B. English money.

C. Thomas Jefferson.

D. American money system.

3. Thomas Jefferson was the second American president.

Yes No Does not say
4. Americans once used money from France. -
Yes No Does not say

5. What word in the story means lands?



2. The Royal Foot
@2HM

Early people measured things by using parts of their
bodies. They used fingers and hands. They used arms and
feet.

But this plan did not work well enough. Some people
were large. Others were small. Some had big hands and
feet. Others did not. A few had very long legs and took
longer steps than others. So inches and feet and yards and
paces were not always the same.




So people decided to use just one person. The King
or Queen was often. picked. A foot was the length of the
royal foot. An inch was the width of the royal thumb.

" But when a ruler died, the problem came back. The
new ruler was not the same size as the old one. So the
measures had to be changed once again.

Notes:

1. royal [roial]adj. i, L EH, EEY
2. plan [pleen]n. F¥k, ik

3. inch [intf)n. %}

4. foot n. HR

5. yard [ya:d]n. 15

6. length [lenoln. K&

7. width [wide]n. B

8. ruler ['ru:la]n. HiA#H rule v. HIF

Comprehension Questions
1. From the story you can tell that
A. using the royal foot solved all the problems.
B. feet and arms do not make very good measures.
C. kings and queens are all about the same size.
2. The story as a whole is about
A. making fixed measures. { i} <& & & & ¥ & 5.4
B. long legs and feet.
C. fingers and feet.
D. inches and feet.



. Some countries still have kings and queens today.
Yes No Does not say

. Some rulers were large and some were small.
Yes No Does not say

. What word in the story means chosen?



@‘ Short Count
2

B

Little Richard came back into class with a bleeding( ifl
If1) nose and a badly scratched(INWEHY) face.

" the teacher repri-

manded([’reprima:nd]fﬂzﬁ) him. "Haven’t I asked you to
count( (%) to a hundred before doing anything when you

"So you've been fighting again,

are angry?”
"Yes,” Richard admitted(7& 1A ), "but the other boy’s

teacher must have told him to count to ten.”



3. From Here to There
Mg JU B BB JL

Almost as soon as there were people on Earth, They
found they needed to measure things. They needed to
know how long. things were. But there were no rulers.
They needed to tell time. But there were no clocks.

They wanted to know how much of something they
had when they wanted to trade. But there were no scales
to use. They needed to know how long and how wide the
land they farmed was. But they had no good way to tell.




At first, people could measure distance only by
steps. They might say they lived ten paces from the river.
Or. to tell time, they might say that a trip would start at
sunup.

But, little by little, people found better ways to mea-
sure. They thought of ways to find out what they needed to
know.

Notes:

. measure ['me3o}v. &, W&, i &

. trade [treid]v. W5

scales [skeilz]n. (# FEXER)#, £¥

farm [fa:m]v. #f n. K5

distance ['distens|n. FEE

step [stepln. #, %18

pace [peisln. —HIEE

sunup ['sanap]n. H Y (B}4r)  at sunup = at sunrise %A
. little by little 287 Hy

=B B B o U IV T SO L T 6 R

Comprehension Questions
1. From the story you can tell that
A. paces are the same as steps.
B. to tell time, early people used clocks.
C. early people knew how long a yard was.
2. The story as a whole is about
A. measuring how long things were.

B. measuring distances by steps.



C. early ways of measuring.
D. clocks and scales.
. Early people had a way of telling time by the sun.

Yes No Does not say
_ Rulers are one foot in length.
Yes No Does not say

 What word in the story means our world?
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